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Chairman’s Comments
              by Neal Kennedy

Corvettes got off to a good start in the 24 Hours
of Daytona.  Well, not exactly at the start.

Acoupla Porsches led the class for about the first
six hours.  Would you believe they took each other
out, much to the displeasure of their fellow team
drivers, the crew and Porsche fans.  That left the
two C7.R’s to duke it out with a BMW for most of
the rest of the race.

Also in the mix were some Ferrari and Aston Martin
hopefuls.  The Vipers are in a different (slower)
class this year.  The two major sports car racing
series combined acoupla years ago, settling on
four classes.  The Vettes run in GT LM, for Grand
Touring Le Mans.  The Vipers compete in GT D, as
in Daytona.

In fairness to those factory-team Porsche drivers,
an Aston Martin gets credit for causing the German
cars to crash out.  It could be said the Porsches
were racing a bit too hard that early in a 24 hour
race.  When an Aston Martin closed the door a little
early entering a corner on the road course, it was a
major league “oops.”

The Corvettes ran nose-to-tail most of the time.  At
the 12 hour mark, they were running 1-2 .
However, in two separate incidents, the #4 Vette
knocked a front corner off, requiring long pit stops
to tape on new bodywork.  The suspension
survived but a pesky BMW kept both cars honest.
The fourth place car, a Ferrari, I think, was 23 laps
down at the finish.  Speaking of the finish, it was
Corvette, BMW, Corvette….  less than 30 seconds
apart.  Pretty close racin’ for a 24 hour event!

Now, club bidness.  Acoupla highlights of the first
month of the new year.  Brett Driscoll put together a
great Judging School with a restored ’62 fuelie as
the class project.  Look for the article in this issue
of The Sidepipe.

Another article in this month’s newsletter reports on
a trip down south to the Florida Chapter Winter
Regional Meet in Lakeland.  A new location for the
event.  Two Oklahoma Chapter members made the
trip, towing a historic ’56.  January was a good
month for straight axles!

As they say in the broadcasting business, “take
two.”  Last month’s planned viewing of “The Quest”
will try again after this month’s breakfast meeting.
Plan on about an hour-long video.  Lee Stigall will
get technical assistance from Brett.  Another
straight axle story for us to enjoy.

A tools seminar is planned for March.  This is not a
classroom lecture.  It’s a concept suggested by
Immediate Past President Mike Aichele.  It will
include hands-on demonstrations of several
techniques car guys might need as they pursue our
hobby.  Your participation is what will make it a
success.  If you have experience with some special
tool, or have made a tool to perform a specific task,
let Mike know.  He’s offered his airplane hangar for
the event, so it’s a rain-or-shine deal for some
Saturday next month.  It’s a great opportunity to
share your knowledge with the club.

April is the month for our Chapter Judging Meet.
Brett has already put in lotsa hours lining things up
for the event.  Get registered early so we can order
tee shirts and stuff, and get ready for a great meet
with special guests and tech sessions beyond the
actual judging.

May is The “Heart of America” Regional in Joplin.
The Kansas City, St. Louis and Oklahoma
Chapters are hosting the event.  Registration forms
are in the latest Driveline, or you can do it on line.
Mike Aichele and Phil Gray are putting together the
list of our chapter members who raised their hands
to help.  Phil will pass around a sign-up sheet at
the breakfast.  Can’t make the meeting. Call ‘em



February Breakfast Meeting

Our monthly breakfast will take place on
        Saturday, February 7.  The location is Ollie’s
Station Restaurant in the Redfork area of West Tulsa.
The address is  4070 Southwest Blvd. The phone
number is (918)446-0524, in case you need it.

You can choose the buffet or you can order from the
menu. The time to be there is 8:30 a.m., but people
always start arriving by 8:00 - 8:15 a.m.

Attitude Adjustment Night

The gathering place for our February Attitude
       Adjustment Night on Tuesday evening,
February 17, will be The Rib Crib Restaurant,
8040 South Yale.  We have the use of a meeting
room for our group.

The  time  people  start  to  arrive  is 5:30  p.m.
Most are there before 6:00 p.m. The food is quite
good and Tuesday night is “Rib Night” - all the ribs
and side orders that you can eat for $13.99.  There
are specials on beer, too.

and let ‘em know you will be attending.

Events Chairman Jim Elder is also working on
scheduling a trip to Pete’s Place in Stroud.  Specific
dates are pending depending on Pete’s plans.  He
makes most of the major swap meets with his special
collection of Chevy parts so most of his weekends are
booked.  Bud Jessee is again going to give us a
history lesson cruise down Route 66 on our way
there.  He did a great job heading north on 66 last
summer.  Now he’ll go southwest.  Stay tuned.

Scott Phuehler continues to do what he calls “the
grunt work” in handling our donation to help get
hyperbaric medical treatment to our veterans.  A
lengthy discussion at our January meeting resulted in
a decision to donate through The Oklahoma Veteran
Traumatic Brain Injury Treatment and Recovery Act.
(Whew, I ran outa breath just typing that title.)  We are
getting close to getting Verle Randolph’s idea
wrapped up.  Stay tuned on that one, too.

  So… lotsa stuff on the calendar for the coming
months and our little ol’ club.  Don’t just be a by-
stander.  Offer to help, and better yet, organize an
activity yourself.  Jim will help you with scheduling,
and we can all enjoy finding new ways to enjoy our
cars, and one another.

To the Highest Bidder

1956-7 Corvette nose wall art

Just add some body work,
chrome pieces & paint color of
choice.

Make your check out to the
Little Light House.

Questions - Call Scott
   918 - 437-5292



Did They Missamee
In Kissimmee?

by Neal Kennedy
Picture from John Neas

and also the Florida Chapter

New digs
        in Florida
for the 36th

Annual NCRS
Winter
Regional Meet
January 21-24.
It all started
many years
ago in Cypress
Gardens, then
moved to
Kissimmee.
Both of those
locations were
outdoor events.
But the sun
always shines in
Florida.  Right?
Reliable sources
tell me there
were times
when cars were
being judged in
20 degree wind
chill conditions.

Even when the
temperature
cooperated,
there was that
heavy morning
dew that was
somewhat
unwelcome on
the judging field.
Rain often
blessed the
meet at least
one day.  And
then, a last
minute snag
forced the event
to vacate the
Kissimmee
venue this year.

It “landed” at an airfield a little over 25 miles to the
south.  Lakeland, Fla. welcomed the Corvettes in

2015.  It was
centered at the
Sun’n’Fun
facility at Linder
Regional
Airport.  The
big news was, it
was INDOORS.
And no judges
were
complaining.
With about 60
cars submitted
for judging, the
protection from
the elements,
rain or sun,
was quite
welcome.

By invitation,
John Neas and
Mike Smith
towed one of
John’s
collection to the
meet.  It seems
the organizers
decided to
feature his
1956 Sebring
Racer on the
event shirts.
So, why not
have the car on
special display
as well?
Participants
could take a
selfie-or-two
with the car
while wearing
their Sebring
Racer tee
shirts!  Much
better for
sending home
to Momma
than photos
from the strip
bar they visited
each night.

John’s incredibly restored ‘56 race car was among
good company in the separate display area.  The



CERV II was
there along with
possibly the only
existing ZR-1
prototype.  That
1989 C4 and the
CERV II are in
the photos
supplied by
John and Mike.
Just over three-
thousand ‘89
Vettes carried
the ZR-1 badge
along with their
Stillwater, Ok.,
built engines.
It’s nice to see
NCRS
acknowledging
more of the
limited
production cars.
Especially like
this trio that put
a capper on
another fine
Florida meet.

The new
location in
Lakeland
received rave
reviews from
event
organizers and
participants
alike.  The
indoor display
area allowed
attendees to
enjoy the great
Florida weather
with the hangar
doors wide
open…  while
the local
businesses
welcomed the
Corvette crowd
with arms wide
open.

Judging Matrix
Training School

by Brett Driscoll
NCRS # 26846

We had a wonderful day at Dominic’s garage on
the 17th

of January. The
weather was
spectacular and
Tim Zane’s ‘62
Corvette was
very nice as
well. About a
dozen chapter
members
participated in
the matrix
training school.
Everyone was
very helpful and
provided Tim
with some very
insightful
information
about the
various
aspects of his
Corvette’s
parts and
pieces. The
group went
through the
exterior,
interior, and
mechanical
sections first
while the car
was at floor
level. Once
that was
complete we
brought the
car up on the
lift and looked
at the
underside and
chassis of the ‘62. It is a very nice car that each of
us would be proud to own. I hope that Tim is able to
take his newly acquired information and put it to
good use in the care and enjoyment of his Corvette.



I want to thank
each of the
members who
came out and
helped with this
endeavor. Your
dedication is
what makes our
club such a
great group. I
want to thank
Dominic White
for graciously
allowing the
group to use his
facility. Tim
provided the
group with
bagels for
breakfast and
sandwiches for
lunch. Thanks
for the
nourishments.  It
really hit the
spot.  I learned a
lot at the ‘62
school and I
hope everyone
else did too.
There will be
more of these
judging school
opportunities in
the future.  I
hope you make
the effort to join
us in the fun.

Save The Wave

Photos by
Tim Zane
and Phil Gray

The Need For Speed
by Frank Banner - Powell,WY

As a teenager, I was lucky enough to own a 1958
Corvette. The cramped seating, drafty windows

and doors, and limited storage capacity weren’t ideal
for a high school student, but the power under the
hood was worth it.

At 4 o’clock on a
cold November
morning in
1960, a friend
and I headed
out of Chicago
to hunt for
pheasant some
100 miles away.
Route 66 was
cold, dark and
dry-perfect! We cruised along at 60 mph, enjoying the
absence of other vehicles on the road. As we
discussed our hopes for success in the field that day,
a big car drove alongside us. Glancing to the left, I
saw the huge chrome bumper and shiny fender of a
‘59 or ’60 Pontiac Bonneville. The car was colossal
and dwarfed my Corvette. The massive Pontiac kept
at my side, not passing or dropping back. To a couple
of teenagers, this was a challenge. After a split
second of contemplation, we both screamed at the
same time, “Race!” My speedometer swept to the
right, far past the legal limit. The Bonneville kept up
with my tiny white rocket. I peeked again at the dash,
which told me I was going 142 mph, before the
Pontiac fell
back. The duel
ended as
quickly as it had
begun, and my
Corvette was
victorious. .
FRANK BANER•
Powell, WY Frank
Baner poses for a
picture in the
driver’s seat of his
white 1958 Corvette, which he raced down Route 66

(from Reminisce April/May, 2013 -
brought to our attention by Wilma Clark)

Love at First Sight
AFTER 45 YEARS OF INFATUATION,
THIS ARKANSAS BOY DROVE HOME HIS DREAM CAR.

by William Keen  - Chico, California

0n a bright summer day in 1953, I sat on the
porch swing eagerly watching for Dr. Adair

who was coming to visit my sick grandma. As I
looked down the wide blacktop street, saw a car
approaching that was more beautiful than any I’d



seen in Bald Knob, Arkansas.

Dr. Adair pulled up and parked his new car, a
Corvette, in front of our house. I didn’t follow him
inside to listen to the grown-ups talk as I usually did.
Instead, I stayed outside and inspected the Corvette.
It was a beautiful bright white, top-down, two-door
sports car with chrome full-wheel covers, whitewall
tires and an unbelievable red interior. Even without
warning from
an adult, I
knew this
wasn’t
something a
9-year-old
kid like me
should put
his dirty
hands on.

I walked
circle after
circle around
that Corvette
until Dr. Adair came out of the house. To my surprise
he encouraged me to touch the car, even sit in the
driver’s seat. From then on I wanted a car just like it.

That summer, America’s obsession with Corvettes
began. The first production model rolled off the
assembly line in June, mere months after the public
raved about the roadster’s prototype at the General

Motors 1953 Motorama show. Often considered the
first American sports car, the Corvette revved up our
demand for faster, flashier automobiles.  As the years
passed, I paid close attention to the Corvette. Each
new model was more perfect than the one before. To
my eye, no other vehicle could match its style. But as
a young single man, I couldn’t afford one. Later, as a
married man with a wife and three kids, it wasn’t a
practical purchase.

But in 1998, 45
years after losing
my heart, I finally
found my
Corvette. After
months of
searching,  I
bought a 1978
Limited Edition
Indy 500 Pace
Car. a Black with
silver trim and an
interior of silver

leather.  It was just what I wanted. The model was
created in honor of a quarter of a century of Corvette
production and commemorated the Corvette’s first
appearance as a pace car for the Indianapolis 500. I
have no doubt that Dr. Adair would have been
pleased with my chosen Corvette.

(from Reminisce April/May, 2013 -
brought to our attention by Wilma Clark)

1953-1962 Steering Linkage Third Arm Bearing
 By Tim Ehiers

Reprinted from: http://www.rarecorvettes.comIRARE/StceringLipJcagepi

Anyone who has had experience with the early Corvettes will tell you the steering gear box is a source of
problems. Over the years, I have overhauled many of these steering boxes, and, other than having

difficulty getting the parts; I have been able to restore the steering to its
design specifications without too much trouble.

Recently, I was asked to help an NCRS member with a steering
problem, and I found the third arm bearing had been contaminated with
water and had rusted so badly the steering was almost impossible to
operate. If you think about it, the only thing keeping water and dirt out of
that bearing is the little foam rubber ring which fits over the top of the
bearing. As the years pass, the rubber deteriorates. The result can be a
damaged third arm bearing, which is impossible to inspect visually.

The only way I know of to inspect the third arm bearing is to grab the
third arm and try to move it up and down. There should be no up and



down play in the arm. As you can see in the cross sectional view, the bearing is a double row ball bearing,
installed in a cavity in the third arm, and held in place by a large snap ring. The stud projects up through the
bracket where it is bolted on with a castle nut, and secured with a cotter pin. For years these bearings were
difficult to find, but now they are being made. The only problem is that, after thirty to forty years, the bearing is
rather used to being installed in its cavity, and it is very difficult to remove. The Corvette Servicing Guide
(ST-12) says you should be able to tap it out. I tapped a lot. I always try to follow the directions in the book, but
I have never been able to remove one of these bearings by tapping.

Since the center stud rotates, it is difficult to use it as a puller. I first tried to thread a nut onto the stud and, by
stacking up a series of large flat washers under the nut, use the threaded portion of the stud as a means of
forcing the bearing out of the cavity. This didn’t work. Not only did the stud turn, but since the force was exerted
on the threads of the stud, damage to the
threads could easily occur. I developed a puller,
which will hold the stud, not allowing it to turn,
while pulling straight up on it.

The two-piece tool is shown in photo #1. You
will notice the receiver is made of pipe and
washers welded together, and the force bolt is a
hardware store item. The threads of the force
bolt are the same as the threads of the third-arm
bearing stud. (3/4-inch by 16 threads-per-inch).

The tall nut is threaded onto the stud, as shown
in photo #2. The receiver is placed over the tall
nut and the force bolt is then threaded down
through the receiver into the tall nut (photo #3).
The top wrench is used to hold the force bolt
from turning, while the other wrench is used to
turn the regular nut down the threads of the force bolt. In doing so, the bearing and stud are forced upwards,
and easily extracted from the arm (photo #4). By using this method, no damage can occur to the arm or to the
stud. No heat is used, which could cause damage to the forging.

After the bearing has been removed, the cavity can be cleaned and the new bearing can be installed using a
little “Anti Seize” to insure that the next time it will come out a little more easily.

Needed items:

• (1)1-1/4" X 2-3/4" Galv. Pipe

• (1) 3" X 1-1/4" Galv. Pipe

• (2) 1-1/2" X 3-1/2" Wrought Washer (or equiv.), (Cut Square and Weld on common center to form receiver)

• (1) 3/4" - 16 N.F. X 4-1/2" Machine Bolt (Grade 5 mm.)

• (1) 3/4" - 16 N.F. Hex Nut (Grade 5 mm.)

• (1) 3/4" U.S.S. Washer

• (1) 3/4fl - 16 NY. Tall Nut (approx. 2-1/4")

Or  you could do it the poor man’s method using a variety of wrenches, pipes, supports, and clamps like I did!

(Rprinted with permission from Tim Ehlers)



Bob Clark  •  Editor

10809 So. Louisville Ave.  •  Tulsa, OK 74137-6720

home • (918) 299-9001  •  work • (918) 298-2777

Fax - work 918-298-2778  •  home 918-298-9094

E-Mail  • vettefan66@sbcglobal.net

Upcoming Events

NCRS registered trademarks used in The Sidepipe are:
NCRS Founders Awards ®, NCRS Master Judges Awards
®, NCRS Performance Verification Awards ®, NCRS Flight
Awards ® and NCRS Sportsman Awards ® are registered
with the United States Department of Commerce and
Trademarks Office. Registration application is pending for
NCRS American Heritage Awards.

*** Please  think about writing an article or contributing an
item of interest for the newsletter.  This can be a tech tip
you've found, an article to reprint from another publication
that would be of interest, a personal experience that would
interest other members, or an item of news about the
chapter or its members.  Remember, include pictures  if you
can. Your Corvette classified ads are welcome, too. You can
mail, e-mail, FAX, or loan me a diskette or flash drive
(Windows or Macintosh ).  Remember!!  Your help  is
needed to make this newsletter a voice of our chapter !

NCRS Communication
To keep up to date with the latest news from your
Oklahoma Chapter NCRS and your Region VII Director,
be sure to advise Bob Clark or Don Partridge of any
e-mail address changes.  This also applies to phone
numbers and new mailing addresses.

If your address is not current, then you will not receive the
latest news and information.

Thanks also go to Jim
Elder, Neal Kennedy, and
Verle Randolph for their
continuing help in folding
and mailing.

Thanks to
Brad Williams and

Mazzio’s for continuing
to support the

Oklahoma Chapter
NCRS.

We appreciate your
help.

Thanks to Brett Driscoll, Neal
Kennedy, Scott Pfuehler, Tim
Zane, John Neas, Phil Gray,
Tim Ehlers and Wilma Clark
for their contributions to this
issue.

Feb    7    Oklahoma Chapter Breakfast Meeting - Ollie’s Station Restaurant  - 4070 Southwest Blvd - Tulsa, OK
Feb    17   Attitude Adjustment Night - Rib Crib Restaurant - 8040 South Yale Ave. - Tulsa, OK
Mar    7     Oklahoma Chapter Breakfast Meeting - Ollie’s Station Restaurant  - 4070 Southwest Blvd - Tulsa, OK
April  18    Oklahoma Chapter NCRS Judging Meet -  Contact Brett Driscoll for information - 918-406-3715
April 23-24 Tulsa Swap Meet - Creek County Fairgrounds - sponsered by th Early V-8 Club
Mar  19-21 NCRS Arizona Regional - Tucson, Arizona - See Driveline for info
May 14-17  NCRS Joplinl Regional - Holiday Inn Convention Center - Joplin, Missouri -See Driveline for info

918.948.6589


