
Chairman’s Letter-Q2 

Due to the Covid-19 virus we will be cancel-
ling our March-May Events. It also looks like 
we will be canceling our April Chapter Judg-
ing meet. We hope we can reschedule the 
meet to a later date. As this situation is fluid, 
please make sure to check your email and the 
website for any updates. We’ve been engaged 
with the national on advice and are giving in-
put and getting feedback on current event sta-
tuses. This is a painful process for all of us, 
so hang in there. The calendar will be revised 
and we are working to fill with other activi-
ties 

2020 has started off with a host of HoO activ-
ities in the 1st quarter. In January, despite 
rainy conditions, the club met at my garage in 
Plain City. Mike Treece presented technical 
information on frames. I thought we had a 
great turnout and it was great seeing everyone 
after the holidays. Terry Buchanan handed 
out participation awards to deserving mem-
bers including hats, shirts, and a special 3 
year jacket. 

In February, a group of 6 members made it 
over to Ray Skillman's Car Collection just 
south of Indianapolis. We spent the 1st hour 
just walking Ray’s incredible collection 
which included: Old Schwinn Bikes, Midget 
Racers, and classic Mustangs and Corvettes. 
In the middle of the collection is a fully re-
stored old horse carousel. The Indiana Chap-
ter hosted a nice lunch followed by a judging 

school by John Ballard. A C1 and C2 were 
up on lifts and the entire group benefited 
from John and Mike Treece’s expertise. If 
you haven’t been to Ray’s collection, its 
something to put on your calendar. 

At the end of February, the club met at 
Fred Richards cabin at Buckeye Lake. 
Mike Treece presented a tech session on 
Wheels and Tires. Fred did a great job of 
hosting the meeting, and again we had a 
great turnout for an early season meeting. 
Several new members were introduced as 
well: John Lanning, Duff Parsons, and Tim 
Keating. 

We ordered and have been passing out 
name tags out the meetings. Additionally, I 
have refreshed the club directory and we 
will be passing it out at our next available 
meeting. 

Please stay safe through this critical time. 
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January Meeting—Wes Wells Garage 
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February Meeting—Fred Richard’s Garage 

 

The February judging school was well attended with over twenty members in attendance.  Corvette tires and hub 

caps were the topic of conversation for the day. 
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Ray Skillman’s Garage 

 

 

The Indiana chapter hosted a judging school at  Ray Skillman’s collection that includes a recently restored carou-

sel in February that we had several members attend. 
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Ray Skillman’s Garage 
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Financials 

 

Beginning Cash Balance 1/1/2020  

   Fifth-Third Bank $8,543.44 

   Paypal Account  $211.51 

Beginning Cash Balance 1/1/2020 $8,754.95 

  

REVENUE:   
Membership Dues $440.00 

Chapter Meet Registration Fees $910.00 

Charity Car Show Income $0.00 

Total Revenue $1,350.00 

  

  

EXPENSES:   
Operations & Planning $534.57 

Judging Meet Expense $0.00 

Charitable Contribution $0.00 

Charity Car Show Expense $0.00 

Paypal Service Fees $55.28 

Total Expenses $589.85 

  

Closing Cash Balance 2/29/2020 $9,515.10 

  

  

Closing Cash Balance 2/29/2020  

   Fifth-Third Bank $8,849.27 

   Paypal $665.83 

      Total  $9,515.10 

Heart Award 
Update 

It is early in the 
year but by the 
time you read 
this, we will 
have had three 
Chapter meet-
ings and Heart 

Award points will have been earned by a 
number of Chapter members. If you are 
new to the Chapter, you are probably 
asking yourself, what are Heart Awards? 
These are awards given to members for 
their participation in the Chapter. You 
can learn about Heart Awards by going to 
our member’s only page on our Chapter 
website at www.ncrs.org/hoo On that 
page, scroll over the Heart of Ohio Chap-
ter banner at the top of the page and 
when it changes color from red to yellow, 
click on it. Then the member’s only page 
will open. There you will see how points 
are earned for the Heart Award and the 
Chapter members accounting of up to 
date points earned. If you feel a mistake 
has been made or you have a question, 
please contact me at Buchan-
anT@sbcglobal.net Mistakes are easily 
corrected. 

To recap, come to meetings, drive your 
Corvette or write a tech article for the 
newsletter and you can earn free Chapter 
clothing. It is as simple as that and it only 
takes 20 points to earn a Heart Award. 
Thanks for your support of the Chapter! 

Terry Buchanan, Chapter Secretary 

Participation Awards - 

Terry Buchanan 
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Replacing Rear Sway Bar Bushings in a C -5 

by Randy Early  

 

 

 Technical Article for replacing the rear sway bar bushings for a C-5.  

Visual inspection will reveal compression and / or deterioration of the rubber, it may be gone.  

Safely and properly jack up the rear of the car. 

Take pictures of the bar, bushings, mounts, and 

relative configuration for reference during in-

stallation / reassembly.  

 

1) Using a 18mm combination wrench and a T

-40 torque driver & ratchet, remove the 

lower end link nut. Use a spray lubricant to 

help the removal.  

 

2) Remove the two upper 18mm bolts that 

hold the sway bar to the frame. 

 

3) Using a 15mm ratchet and a 18mm wrench, take off the lower nut that remains on the low-

er sway bar frame mount. DO NOT remove the bolt; it holds the lower A-Arm in the car.  
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Replacing Rear Sway Bar Bushings in a C -5 

 

 

 

4) Push out the lower end link studs and remove the bar from vehicle. 

 

5) Place the new bushings on the Bar. Please look at the factory bar and install in the 

same manner. 
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Replacing Rear Sway Bar Bushings in a C -5  
 

 

6) Apply anti-seize compound to the two frame mount 

bolts. Apply lubricant to bushings per instructions with 

your bushing instructions (some brands may not require 

lubricant?)  

 

7) Install the bar in the vehicle using the original brack-

ets, start the frame mount bolts and nuts, remember, 3-4 

threads. 

 

 8) Reinstall the OEM metal end links in the manner as 

removal. Fully tighten end link hardware with blue thread 

locker (Loctite?).  

 

9) Tighten the upper frame mount with a 18mm socket 

and torque 35-40 ft-lbs.  

 

10) Tighten the lower a-arm bolts with a 18mm wrench 

and 15mm socket and torque 60-65 ft-lbs. or reference 

instructions included with bushings.  

 

11) Double check that you tightened everything and com-

pare with your pre-installation pictures.  

 

12) Safely lower your car 

 

13)Re-check the fasteners at about 100 miles to ensure 

optimal performance of your new sway bar set. 

 

Randy Early  
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Game Changer by Duff  Parsons  

There have been thousands of opinions 
rendered and awards given to the new 
2020 Corvette. Virtually every automotive 
journalist has penned an article about the 
coming of the mid-engine Corvette. I’m 
throwing my opinion into the ring as a die
-hard Corvette enthusiast and customer for 
the past 50 years. 

I bought my first of 39 Corvettes in 1969, 
barely a decade after Zora Arkus-Duntov 
tooled and drove a mid-engine Corvette 
research vehicle, the CERV-1. Fast for-
ward to 2019, and General Motors has fi-
nally released its first mid-engine Corvette 
for public sale. And as Johnny Lieberman 
of Motor Trend says, “Never before has so 
much four-wheeled exoticism been attain-
able for so little money.”  

The base price is under $60,000, which 
2017-2019 Corvettes are still selling for. 
Add a few tweaks like a Z51 suspension, 
front lift, and goodies like one of 
the new seat options, and the price 
jumps into the $80’s. So, what if 
its horsepower rating is less than 
recent models like the coveted 
Z06 and ZR1 cars? Its 495-
horsepower engine, with the ex-
haust option, still takes the check-
ered flag at the quarter mile in 
11.1 seconds—a hair faster than 
the Porsche 911S. And, two hairs 
faster than the new GT500 Mus-
tang that clocked 11.3 seconds at 
VIR. The LaFerrari does the quar-
ter in less than 7 seconds, but it costs 
about 30 times as much as the new Cor-
vette and—let’s be honest here—how of-
ten do you want or need to cover a quarter 

mile on a city street in less than 10 seconds?  

The idea and design for a mid-engine plat-
form has been around since before the turn of 
the 20th Century. Karl Benz played with the 
idea of a mid-engine drive train as early as 
1885. The British Burney cars of 1928 are 
credited as being the first rear-engine cars. 
Then came the American CERVs and, later, 
Pontiac engineers who developed the Fiero, 
which is hailed as the first true mid-engine 
American car. That was 35 years ago, alt-
hough the project at Pontiac began over 50 
years ago.  

So why are we just now seeing a mid-engine 
Corvette platform design? According to Dave 
McLellan and Dave Hill, for years Corvette 
owners displayed a lack of interest in chang-
ing the front engine layout, so Chevrolet 
sales and marketing guys just weren’t inter-
ested in the mid-engine platform either. Over 
60 years of name recognition, performance, 

2020 Corvette: Aluminum chassis, com-
posite body, with 61% of the weight over 
the rear wheels. Its 3.9” longer, 23.2” 
wider and 2.2” lower than Porsche Car-



and value is hard to chuck. But in 
2005, with an aging customer base 
and the retirement of Corvette’s chief 
engineer Dave Hill, Chevrolet had to 
do something.  

Hill’s replacement, Tom Wallace, 
(2005-2008) was a racer more than a 
Corvette expert, and he knew that 
Tadge Juechter was working on a mid
-engine prototype. So shortly before 
the economy tanked, he moved Tadge 
Juechter into the chief Corvette engi-
neer position. According to an article 
by Todd Lassa dated July 19, 2019, 
Juechter stated that “Chevrolet really 
got serious about the mid-engine car 
in 2004. We knew that we had to go 
after the Porsche’s packaging, effec-
tiveness, handling, responsiveness 
and performance levels and beyond.” 
After GM filed for bankruptcy in 
2009, a US Treasury Department con-
sultant—and Corvette enthusiast—
asked Juechter about the C7. When 
the Treasury got into GM’s books and 
saw that Corvettes made money, 
Juechter got the go-ahead, and the 
team got the C7 out the door by 2013. 
Corvette was spared. 

But GM/Chevrolet still needed to bring 
young buyers into the show room and offer 
them an exotic vehicle at an affordable 
price. In 2005, Harlan Charles opined that a 
“mid-engine Corvette had to add perfor-
mance, be fun to drive, have good visibility, 
be a driving experience, be packaged with a 
V-8 and most of all, attract new customers.” 
That’s a tall order. All car guys know that 
placing the engine over the rear axle in-
creases traction and therefore rear wheel 
torque and also reduces the chance of going 
into a skid while braking. Professional drag 
racers learned that lesson long ago. Don 
Garlits is credited with creating a working 
design for rear engine dragsters and debuted 
his rear engine dragster at Pomona in 1971, 
even though it was the Coleman brothers of 
Maryland who initially campaigned a rear-
engine race car in 1960. 

Prior to the market’s 2008 dip, GM’s Cor-
vette design team took test trips to Ferrari 
and Porsche design studios. Once the C7 
was out the door, the push for a mid-engine 
vehicle increased. As Lieberman pointed 
out, “this new Corvette has donned the 
clothing of the European exotics.” Ferrari, 
McClaren, Lamborghini, and Porsche have 
been producing mid-engine cars for years. 
So why try to compete?  

Vehicle 
[2020] 

0-60 
sec 

MPH ¼ 
mi, sec 

Cubic inch-
es, HP 

Ft lb 
Torque 

Weight Base price 

Corvette mid
-engine 

2.8 123.2, 
11.1 sec 

376 cu in 

495 hp 

470 3,647 7.3 lb/ hp $ 59,995 

Porsche Car-
rera 911-S 

2.9 124.3, 
11.2 sec 

181.9 cu in     
443 hp 

390 3,369 7.6 #/ hp ~$ 295,000 

LaFerrari 2.4 124,     
<7 sec 

384.3 cu in 

789/950 hp 

664 2,976 3.77 lb/ hp ~$2,000,000 

GT500 Mus-
tang* 

4.3 131.6, 
11.3 sec 

351 cu in  
750 

625 4,054 5.3 lb/ hp $ 73.995-
$94,385 



As Wallace Wyss, writing for 
Hemmings in October 2019, said,  

 

Chevrolet wants to have at 
least one model with a 
youthful image, a progres-
sive we-like-innovation 
type audience. But no mat-
ter what changes and up-
dates they made to the front
-engine Corvette, the audi-
ence remained stubbornly 
middle-aged, even beyond 
what you could call the age 
for a mid-life crisis. You 
could blame that situation 
partly on price. Younger 
buyers, in their mid-30’s, 
are busy getting mortgages 
and still paying off college 
loans. The older guys 
(average age of the Corvette 
buyer is 66 years of age) are 
able to walk into a dealer-
ship and buy one in cash.  

 

Young buyers can’t afford the 
likes of the European exotics. But 
with a base price under $60,000, 
the new mid-engine Corvette 
could be an appealing option to 
the high-end Subaru STI S209, 
Honda Civic Type R,  Infinity 
Q60, a Nissan GT-R or even the 
NSX.  

In 2019, 8 new Corvettes traveled 
around the country in an unveiling 
“blitz.” I went to 2 unveilings, and 
the traveling teams escorting the 
cars were pretty well informed 
and gave nice general presenta-
tions. But if you’re thinking of 

2020 LaFerrari: With Hybrid assist = +161 
hp, 186mph in 15 seconds. carbon fibre-
monocoque structure. 

2020 Porsche Carrera 911-S:  Launch-
control warp drive, massive stopping power 
from optional carbon-ceramic brakes, a 
$8,970.00 option. 

2020 Mustang GT500: Have a look at what 
Ford fashioned with the new GT500 Mus-
tang and it 4.66 seconds faster than the Cor-
vette on the 3.3 mile VIR track. I just could-
n’t leave the Corvette’s street rival out of this 
picture. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monocoque


CERV-1 (1959-1960)  

Now, who shall we get to star in the movie, Corvette vs. Ferrari? 

buying one of these beauties and heading to the track, consider this. Lead Corvette devel-
opment engineer Mike Petrucci said his test drivers never commented on off-throttle over-
steer. But independent test driver Kim Reynolds reported that on the mid-corner under-
steer, the car can become unglued off-power (trailing-throttle oversteer), adding that it can 
be stabilized immediately by applying moderate power. I guess the bottom line question is 
this: how many of us are going to head to the track with the car out of the showroom?   

With a little research, I pulled up information on the Porsche 911S, and the LaFerrari, the 
which is a good “look alike” to the new Corvette. The Corvette wins in all of the catego-
ries that we Americans deem important. Let’s look at the similarities: 

Pictured in this article are the 2020 Corvette, the 2019 Ferrari LaFerrari, the Porsche 911 
Carrera S, the 2020 Mustang GT500.  

Some journalists think they look alike. What do you think.  

I hope you enjoyed this little recap.  

Duff Parsons #64163 
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Judging Sheet from 1975 courtesy of Mike 

Treece 
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Carter Carburetor Manual courtesy of 

Mike Treece 
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Carter Carburetor Manual  
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Carter Carburetor Manual  
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Carter Carburetor Manual  
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Carter Carburetor Manual  
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Carter Carburetor Manual  
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Carter Carburetor Manual  
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Carter Carburetor Manual  
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Check the website for any changes/add to the calendar. 
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We’re on the web ! www.ncrs.org/hoo 

 

 

 

The Board of the Heart of Ohio Chapter met by conference call on Wednesday, March 
25, 2020.  
 
The purpose of the conference call was to evaluate the future of our Saturday, April 
18, 2020 Chapter Meet in Marysville, Ohio.  With current shelter at home condi-
tions in the state of Ohio because of the Corona-virus outbreak, the Board has de-
cided to cancel the April Chapter Meet with the possibility to reschedule the 
meet later in this current calendar year.  With that said, however, everyone who 
has registered for the Chapter Meet will receive a full refund.  Our Meet Administra-
tor, Nick Petruzzi, will be sending out a separate email with the notice of cancellation 
of the Chapter meet.   

Your refund will be either through your PayPal account or by check.   

Your safety is of paramount concern with us taking this action. We hope many of our 
planned Chapter activities can be administered later in this current calendar 
year.  The National NCRS Board has cancelled the Top Flight Chapter Program for the 
2020 year.  We will keep you posted each month on the status of our Chapter activi-
ties. 

Please stay safe. We will get through this. 

Thank you for reading my first issue as editor. 

We hope that you will find that each newsletter is filled with 
educational information, helpful hints and tips, events, and 
news.  We want this newsletter to be valuable for you 
so please, please share your feedback and suggestions to help 
us improve.  

Tech articles can be sent to me via email at: 
dsponz@hotmail.com 

 

Letter from the Editor—Eric Sponseller 


