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Chairman’s Comments
              by Neal Kennedy

I see on the latest Chevrolet Performance
website that GM is pushing the purchase of a

COPO car, specifically, the 2016 Camaro.  “Be
one of only 69 to own…yada, yada, yada.”  It
wasn’t so long ago that the option wasn’t
necessarily a marketing tool the General used as
a purchasing enticement.  I suspect all the
coverage of the big time auto auctions has
sparked interest in the COPO designation.  That
may be to get the attention of the investors more
than the carguy-hobbyist.  I’ve had mixed
emotions about the big jumps we’ve seen in the
value of certain older Corvettes.  The larger
numbers have priced the early years out of the
range of many younger/potential Corvette
enthusiasts.  However, if a fella was fortunate
enough to have acquired onertwo back when they
were more affordable, it’s kinda difficult to
complain.

So why are we talking about cars other than
Corvettes?  Fortunately, most of us are not radar-
locked on the fiberglass breed.  We are curious
about  a broad range of cars and other
mechanical things.  Thank goodness we aren’t
“stuck” in a single-interest enough to become stale
and boring.  Besides airplanes and guns, we have
members who are into antiques, guitars,
electronics, food and more.  The list is long and,
indeed, limitless.  That’s one of the strong points
of our club.  The broad range of interests keeps
the conversations interesting and informative.

One of the times we get to share those interests is
at our annual Christmas party.  It’s also one of the
few opportunities we have to show off our ladies
and let them swap stories.  Like the line from the
country song, “where old men talk about the
weather and the women talk about old men.”

There will be lots to talk about this year so be sure
you have it prominently marked on your calendar.
Dec. 12th.  Events Chairman Jim Elder has been
busy putting it all together, making the needed
arrangements to result in another successful
celebration of the reason for the season.  Check-
out his article elsewhere in this Sidepipe issue.

He’ll have details of the famous Don Partridge
presentation of Dirty Santa.  There may even be
some other party games to be found in Santa
Don’s pack.  Come prepared to participate and join
in the laughter and good times.  Also, don’t forget
the Toys for Tots gifts you bring for the club’s
donation to the annual toy drive.  Verle Randolph
will see that they get to the Marines who will get
them to the kids.

Then there is my favorite part of the party.  Food!
Your side dish or dessert will flank the main dish
provided by the club.  Jim has already ordered the
big bird, baloney and more.  He’s been hauling the
meat to the meal for many years and we’ve never
been disappointed.  Thanks in advance, Jim, for
your work in getting it all together with the help of
your army of volunteers.

The REALLY BIG thanks go to Mike and Nancy
Phillips for again offering their home for our
invasion.  There’s not a better location anywhere
for an automotive-related party.  I run out of
adequate adjectives to describe the vast venue
they have assembled for sharing with friends and
folks with an automotive interest.  Add planes and
trains and sailboats and you have enough stuff to
strain your brain trying to be sure you don’t miss
something.  Where else would you get to walk
among full-size cars and several hundred not-
quite-full-size autos and not getcher feet wet even
if it’s raining?  Add to that a bar fullafood and the
best NCRS chapter in the state and you have the



A t t i t u d e
Adjustment
Night

The gathering place for our December Attitude
       Adjustment Night on Tuesday evening,
December 15, will be Bravo’s Mexican Grill at 4532
East 51st St. We will continue to meet at Bravo’s for
the next few months.

The  time  people  start  to  arrive  is 5:30  p.m.  Most
are there before 6:00 p.m.

December
Breakfast
Meeting

Our monthly breakfast will take place on
        Saturday, December 5.  The location is Ollie’s
Station Restaurant in the Redfork area of West Tulsa.
The address is  4070 Southwest Blvd. The phone
number is (918)446-0524, in case you need it.

You can choose the buffet or you can order from the
menu. The time to be there is 8:30 a.m., but people
always start arriving by 8:00 - 8:15 a.m.

recipe for a great party.  Thanks, Mike and Nancy
South.

Wrapping up the year with my last Chairman’s
Comments column, I must encourage you all to
consider running for Chairman for 2016.  The team of
officers you will inherit are tops in the nation for
support through the various responsibilities.
Conversations with other Chairmen reinforce how
lucky I have been to have had their help in keeping
the club moving along the seven years I’ve had the
privilege of serving.  But it’s time for a new face.  New
ideas, new energy.

Four names placed in nomination in the November
meeting include Bud Jessee, Kelly Bolton, Gerry
Thames and Lee Stigall.  Nominations will still be
open at the December meeting.  Campaign speeches
are welcome.

Dues are due.  Don’t put it off.  Gogetcher checkbook
right now, write one for $15, put it in your wallet, give it
to Membership Chairman Don Partridge at the Satur-
day breakfast meeting.  It’s that simple.  Paying cash?
(you do remember cash, donchew?) Bring correct
change.  Everybody whips out a 20.  Don is not a
bank teller.  He won’t have a dozen five-dolllar bills in
his wallet.  Neither will anyone else.

Even though this is my last Chairman’s Comments
effort, I’ll save you the laundry list of goinson these
last three years.  Just let me say it’s been a fine ride,
but it’s time to step aside.  There’s plenty of good, and
probably better, leadership talent in the club.  You
have a great support team in place.  Step up and take
your turn.

M ike and Nancy Phillips have again graciously
          agreed to host the Oklahoma Chapter
Christmas Party at their home, 11721 S. Canton,
Tulsa, 74137, in the Hunters Hills addition. The
easiest way to their house is off East 121st. Canton is
the second street east of Yale on the north side of
121st S. It’s a gated community and the gate should
be open. If not, press  the KEY button (looks like an
old key)  and then enter 041777 on the keypad and
the gate will open. If you have trouble, just enter 041
on the keypad and their home phone will be dialed to
open the gate. Their home is about the twelfth house
on the right ( east side of the street ). The phone
number is (918) 299-2562.

The party will begin at 6:30 p.m. with dinner.  The
Chapter will supply BBQ and soft drinks. Please bring
pot luck sides or a dessert. So mark  your calendars
now for Saturday, December 12, 2015

Plans are to have a gift exchange or “dirty santa” gift
game, so bring a gift or two to participate in this fun
game.  Please limit your expense to $10 per gift.

If you would like, please bring an unwrapped toy that
will be donated to the Marine’s Toys for Tots
campaign. Toys for Tots distributes toys to needy
children across the Tulsa area.  There will be a
sign-up sheet at our breakfast meeting on Saturday,
December 5.

Saturday, December 12, 2015
6:30 p.m.



Springs are in the Air

by Kelly Bolton

We are all passionate about Corvettes and
always like to check each one out, especially if

it’s in our preferred generation.  When looking at a
potential purchase there is always that added bit of
excitement where you envision yourself driving the car
down the road on a warm sunny day.  This bit of
excitement sometimes delays that NCRS gene from
kicking in where you normally look for and notice
items related to configuration, date, completeness,
installation and finish.

I recently had the opportunity to look  at a classic
1973 Corvette from a fellow NCRS member ( Let’s call
him Bob), and that bit of excutement may have
caused me to overlook a few items.  For example, the
tires--the tread looked good, and I knew they were an
older style that probably needed replacing sometime
in the near future. After the purchase, I drove the car
home and just realized that the tires were 39 years
old! That’s right, I drove it home and the tires were
VCU5 W77436, (VC - Firestone, Albany, GA, U5 -
GR70-15, W77 - Type of tire Construction, Armid Fibre
Police Pursuit Tires good to 125 MPH, 43 week of
year and 6-year.)

I wonder if I may have overlooked anything else?

I received 3 sets of wheels with the car, and I settled
on putting the American Racing Vectors (8 1/2” wide
with a little more offset than the factory wheels) on the
car with BF Goodrich P255/60R15’s ( Bob used these
wheels early in the Corvette’s life.)  My high school
buddy from the tire shop said, “OHHH Yeah ,they’ll
clear.”  Well, before I debuted the car at our Oklahoma
Chapter Breakfast meeting, I called the previous
owner (remember Bob) and asked if he would be in

attendance.  The answer was negative (leg injury that
had him limited to an electric scooter), so I decided to
take the car by his house to debut it.  The overall
reaction was very positive and when asked about the
tires he mentioned that they were going to rub. I said,
“Are you ready? “OHHH Yeah, they’ll clear,”  Upon
leaving I was headed downhill in Bob’s driveway with
a full lock right hand turn and the worst, most horrific
noise one could imagine (other than on over revved
smallblock) came from the front end as my tire rubbed
against the inner fender.  Bob about ran me down on
his power scooter and proceeded to give me a
fatherly chewing out that ended with something like “I
told you those tires would rub!”

Once back home my wife asked how it went and I
relayed the story of the tire clearance issue.  She later
mentioned that the incident may have put a negative
spin on my mood around the house for the next few
days.

In taking a closer look at the car’s stance I noticed
differing gaps between the top of the tires and the
fender.  The general stance was lower on the driver’s
side both front and rear.  Next step was to measure
trim heights from the shop manual, ground to bottom
of fender well (normal allowable tolerance +/- .75”)

Drivers Side Front
Manual – 27.75”, Current – 27.00”
Passengers Side Front
Manual – 27.75”, Current – 27.75”
Drivers Side Rear
Manual – 27.90”, Current – 27.375”
Passengers Side Rear
Manual – 27.90”, Current – 27.75”
(note: original tires, G70-15 – 27.5” Diameter, new
tires, P255/60R15 – 27.1” Diameter)



As it turns out coil springs are known to fatigue as
they work 24 hours a day whether you drive the car
or not, and after 42 years I suspected my front coil
springs were tired.

In looking for replacement coil springs, I first went to
the various Corvette catalogs and a fellow NCRS
member (let’s call him Scott) said, “If you want the
right coil spring for the car call Coil Spring
Specialists - 785 437-2025”.  I did and Kevin (X113)
said the Catalogs have springs from suppliers like
Moog that offer a best fit for a range of applications
while Coil Spring Specialists manufacture coil
springs to OEM Specs, 1934 to present and can
increase or shorten overall height. Coil Springs are
typically dipped in black lacquer or bead blasted so
you can leave natural or paint your choice of color.

A little bit about Coil Springs for a 1973 Corvette:
Coil Springs are divided into 5 different categories as
determined by weight.  2 Models – Coupe and
Convertible and 8 RPO Options which add into your
front spring weight - Power Windows, Auxiliary Top,
Air Conditioning, 454, Special High Performance
350, T.H. 400, Power Steering and last, the radio
(yes, it adds 5.5 lbs.).  My weight was 780.5 lbs. just
about in the middle for a Standard MD Code for front
coil spring ranges from 769 to 806 lbs.

Upon removal, the front coil springs had MA tags (up
to 768 lbs.) and  the replacement front coil springs
(MD) from Coil Spring Specialists were slightly
shorter and about .030” larger in diameter.  I asked
Kevin about the difference and he said, “The

Checking Loads
@ Checking
Load Heights are
correct for MD
Code.”

I had just
replaced the

rubber
bushings on
the bolts
common to the
rear trailing
arms and leaf
spring and put
new shock
absorbers on

the rear.  On the road to replacing the front coil springs
there was a little project creep.  First the front coil
springs, then the shocks, then the A-Frame bushings
(upper and lower), then the rear strut rod bushings and
OHHH! by the way, let’s get everything cleaned and
painted.

All back together and the tire rubbing issue that got this
all started is still there (not as much, but still there).  So
now more project creep as I’m off to see my new tire
man who says P245/60R15’s will clear, so I said let’s
give it a try.  About 2 hours later I received a call that
said the P245’s did not completely clear, and he was
bringing in a set of P235/60R15’s.  That did the trick
and I can now drive without fear of my front tires
rubbing the inner fenders.

Hopefully my journey will provide some insight and
options if you encounter similar issues and stay tuned
as my next installment will be to get some yellow paint
on the nose of the car.  How hard can that be?

Oklahoma Chapter
Merchandise

by Bob Clark

We currently have Oklahoma Chapter Denim
shirts, long and short sleeve, for $25  each. We

also have Oklahoma Chapter Sweat Shirts for $25
also.

Call me at 918 / 625-2303 or  918 / 299-9001 to order.
You could also send an email to
vettefan66@sbcglobal.net. Be sure to include the type
of shirt and size.

I haven’t been able to attend lately because of my
broken leg, but if you would contact me, I can arange to
get you the shirt that you might want.



The Oklahoma Chapter
of the NCRS 2016

by Scott Pfuehler

How about some ideas?

We, the Oklahoma Chapter of the NCRS, have a great
inventory of Corvettes and their stories. How about on
a monthly basis we delve into some of them?

Our breakfast meetings are the only time we really get
to see and look at the Corvettes in our group but even
then it’s not too closely. How about we figure out how
to get them together either individually or as a couple
or as a group and spend some time on them.

Claver’s Garage has said we could have a “fix it”
Saturday there, so I’ll bet we could put a Corvette or
two on the racks there to have a look see. We have in
our Chapter a restored ‘70 and an unrestored original
‘70 that would be great to put on the pair of racks at
Clavers and compare the two.
.
We have a restored ‘62 and an unrestored ‘62. We
could do the same thing to them. There are mid-years
all over the place to use as learning examples.We
have a whole bunch of Award winning Duntov and
McLellan winners within our group to look at and drool
over. Restored Corvettes are great to see especially
against some original ones as a reference. Then you
can see what the Judging Guide is talking about.
Pointing at something and saying “see that” is always
kind of neat. I’m talking drivers too, oil leaks and all.
That way we can see where to look when there is a
puddle on the garage floor. These drivers can be
some of the best to look at since this Oklahoma
NCRS group buys and sells Corvettes and being
aware of what you are buying can be a cost savings.

I would like to have the owners tell us about their
Corvette. When, where, why, what and all that stuff.
Dominic has said we could use his place for such an
endeavor also.

Could we have the occasional Saturday Breakfast
meeting at one of these places so everybody’s
Corvette would be there and available for our look see
in the parking lot or on the racks?

Judging classes that our Judging Chairman puts on
do not need to be all his effort . Each owner could
present his Corvette, or part of his Corvette to the
group.  So let’s dissect the interior in that ‘57 and see

how it’s put together, what’s under the dash and
behind the seats and under that hump behind the
seats. How does a solid axle windshield come off and
on when you want to replace the glass or dash pad?
How does that durn convertible top actually fold up
and down with all those pieces trying to get your
fingers?

Our Corvettes are our own little pieces of heaven so
tell us about it, show it off to your Corvette friends,,
keeping it all to yourself isn’t fair to those of who get
to watch you drive it.

We can have that tool class that Mike wants to put on.
How to do and or fix something can be part of it. So
add what you know to the process. Tom Parsons
would rebuild a trans for us, I’ll bet. Or at least tell us
about how they work and how to fix them.

We have a Web site NCRS-OK.org that is neat to look
at, but are we using it and how do we use it, how do
you want to use it. Should it have other content. Does
it provide us with exposure that benefits our club. A lot
of time was spent making it happen. Do we use it to
our advantage?

Do you know the difference between a repo part, an
NOS one, an old dirty used one or the original one
that came on your Corvett? Do you want to know, do
you need to know? Knowing can influence the value
of that Corvette you drive. Chevrolet part numbers
used to be well known by the enthusiast but even that
seems go be going away. 097 tells you what?

Speaking of numbers, you know all those numbers we
are supposed to be aware of and watching. Do you
know their location? Except the ones on top of the car
and motor can you find the others. On a rack is a
good time and place to locate and log them.  Know
how to find your rear end gear ratio. On a rack is a
good time to learn.

The list of stuff to do with our Corvettes goes on and
on, but what I find fun and interesting with this group
is the idea of originality and how to document it to
ourselves.

How about we consider some of these ideas and
gather your ideas about Corvettes and  events and
make them happen?



Bob Clark  •  Editor

10809 So. Louisville Ave.  •  Tulsa, OK 74137-6720

home • (918) 299-9001  •  work • (918) 298-2777

Fax - work 918-298-2778  •  home 918-298-9094

E-Mail  • vettefan66@sbcglobal.net

Upcoming Events

NCRS registered marks used in the NCRS Drivellne: NCRS
Flight Awards, NCRS Master Judge Award, NCRS
Performance Verification Award, NCR t Founders Award,
NCHS Sportsman Award, NCRS American Heritage Award,
NCRS Dunto McLellan, and Hill Mark of Excellence Awards,
and the NCRS Folz Memorial Award. All an registered with
the United States Patent and Trademark Office.

*** Please  think about writing an article or contributing an
item of interest for the newsletter.  This can be a tech tip
you've found, an article to reprint from another publication
that would be of interest, a personal experience that would
interest other members, or an item of news about the
chapter or its members.  Remember, include pictures  if you
can. Your Corvette classified ads are welcome, too. You can
mail, e-mail, FAX, or loan me a diskette or flash drive
(Windows or Macintosh ).  Remember!!  Your help  is
needed to make this newsletter a voice of our chapter !

NCRS Communication
To keep up to date with the latest news from your
Oklahoma Chapter NCRS and your Region VII Director,
be sure to advise Bob Clark or Don Partridge of any
e-mail address changes.  This also applies to phone
numbers and new mailing addresses.

If your address is not current, then you will not receive the
latest news and information.

Thanks also go to Jim
Elder, Neal Kennedy, and
Verle Randolph for their
continuing help in folding
and mailing.

Thanks to
Brad Williams and

Mazzio’s for continuing
to support the

Oklahoma Chapter
NCRS.

We appreciate your
help.

Thanks to Kelly Bolton, Scott
Pfuehler and Bonney Clark
for their contributions to this
issue.

Dec     5     Oklahoma Chapter Breakfast Meeting - Ollie’s Station Restaurant  - 4070 Southwest Blvd - Tulsa, OK
Dec    15    Attitude Adjustment Night - Bravos Mexican Grill - 4532 East 51st St. - Tulsa, OK
Dec    12    Oklahoma Chapter Christmas Dinner & Party - At the home of Mike & Nancy Phillips -Tulsa, OK

2016
Jan      2    Oklahoma Chapter Breakfast Meeting - Ollie’s Station Restaurant  - 4070 Southwest Blvd - Tulsa, OK
Jan  20-23  Florida SUNnFUN NCRS Winter Regional - Lakeland, Florida - (info in the current issue of Driveline)
Apr  21-23  Indiana NCRS Regional - Auburn, Indiana - (Auctions America)
May 19-21  North Central NCRS Regional - Rochester, Minnesota
June  2-4    Northwest NCRS Regional - Bend, Oregon
July 17-22  NCRS National Convention - Warwick, Rhode Island

918.948.6589


