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Past Chairman’s
Comments                                                        by Mike Aichele

As I pen this last newsletter article as your Past
Chairman for 2012, I feel sadness in my heart.

The membership of all the organizations I belong to
is aging, and as time passes, it’s getting harder and
harder to get and/or keep people involved in those
organizations.  I love this Chapter and want nothing
but the best for it, but if we don’t find some way to
get people involved, we are going to become
nothing more than a breakfast club.

I’m not sure that is what I want, and I hope that is
not what you want.  I want a Chapter that shares
their Corvette knowledge and finds enjoyment in
discussing and/or working on theirs or others’
Corvettes.  There are 365 days in a year and we
spend may be 15 to 20 days a year together doing
something associated with Corvettes.  Shouldn’t
there be something more?

I can’t remember the last time someone asked the
membership over to assist in some Corvette project.
Do you need help doing something and just haven’t
asked?  The next time you are working on your
Corvette, give a couple of members a call and see if
they are interested in helping, watching or giving
advice.  I can remember going to car shows, swap
meets, auctions, Regionals, ongoing projects, etc,
but I can’t remember doing it in a while, and I think I
miss that camaraderie – what about you?

Our Chapter is lucky to have a great team that has
willing to be serving this chapter for years.  They
need to be commended for their efforts.  With that
said, we still need a new leader for this Chapter.
When I took over as your Chairman, I wanted to
revive the organization and get people involved, but
somewhere along the line I seemed to have failed.
I hope that someone will step up and take the reins
and find a way to breathe new life into this Chapter.

December is election month.  The nomination for
2013 are; President - ???; Vice President – Phil
Gray; Secretary - Verle Randolph; Treasurer - Scott
Pfuehler; Membership - Don Partridge; and
Newsletter Editor - Bob Clark.  Once the election is
completed, the 2013 officers take the reins.

If you volunteer to serve as the 2013 Chairman, you
will be supported by a long-standing team who will
support you any way you need them to.  Let’s look at
the members of the team that if I could, I would
present them a “Lifetime Achievement Award”;

• Bob Clark – If he was a woman, then we
could call him the Matriarch of the Chapter,
but since he’s not, we’ll just have to call him
our “Lifetime Newsletter Editor.”  He has been
the newsletter editor every since I’ve been a
member of this Chapter and that’s 23 or 24
years.  He also took an active part in every
Joplin Regional that I know of.  Bob needs to
be commended for his dedication and hard
work.

• Don Partridge – My memory is getting a little
foggy, but I can’t ever remember another
Membership Chairman.  Don started the
annual Ice Cream Social and hosted it for
years.  Don is another person who took an
active part in every Joplin Regional that I know
of.  He is always willing to help out in any way
he can.

• Scott Pfuehler – I don’t know what to say
about Scott, except thanks for everything you
do.  Scott has been the Treasurer for several
years.  He always seems to have a show and
tell with a great story associated with it.  Talk
about someone who is active in the Chapter
and Scott’s name always comes up.

• Verle Randolph – Verle has held almost every
position in this Chapter and is always willing to
help out.

• There are others who work quietly behind the
scenes and should be recognized, but I don’t
have enough words or time to recognize all of
them.



Attitude Adjustment Night

The gathering place for our December Attitude
       Adjustment Night on Tuesday evening,
December 18, will be The Rib Crib Restaurant, 8040
South Yale.  We have the use of a meeting room for
our group.

The  time  people  start  to  arrive  is 5:30  p.m.  Most
are there before 6:00 p.m. The food is quite good and
Tuesday night is “Rib Night” - all the ribs and side
orders that you can eat for $10.99.  There are
specials on beer, too.

December Breakfast Meeting

Our monthly breakfast will take place on
        Saturday, December 1.  The location is Ollie’s
Station Restaurant in the Redfork area of West Tulsa.
The address is  4070 Southwest Blvd. The phone
number is (918)446-0524, in case you need it.

You can choose the buffet or you can order from the
menu. The time to be there is 8:30 a.m., but people
always start arriving by 8:00 - 8:15 a.m.

Thanks to all those who have worked hard to make
the Chapter a success.  Take the time to personally
thank those who keep your Chapter running smoothly,
and while you are at it, ask yourself “Ask Not What
Your Chapter Can Do for You, But Ask What Can You
Do For Your Chapter!”

Christmas is coming, but before it gets here our
annual Christmas Party will arrive.  There should be
more information in the newsletter about the details,
but in general Mike and Nancy Phillips have
volunteered (again) to host the party this year.  Bring
a side dish and a “white elephant” gift (one person) to
exchange.  Jim Elder will bring the meat being
provided by the Chapter.

Upcoming Events:

      •   December 1st – Chapter meeting and Officer
            Elections!

• December 15th –Annual Christmas Party at
Mike and Nancy Phillips’ house.

• January 5th – Chapter meeting.
Any ideas of what you would like to do before the
meetings, during the meetings, or after the meeting?
Your input would be greatly appreciated.

Get involved and take an active role in your Chapter.
See you on Saturday, December 1st!

Thanks everyone who supported me the last two
years!

Thanks!!!
by John Neas

I want to thank the following people for their time and
friendly and professional judging of Sally’s and my

’58 Corvette on the 17th.

What a great group!
David Beach, Jack Blakely, Brett Driscoll. David

Gulley, Mary Gulley, Jo Houlihan, Tom Parsons, Don
Partridge, Scott Pfuehler, Tony Salter

M ike and Nancy Phillips have again graciously
          agreed to host the Oklahoma Chapter
Christmas Party at their home, 11721 S. Canton,
Tulsa, 74137, in the Hunters Hills addition. The
easiest way to their house is off East 121st. Canton is
the second street east of Yale on the north side of
121st S. It’s a gated community and the gate should
be open. If not, press  the KEY button (looks like an
old key)  and then enter 041222 on the keypad and
the gate will open. If you have trouble, just enter 041
on the keypad and their home phone will be dialed to
open the gaie. Their home is about the twelfth house
on the right ( east side of the street ). The phone
number is (918) 299-2562.

The party will begin at 6:30 p.m. with dinner.  The
Chapter will supply BBQ and soft drinks. Please bring
pot luck sides or a dessert. So mark  your calendars
now for Saturday, December 15, 2012.

Plans are to have a gift exchange or “dirty santa” gift
game, so bring a gift or two to participate in this fun
game.  If you would like, please bring an unwrapped
toy that will be donated to the Marine’s Toys for Tots
campaign. Toys for Tots distributes toys to needy
children across the Tulsa area.

December 15



Judging News
by Brett Driscoll

NCRS #26846

Hello, I hope everyone had an
opportunity to do something Corvette related

over the Thanksgiving weekend.

The evening temperature keeps dipping lower and
lower. Thank goodness it has not been consistently
at a freezing
temperature.

 I want thank
you who
made it out to
Danny Beck
Chevrolet on
the 17th of
November. I
would
definitely call
it a success.
We had a
once in a lifetime
opportunity to get
up close and
personal with two
extremely nice
Corvette’s. I
hope everyone
enjoyed it as
much as I did. I
want to thank
John Neas and
David Gulley for
providing us with
such great cars to
judge.

 I will work on
having some
more tech
sessions at the
monthly
breakfast. If you
have an idea please bring it to me, and I will try to
incorporate it into a learning experience for
everyone.

Save The Wave



Pro-Touring Roadster Project
by Ed Brett

This story is more Corvette related than
       strictly Corvette, but I hope you will
come to see the relationship as it
progresses.

I started negotiations on a 54 Corvette
advertised in Drive Line, followed by a ‘58
Austin Healy, neither of which I could get
down to a price that I thought was a
worthwhile investment. Then at the Leake
Auction I was studying a Pontiac Solstice as
a candidate for mating to the 2001 Camaro
LS1 engine
and 6 speed
Tremac T56
transmission
that I had
purchased in
the interim.
A guy
walked up
and said,
“I’ve got one
of these with
an LS7 in it.

He showed
me where to go, on line, to recover parts of
a 2006 Hot Rod magazine article that does a
pretty good job of getting you started. Gerry
Thames found the 3 articles in his collection
which I have studied over and over.

The build that Hot Rod did, in conjunction
with GM staff engineers is far more
extensive and expensive than the build I
plan. They wound up with a 585 HP LS7,
carbon fiber body panels, custom carbon
fiber diffuser, 19” wheels at a $1000 + each,
a Cadillac
CTS-V limited-
slip differential
with larger
custom half
shafts, Ohlin 4
way
adjustable
shocks at
$1000 +
each, custom
anti- roll bars;
CTS-V derived

Brembo brake calipers and 2 piece after market
Brembo brake rotors and a roll cage. This car was
built for maximum performance and creature comforts

such as AC and
stiff suspension
were not a
large issue.
This car was
evaluated with
following tests:
Skid pad,
Slalom, 0-60, 1/
4 mile and 60-0
braking. A chart
was shown, in
the magazine

article, comparing the car to the Z06, the
Porsche Carrera GT, the Enzo Ferrari and the
Lamborghini Murcielago. It bettered them all in
each of the categories mentioned for the 2006
model years discussed.

My intent is to build a street car with AC, all of the
environmental controls, good performance but
with a reasonable comfort level.

A separate builder, by the name of Mallett, built
100 Solstice V8s, which included the guy’s car I
met at the auction. He sold these with a variety

of engines,
transmissions
and custom
variations, which
apparently sold
pretty well. He
did some things,
like use the
Solstice
transmission and
drive train in
lower HP
versions, that I
would not have

much confidence in. The 5 speed Solstice
transmission, I think, will be too light and will
result in a final drive ratio to the wheels that will
not be as good as the 5th and 6th gear over drive
available with the Tremac 6 speed.

The Hot Rod car used a 3.23 gear ratio limited-
slip differential from a CTS-V to gear up the
3.70 ratio Solstice. I’m thinking I’ll need the
limited slip for sure, but that improvement can
be realized on down the line, as a separate
project. I would really like the CTS-V Brembo



Brake calipers, but I’m going to try to use the, larger
than stock, one piece CTSv discs available from a
salvage yard. I’m also going to use, more readily
available, cheaper, 9” & 10” x 18” inch wide after
market wheels in lieu of the 9” &10” x 19” inch
custom wheels that Hot Rod used. I also think the
taller profile, cross section of the 18” tires, will hold up
better on city streets than the lower profile 19” tire.

I’ll have to build the headers and exhaust system
custom and have already discussed recruiting my
daughter, for assistance. She is a very accomplished
stainless steel TIG welder. She is a metal sculptress
by trade, but unfortunately for me, lives in
Philadelphia and the work will have to be coordinated
with one of her other visits. The quality of her work is
phenomenal. She seems interested in helping, and
I’m excited about another project we can work on
together. An other option I may have to look  at
because of space available, is the stock C5 or C6
Corvette cast iron headers. If any one has any I would
like to look buying them.

I’ll have to build the
transmission mount for the
Tremac T56-Solstice interface
and come up with a drive
shaft cheaper than the giant
aluminum drive shaft Hot Rod
used. I have the Camaro drive
shaft that I may be able to
have mated to the tail end of
the Solstice shaft. I hope that
this combination will survive
the 400 + HP, I anticipate
having with the installation of
the LS6 throttle body, cam,
headers and upgraded fresh air intake system that
will, I hope, make my Camaro LS1 comparable or
better than the C5, Z06’s, output. The cam, that came
in the engine, as measured from the bottom end, with
the pan removed, x the 1.7 lifter ratio will result in a
little more lift than the Z06 cam.  I plan to build a
prestart pre-pressure pump to pressure fill the
hydraulic lifters with oil, so that I can more accurately
determine the cam timing and lift.

There was an article in Hot Rod also telling how to
build one of these using a small block Chevy oil pump
in a plastic bucket powered by an electric drill. These
should be used on any distributerless engine that has
been rebuilt or left un-driven for a long period of time.
You can do the same thing on a typical distributer
equipped engine just by removing the distributor and
turning the pump shaft with a power drill.

I’ve had considerable experience building
replacement molds and fiber glass parts for my SCCA
race cars. So I’m looking forward to making a
fiberglass maybe even carbon fiber diffuser for the
rear end and splitter for the front.

After extensive on line searches I found a nice little
60,000 mile car in Wichita. It was fun to drive with the
stock 170 Hp 4 cylinder engine. The chassis seems
quite stiff. It handles quite well.

I‘ve had a lot of fun exploring the Solstice, particularly
the drive train as it looks to be very different to my
past experiences and reflects a lot of innovative
thinking. The Solstice differential is the same
aluminum housing as the CTS-V’s with different ratio,
less strong, gears. The rear “u-joint” is just a big thick
disc of rubber with a 3-pronged yoke on each side
connected with 6 bolts, similar to a drive shaft flex
coupling. I think the CTS-V has the same or similar “u-
joint” system, but I will explore this further as this
potential weak link is an area of concern.

I’ve started work on the engine
swap and will progress to the
differential and brakes in
following stages of
development.

I would love playing with the 4
way adjustable Ohlin shocks
but can’t justify this kind of
expense for other than a race
car. The stock Bilstien shocks
may remain with heavier anti-
roll bars.

I really like the appearance of
the little green Solstice as it came from the factory in
2006, but I plan to have the original cloth seats
covered in charcoal grey leather to match the stock
door panels and dash color. I think I’ll add 2 silver
racing stripes, aligning with the grill openings.

I decided on this project because it offers what I
considered to be a better opportunity for a quality
environmentally sensitive finished product at much
less cost. I’ll be paying for salvage yard CTS-V
upgrades in performance, in lieu of extensive
refinishing and aftermarket performance upgrades. I’ll
try to keep you informed with the project progress or
results, as it develops. If you know of any parts or
words of advice that I may be interested in, please let
me know.

But there is still that old bucket list desire to do a pro-
touring ‘54—— maybe some day.



Name That Car Answer at
Breakfast Meeting

(reprinted with permission from the author, John Hinkley)



For Sale:1965 Corvette Convertible, maroon paint w/ black
vinyl interior, Original 365HP engine, Original KH knock off
wheels, Body on restoration by Joe Provenzano,  $68,000.
Please call Scott 918-437-5292 for more details and for a visit
to see this beautiful Corvette.

For Sale:1965 – 1969 NOS Grill Brackets
$15.00 per bracket.  I have more 1969 brackets than mid-
year.  Phone me with part number, year, and brief description.
Call John Neas
(w) 918-749-7741    (c) 918-231-4454

For Sale: 1959 Corvette, $120,000. Restored w/original 283 245hp
2x4 engine and drivetrain of 4 speed and 4:11 gears. White w/silver
coves and red interior.  Awarded NCRS Top Flight award of 97.9.
Awarded Bloomington Gold. Chosen to represent the year 1959 in
the “50 Years of Corvette Evolution Display in Nashville TN, June
2003.       Arnold Sporing  580-541-8741

For Sale:  1964 Corvette Convertible.  $34,000. Black w/black in-
terior. Original drivetrain of 300hp 327 and a Power Glide. Options
include Air Conditioning, Power Steering, Power Brakes, Power
Windows, Hardtop. Has small flares & mag wheels, Trim tag indi-
cates Corvette was red/red from factory.     Arnold Sporing 580-
541-8741

Corvette Classified

(reprinted with permission from the author, John Hinkley)



Bob Clark  •  Editor

10809 So. Louisville Ave.  •  Tulsa, OK 74137-6720

home • (918) 299-9001  •  work • (918) 298-2777

Fax - work 918-298-2778  •  home 918-298-9094

E-Mail  • vettefan66@sbcglobal.net

Upcoming Events

NCRS registered trademarks used in The Sidepipe are:
NCRS Founders Award s®, NCRS Master Judges Awards ®,
NCRS Performance Verification Awards ®, NCRS Flight
Awards ® and NCRS Sportsman Awards ® are registered with
the United States Department of Commerce and Trademarks
Office. Registration application is pending for NCRS American
Heritage Awards.

*** Please  think about writing an article or contributing
an item of interest for the newsletter.  This can be a tech
tip you've found, an article to reprint from another
publication that would be of interest,  a personal
experience that would interest other members, or an
item of news about the chapter or its members.
Remember, include pictures  if you can.    Your Corvette
classified ads are welcome, too.  You can mail, e-mail,
FAX, or  loan me a diskette  or flash drive (Windows or
Macintosh ).  Remember!!  Your help  is needed to
make this newsletter a voice of our chapter !

Dec     1      Oklahoma Chapter Breakfast Meeting - Ollie’s Station Restaurant  - 4070 Southwest Blvd - Tulsa, OK
Dec    15     Oklahoma Chapter Christmas  Party at the home of Mike and Nancy Phillips - Details in December Sidepipe
Dec    18     Attitude Adjustment Night - Rib Crib Restaurant - 8040 South Yale Ave. - Tulsa, OK

2013
Jan      5     Oklahoma Chapter Breakfast Meeting - Ollie’s Station Restaurant  - 4070 Southwest Blvd - Tulsa, OK
Jan  23-26  Florida Old town NCRS Winter Regional - Kissimmee, Florida - See Driveline for info
Apr  11-14  NCRS Southeast Regional - Corvette Museum - Bowling, Kentucky - See Driveline for info

Thanks to
Brad Williams and

Mazzio’s for continuing
to support the

Oklahoma Chapter
NCRS.

We appreciate your
help.

NCRS Communication
To keep up to date with the latest news from your
Oklahoma Chapter NCRS and your Region VII Director,
be sure to advise Bob Clark or Don Partridge of any
e-mail address changes.  This also applies to phone
numbers and new mailing addresses.

If your address is not current, then you will not receive the
latest news and information.

Thanks to Brett Driscoll,
John Neas, Verle Randolph
and Ed Brett for their
contributions to this issue.

Thanks also go to Jim Elder,
Neal Kennedy, and Verle
Randolph for their
continuing help in folding
and mailing.


