
In this Issue: 
?? Heartland Chapter Member Feature Story—

His Passion to Drive a ‘54 Corvette 
?? Calendar of Upcoming Corvette Events 
?? Tread Threads — Let the arguments begin — 

where should the enjoyment come from as the 
car values go up and up?  A little something 
for everyone in the online technical forum. 

?? Corvette History—Zora, Ed Cole, and the first 
couple years 

Newsletter of the Heartland Chapter — National Corvette Restorers Society 
For the Restoration, Preservation, History, and Enjoyment of Corvettes 

Volume 11, Issue 5 
December, 2006 
www.ncrs.org/heartland 

Heartland Chapter—NCRS 
Todd Gifford, Newsletter Editor 
6636 Cottage Hill Lane NE Cedar Rapids, IA 52411 
tgifford@dee-inc.com 

?? Judges Corner—updating the Judging Guides 
?? Corvette News—a new 6 cylinder Sting Ray? 
?? Corvette Trivia—Do you know your Corvette 

basics? 
?? Glass Classified Ads 
?? Corvette Garage—what do watercolor and 

Corvettes have in common? 
?? Feature NCRS Publication—can you say 

‘Operations’? 

Classical Glass 



Heartland NCRS Chapter Officers: 
 
Chairman 
Mike Murray   515-440-1866 
bettmikem@msn.com 
 
Vice Chairman 
Dick Bennett   515-987-1410 
daydreamsunltd@mchsi.com 
 
Secretary/Treasurer 
Larry Smith   515-225-0611 
rsls66@msn.com 
 
Judging Chairman 
Bill Becker   319-752-1197 
beckersj@iowatelecom.net 
 
Membership 
Chuck Casanova   402-691-9489 
ccasanova@tconl.com 
 
Events Chairman 
Bill Yohn   641-357-6325 
byohn@mchsi.com 
 
Editor 
Todd Gifford   319-651-6688 
tgifford@dee-inc.com 

 

 

Membership in the National Corvette Restorers Society is 
open to persons interested in the restoration, preservation, 
and history of the Corvette produced by the Chevrolet Motor 
Division of General Motors Corporation from 1953 through 
1991.  NCRS is not affiliated with Chevrolet or General 
Motors. 

 

 

Classical Glass is the Newsletter of the Heartland Chapter, 
which was established in 1993.  Membership is open to all 
members of the National NCRS Organization. 

 

 
NCRS Registered Marks used in Classical Glass: NCRS 
Founders Award, NCRS Master Judge Award, NCRS 
Performance Verification Award, NCRS Flight Award, and 
NCRS Sportsman Award are registered with the United 
States Department of Commerce and Trademark Office.  The 
NCRS American Heritage Award mark application is pending. 

Heartland NCRS Chapter Membership Renewal 
Your Membership Expiration Date is printed on the Newsletter address label.  If your membership is about to Expire or has 
Expired, a Renewal Form/notice will be included in this newsletter.  Please promptly return the form and payment to: Larry 
Smith, 1594 NW 96th St, Des Moines, Iowa 50325-6316.  Make checks payable to Heartland Chapter NCRS.  Save $$ money 
and hassle by doing a Multi-year renewal. 

NCRS Membership 
The NCRS is a non-profit hobby group of nearly  16,000 families dedicated to the Restoration, Preservation, History, and 
Enjoyment of the Chevrolet Corvette.  The NCRS has been helping its members purchase, restore, maintain, and enjoy their 
Corvettes for over 32 years.  NCRS membership and Local NCRS Chapter membership is the smartest money you will ever 
spend on your Corvette(s).  For more information on NCRS membership, go to www.ncrs.org 

Heartland NCRS Classified Ads, Commercial Ads, Articles, Comments 
Heartland Chapter Members can advertise for FREE in this Newsletter, and other Chapters do get exposure to our Newsletter.  
If you write an article or allow us to write a story about you, we will send you a FREE NCRS Embroidered Heartland Logo 
Button Down Shirt. Send all Ads, Articles, and Comments to: Todd Gifford - tgifford@dee-inc.com or 6636 Cottage Hill Lane 
NE Cedar Rapids, IA 52411  (319) 651-6688. 

Glass Classified Ads 
 
WANTED: 1956-1957 Parts.  Dick.  Phone: 515-987-1410 
 
WANTED: 3811 Holley Carburetor with Date code in early 
1967; Todd. Phone: 319-651-6688 tgifford@dee-inc.com 
 
FOR SALE: 1982 Collectors Edition, Original Paint, interior, 
wheels, etc.. Loaded, 9900 miles, Original Owner, Beautiful 
Car. $24,000.  1985 Gray/Gray Leather, Bose, Glass Top, 
Auto, New Carpet, 45,000 Miles, Nice Driver, $11,500 
 
FOR SALE: 1927 Ford Model T, Complete & Runs; 1978 
Chrysler Newport, 50,000 miles; 1982 Corvette, Blue/Blue, 
350, auto, needs TLC; 1987 Corvette Roadster, Blue/Blue/
Black Top, Bob Phone: 319-753-0064 

Glass Classified Ads—continued 
 
FOR SALE: Five G78-15 Wide White Wall tires, ‘61 rear end hous-
ing, Don.  Phone: 319-752-5206 dynodonh@aol.com  
 
FOR SALE: pair 63-67 SMC parking lamp panels; 67 radio side cov-
ers, Front license plate bracket, used mid year BB side pipes, hood 
hinges, black seat covers and foam (lightly used), new Al Knoch 
black convertible carpet set, repo 9 leaf spring, 64 & 66 instrument 
clusters (5K Red line); NOS ‘74 L-82 hood emblems. Bill Becker 
Phone: 319-752-1197 beckersj@iowatelecom.net 
 
FOR SALE: Several sets of 63 wheel covers (rough to fair), 64 hood 
with scoop modif’s, 327 short block (runs strong), 69 casting date.  
Set of 283 heads rebuilt, misc 63-67 parts (call with needs).  Larry 
Phone: 515-294-8694 or 515-296-1039 lpedigo@iastate.edu 
 



Corvette Calendar 
 
December 2, 2006  Heartland Chapter Annual Meeting at Johnny’s Italian Steak House,  
    Des Moines, Iowa—12:30pm 
January 18-21, 2007 Florida NCRS Regional, Kissimmee, Florida 
January 13-21, 2007 Barrett-Jackson Collector Car Auction, Scottsdale, AZ (40 hours of coverage
    can be seen on the Speed Channel as well) 
March 3-4, 2007  Chevy Vette-Fest; McCormick Place North, Chicago, IL (http://  
    www.chevyvettefest.net) 
March 28-Apr 1, 2007 Barrett-Jackson Collector Car Auction, Palm Beach, FL 
April 26-28, 2007  Las Vegas NCRS Western Regional, Las Vegas, Nevada 
April 26-28, 2007  Lowes Motor Speedway NCRS Regional, Charlotte, N.C. 
May 17-19, 2007  Central New Jersey NCRS Garden State Regional; Edison, NJ 
May ?, 2007   Superior Chevrolet Corvette Show/Swap Meet; Kansas City, MO (816-453-
    0461 for more info) 
June 3, 2007   All Corvette Show; Indianola, IA (515-961-7339 for more info) 
June 7-9, 2007  North Central NCRS Regional, Rochester, Minnesota 
June 8-10, 2007  Branson Corvette Show Extravaganza; Branson, MO.  
June 15-17, 2007  Bloomington Gold Corvette Show; St. Charles, IL     
    www.bloomingtongold.com) 
July 19-21, 2007  Black Hills Corvette Classic; Black Hills, SD      
    (www.blackhillscorvetteclassic.com for more information) 
July 22-26, 2007  NCRS National Convention; Boston, Massachusetts 
August 11, 2007  Vettes on the Square; Independence, MO. (kccorvetteassociation.com for  
    more information) 
August 24-26, 2007  Corvettes at Carlisle (www.corvettesatcarlisle.com for more information) 
September 21-23, 2007 Corvette Fun Fest 2007; Mid-America Motorworks, Effingham, IL (800-500-
    1500 for more information) 
***More NCRS and Heartland Chapter 2007 events will be posted in the next issue*** 

Corvette TRIVIA Questions (answers on page 4) 
1. What was the interior color for all but a very few 1954 

Corvettes? 
2. When was the introduction of the vacuum-operated 

windshield wiper lid? 
3. What year was the term ‘String’ ‘ray’ brought back after it was 

discontinued for 1968? 
4. What year was the first for fuel injection on the Corvette? 

NCRS Publications Spot Light 
We pretty much all know that ‘Operations’ is a crucial and 
impactful section in NCRS Top Flight Judging — it can make 
or break you on many occasions.  However, most of us 
neglect or underestimate this section of Top Flight Judging, 
and pay for it with big lost points in Operations. 
 
With that said, my Spot Light Publication in this issue is the 
“NCRS Corvette Operations Manual & Performance 
Verification Guide”.  Although most consider this guide useful 
for only the NCRS “PV” or Performance Verification Award, 
this manual is of tremendous benefit even when preparing for 
Flight Judging, most specifically the Operations Section.  It 
covers each Operations Element in great detail, and allows 
you to fully prepare your Corvette to breeze through Flight 
Judging Operations. 
 
Additionally, this will also get you mentally prepared and your 
Corvette prepared for the challenging PV Award.  At a price of 
$10.00, this guide is a very economical way 
to ensure you excel in the Operations 
section.  The other bonus is that your 
Corvette will perform and operate as it did 
when it rolled off the line.  You can order 
your C1, C2, or C3 Corvette Operations 
Manual and Performance Verification Guide 
at www.ncrs.org.  Click on Online Store. 

Judges Corner 
The NCRS Corvette Technical Info Manual & Judging 
Guides (JG) continue to increase in their importance each 
year as: (a) the developed knowledge of Corvette 
originality grows/expands, and (b) new and younger people 
enter Corvette Restoration and Judging.  The NCRS 
organization has painstakingly created the very best 
Technical/Judging guides available in the car restoration/
preservation hobby.  However, these Guides need to 
evolve and progress as the hobby does.  The only way this 
happens is through active NCRS member involvement. 
If you know of something in the JG that is wrong, 
ambiguous, or incomplete; do some research to support 
your position, and then contact the NCRS National Team 
Leader for the JG Model Year(s) in question.  These Team 
Leaders are listed at http://www.ncrs.org/contact.html.  
Improving the JG’s improves NCRS and the Corvette 
Restoration and Preservation hobby. 



Tread Threads 
Here are some interesting Threads that have been running on 
the NCRS.org Online Technical Forum.  By entering the hyper-
links listed on each topic into your web browser, you can read 
the entire discussion (thread).  The NCRS.org Online Technical 
forum is a phenomenal resource available to NCRS members. 
 
C1: 
“Factory markings/correct restoration on Gas Tanks” - an inter-
esting discussion of correct factory markings and overspray on 
a 1956-1962 Corvette Gas Tanks 
http://www.ncrs.org/forum/archive29.cgi?review=255849 
 
“The Correct Hardtop Wrench” - good discussion, with some 
photos about the correct wrench for mid-late C1’s 
http://www.ncrs.org/forum/archive29.cgi?review=255694 
 
C2: 
“67 Distributor Cap” Discussion 
- some good info about mid-year Distributor caps, and where a 
‘correct’ cap can be purchased as a reproduction for judging 
http://www.ncrs.org/forum/archive29.cgi?review=253364 
 
“Let the Arguments begin”….. 
- An interesting discussion [argument] about phony Big Blocks 
and paperwork, as well as where the real enjoyment of old Cor-
vettes, rising in value, should come from.  It’s a good spirited 
debate and provokes a lot of thoughts. 
http://www.ncrs.org/forum/archive29.cgi?review=253312 
 
C3: 
“What do the front spring sprung #’s represent?” - discussion 
detailing the spring codes and part #’s for 68-72 
http://www.ncrs.org/forum/archive29.cgi?review=256013 
 
“How to tell if it’s a real Big Block Car” - some great advice and 
information to authenticate a Big Block C3 
http://www.ncrs.org/forum/archive29.cgi?review=255155 
 
C4: 
“A Rattling noise coming from my left and right Brake calipers” - 
a lot of information about resolving this issue 
http://www.ncrs.org/forum/archive27.cgi?review=238991 
 
“Need help to resolve my cooling problem” - a lot of tips and 
discussion on resolving a C4 cooling problem 
http://www.ncrs.org/forum/archive27.cgi?review=238505 

Heartland NCRS Logo Shirts Available ! 
What a great Christmas or Birthday gift idea for the NCRS 
Enthusiast.  Awesome looking short sleeve, button down, 
denim shirts with the Chapter logo embroidered above the 
pocket.  Contact Dick Bennett (daydreamsunltd@mchsi.com) 
or Larry Smith (rsls66@msn.com) to order (or you can include 
a request with your dues). $25.00/each ($32.00 for XXL). 

Corvette History 
Zora Arkus Zuntov, schooled in Germany, loved cars and 
gained considerable racing and engineering experience 
throughout Europe.  He helped several owners tame the 
handling of their early V8 Allards.  He joined Ed Cole’s staff 
in May 1953, when he was 44.  He got into his first 
engineering Corvette as soon as he could.  He found a car 
‘in which the two ends were fighting each other’.  The rear-
end of the car had under steer, but the front -end had over 
steer.  It was too late for Zora to help the 1953 model year. 
 
Sales improved in 1954, aided by more advertising.  The 
1954 Corvette was image-oriented advertised. “First of the 
dream cars to come true.”  The Corvette was now available 
in Black, Red, and White, all with Red interiors, and 
horsepower of 155 hp.  Toward the end of the year, some 
Pennant Blue with Beige interior Corvettes started 
appearing.  Chevrolet changed the Black convertible top 
from the 1953’s to Tan for 1954.  While St. Louis had the 
capacity to make 10,000 Corvettes for the year, they 
manufactured only 3,640.  Only 2,780 were sold, with a 
surplus of 1,100 Corvettes left on January 1, 1955. 
 
Ed Cole reflected on the dilemma surrounding the Corvette.  
“We were not quite sure —- was the Corvette a boulevard 
driver or sports-car tiger?”  Ed Cole and Chevrolet pressed 
ahead into the 1955 production year, but it would be a year 
that almost killed Corvette.  
*information adapted from “The Complete Corvette Story”, by Leffingwell 

Corvette News 
A V-6 Stingray? 
GM is seriously considering building a V-6 version of its 
Kappa sports car (aka Pontiac Solstice and Saturn Sky). 
But the scuttlebutt around Motown is that this version 
would get an all-new body, a Chevy badge, and one of 
the most iconic names in the GM sports-car pantheon--
Sting Ray. It would be positioned as a muscular, entry-
level Chevy sports car priced under the current Corvette 
range, but above the higher-end Pontiac and Saturn 
models. Given the enduring success of the Corvette, the 
Sting Ray plan seems plausible --and profitable. 
You can read the full article at: http://
www.motortrend.com/future/con...ray/index.html  
 
Gran Turismo Awards Topped By 1960 Chevy Corvette  
A 1960 Chevrolet Corvette has won the “Best in Show” award at 
the fourth annual Gran Turismo Awards, hosted by Sony 
Computer Entertainment America at the SEMA (Specialty 
Equipment Market Association) show in Las Vegas.  Read more: 
http://www.gamasutra.com/php-bin/news_index.php?story=11528 
 
SPIED: 2009 CORVETTE STINGRAY 
From afar this Vette would appear to be just another Z06. Now 
rub your eyes and take a closer look, because these are the first 
spy shots of the highly anticipated, but yet unnamed super 
Corvette. The large hood bulge you see is rumored to be 
concealing a supercharged 6.2-liter V-8, and packing upwards of 
650 horsepower. This engine will likely use an integrated intake-
manifold intercooler and should sprint from 0 to 60 mph in less 
than 3.4 seconds. And, with the addition of more carbon fiber in 
the body and expanded use of polycarbonates, this super Vette 
could weigh less than the current Z06. 
http://www.caranddriver.com/carnews/11836/spied-2009-corvette-
stingray.html  

Answers to Trivia Questions on page 3 
1. Red  
2. 1968 
3. 1969 
4. 1957 



NCRS Heartland Chapter Member Feature 
A Passion to Drive a ’54 Corvette— 

Merle Headington and his Beautiful Black ‘54 
 

“Oh Really?” was the comment that Merle Headington made to 
a gentleman, in Vinton Iowa in 2002, at an airplane hanger, 
who said he had two 1954 Corvettes that he was selling.  
When asked why he got into Corvettes in the first place, Merle 
says he “always wanted a Corvette, like everyone….hasn’t 
everyone who 
has worn a pair of 
shoes wanted a 
Corvette?”.  This 
was to be Merle’s 
first Corvette. 
 

Let me tell you, 
you have not 
seen Corvette 
passion until you 
talk to Merle about this absolutely beautifully restored Black 
1954 Corvette.  Shortly after finding out about the two ‘54’s for 
sale, Merle made his purchase and undertook the project to 
bring this Corvette back to the level it was when it rolled off the 
production line.  His plan was to restore the primary car, and 
utilize the other very poor condition ‘54 for spare parts.  When 
he started the project, his goal was to make it nice, however, 
after speaking with some other enthusiasts, other NCRS 
members, and seeing some other Corvettes (and starting to 
see what could really become of this ’54 project), Merle 
decided that this Corvette had to be restored correctly ---- “the 
right way.”  When he was to drive the ’54 Vette, he wanted 
everything to be authentically correct, original, and function the 
way it did when it was brand new. 
 

He was deep into a ground-up/frame-off, nut, screw, and bolt 
restoration.  Merle utilized professionals to do much of the 
work, but spent a great deal of time and effort searching for 
key parts needed to complete the project.  Merle’s true passion 
lies in getting the car done, and driving it.  He did admit to 
having a little fun finding the parts, but has many stories to tell 
of the cast of characters he had to deal with on the way to 
obtaining all the parts needed.  How about the guy who said, 
“that cigarette lighter in your hand is nice, but not as nice as 
this one that I have for $!@#,$%,&%”, or “friend, you can’t 
afford the parts I have listed for sale”.  Persevering, Merle was 
finally able to come up with everything he needed.  After 3 
years of heavy persistence, locating many hard 
to find correct ’54 parts, and, like all of us, 
spending more than planned, he had a 
wonderfully restored Black ’54 Corvette. 

And it was all worth it.  He has already created some 
incredible memories with his beautifully restored Black ’54 
vette.  One unique memory is the time he drove up to Burr 
Oak Days in Burr Oak, Iowa (home of Nationally Recognized 
site of Laura Ingalls Wilder Childhood home), and entered it 
into the Parade going on there.  The Parade organizer saw 
his ’54 Corvette, and  immediately asked him if he could 
transport Dean Butler (Starred in Little House on the Prairie, 
and a Corvette enthusiast) in the parade.  Merle now has an 
awesome poster-size photo of himself and Dean in the ’54 
Corvette, in front of the Laura Ingalls Wilder Museum on the 
parade route.  Although Merle is admittedly “not much of a 
parade guy”, he loves getting those thumb-up’s when driving 
the ’54.  The feeling of driving the car is what its all about for 
Merle. 
 
He says he has learned a lot in the process of Corvette 
restoration, “enough to write a book.”  Merle was quick to 
point out the importance, and his deep appreciation of 
several other enthusiasts and NCRS members (now 
permanent friends) that were extremely helpful in his quest. 
He probably will not take on a project to restore a car from 
scratch again, but will likely have more Corvettes in the 
future.  He is a true Corvette guy now. 
 
Merle has not pursued NCRS Flight judging with the Black 
‘54…....yet.  Merle got a bad taste of ‘judging’ back in the 
mid-1970’s, and since then has really gotten his ultimate 
enjoyment driving collectible cars, as opposed to pleasing 
others.  He has 
heard a number of 
horror stor ies 
since then that 
have furthered his 
reservations about 
formal Corvette 
judging.  However, 
he is leaving the 
door open a little, 
and we had a nice discussion about the really rewarding 
aspects of getting your Corvette judged --- and judging 
others’ Corvettes.  One primary fun aspect is the great 
Corvette/NCRS people that you meet throughout the 
process of preparation and judging experiences.  I sense he 
may pursue taking his ’54 through NCRS Judging in the 
future, and I know that he will be glad he did, when and if he 

does.  For now, driving it is the ultimate feeling 
for Merle. 
 

Written by Todd Gifford; Photos—Todd Gifford 



Corvette Garage—Tips for Restoring your Corvette or 
Improving your Corvette Garage 

Looking for a great way to spruce up your Corvette Garage or 
shop? How about some very cool Corvette Automotive Artwork.  
Check out some beautiful Corvette paintings and prints by Idar 
Andorsen: http://www.enriva.com/idara/Corvette_53-67/
corvette_53-67.html: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Or some very nice Corvette Watercolor paintings/prints by Dana 
Forrester http://www.danaforrester.com/: 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Or David Synder: www.davidsnydercarart.com (or google ‘Dave 
Snyder’ to find websites that sell his prints/originals; his website 
was down when I tried it): 
  

NCRS Heartland Chapter 
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———————————-The Rear-End——————————— 

I am only showing just a couple examples of each of these 
Automotive Artists —- there are many to choose from, and 
I am sure there are many more great artists doing 
Corvette Artwork.  If you know of others, please let me 
know and I can follow up this segment in a future issue. 
I don’t know about you, but my garage really needs some 
classy Corvette décor.  These are very classy, high quality 
pieces of artwork that will separate your garage from the 
other guys/gals.  What great gift ideas these make for the 
Corvette enthusiast —- I have a couple on my Christmas 
List this year.  These paintings and prints really capture 
the NCRS and Corvette Spirit. 

From the Editor 
This is my first creation as Editor, of what I hope to be, a 
long string of NCRS Newsletters.  Although I am 
reasonably new to NCRS, I have quickly developed a 
strong passion for  Corvette Restoration and Preservation.  
I appreciate and value the opportunity to participate and 
contribute to this very high quality organization and hobby.  
As they say “you only get out of it what you put in it” —- so 
I will do my best to contribute and make a difference. 
Your input is important to me, and will guide what the 
Newsletter will look like.  Thanks, in advance, to those 
who allow me to do a story about them, contribute content 
for the Newsletter, or just provide feedback (positive or 
negative).  I look forward to meeting everyone personally 
at some point either via the Newsletter, an NCRS event, 
Judging, or when getting my Corvette Judged!    Todd 


