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President’s Comments—Our next meeting is 

Saturday, February 4th, 2023 at our usual place. 

As I sat down to prepare my comments for the February 2023 
Sidepipe, I watched the Corvette C8.R leading GTD Pro for the 
Rolex 24 at Daytona after almost 21 hours.  It is great to see the 
Corvette up front!  There is so much excitement in the Corvette 
world right now. The last two weeks have brought major 
announcements around both Corvette Racing and from 
Chevrolet.  We are seeing major evolution in the racing world 
and in the new production Corvettes. 

Just this past week, Corvette Racing unveiled the Corvette Z06 
GT3.R for 2024.  This car is the closest to the production 
Corvette of any race car in the history of Corvette Racing.  It 
shares the 5.5L flat plane crank engine with the street version of 
the Z06 and the body for the race car is being built in Bowling 
Green.  From the Chevrolet website: 

"Designed for the 2024 racing season to compete in the GT3 
category, Corvette Z06 GT3.R will soon join a family of long-
standing victors on the track. This track-only race car will be the 
first that Chevrolet offers to both pro and amateur teams." 

On January 17th, the much anticipated launch of the 2024 E-Ray 
was announced.  The advent of the first hybrid car in Corvette 
history has been polarizing in the Corvette 
community.  Regardless of where you stand on that topic, it is an 
incredible engineering feat and a step toward the future for the 
Corvette.  From a performance perspective, it is very impressive; 
all-wheel drive with 160 hp driving the front wheels and the 495 
hp LT2 driving the rear wheels.  It is the quickest Corvette ever 
at 0-60 mph in 2.5 seconds.   

In addition to these two announcements, we are seeing positive 
news about Z06 production.  Z06 production is finally starting to 
ramp up after "Putting the World on Notice" about the 
production Z06 in October of 2021.  As of January 27, 2023, 677 
cars have been built so far, with 267 built in the past 3 
weeks.  Soon we'll see some of these cars on the streets and 
highways of Oklahoma. 

(Continued on page 2) 

Board Member’s Report 

Monthly Meeting — 1st Saturday Monthly 

Ollie’s Station Restaurant, 4070 Southwest Blvd, Tulsa, OK 74107 

7:30 AM to 08:00 AM—Parking Lot Gathering; 08:30 AM meeting starts indoors! 

Dues Reminder—Your 2023 Chapter Dues were due in January 2023.    If you 

haven’t paid them yet, you can bring them to the breakfast meeting or mail them to the me. 

Donald (Don) L Partridge October 30, 
1937—January 25, 2023.   

Funeral Service for Don Partridge were 
held on Tuesday, January 31, 2023 at Hope 
Christian Ministries in Broken Arrow, OK. 
Burial was at Park Grove Cemetery Broken 
Arrow, OK. 

 
Don was a 1956 graduate of Will Rogers High School in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma. While attending Texas A & M University, 
he shared with other cadets in the responsibility of looking 
after Reveille, the school's mascot. He married the former Miss 
Janice McIntire in Broken Arrow, Oklahoma on December 6, 
1963. Don worked most of his life as a Parts Manager for 
Wilkerson Chevrolet in Tulsa, Oklahoma. He loved cars but 
none more than his two 1967 Corvettes. Don was a long-time 
member (#761) of both the National Corvette Restorers 
Society (NCRS) and the Oklahoma Chapter of the NCRS.  

Upon retirement, Don and Janice enjoyed all forms of travel 
including family trips to Hawaii, a cruise in Alaska, and 
several bus trips with Janice to various parts of the country. 
While at home, he enjoyed putting together jigsaw puzzles, 
keeping up with the St. Louis Cardinals, and spoiling 
grandchildren. Don was a faithful member of Hope Christian 
Ministries where he excelled at his primary role of being the 
front door greeter. 
Don is survived by, Wife, Janice Partridge, Broken Arrow, 
OK; 
Daughter, Donella Green and husband Randy, Edmond, OK; 
Son, Denton Partridge and wife Karla, Broken Arrow, OK; 
Grandchildren, Weston Green and wife Lanie, and Erin Marie 
Green; Brother, Mike Partridge and wife Karen, Broken 
Arrow, OK.  
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For news more specific to our chapter, we are making progress 
on planning some fun events for 2023.  We had another officers 
meeting on January 28 to start working through some of the 
details. At our January chapter meeting, we discussed several 
possible events through the year.  Lots of good options are on the 
table, but we are focused on activities for the spring, including 
judging events, garage tours, and a road tour.  Gene Holtz will be 
sharing details about a judging school in Tulsa on March 4th and 
a judging event in Stillwater on April 29th.  We are putting 
together a garage tour at Garage Condos of Tulsa on March 18th, 
with several chapter members opening up their garages and 
showing off their Corvettes  May should be a good month for 
another road tour, so plan to join us on a trip down old Route 66 
on May 23 for the Attitude Adjustment Night at Rudy's Bar-B-Q, 
3437 West Memorial Road in Oklahoma City.   For more details 
about these spring activities and to get a sneak peak of other 
activities in the works, please join us at Ollie's Station Restaurant 
at 8:30 am on February 4th. 

NCRS Oklahoma Chapter President 
Rob Wilson (NCRS #48348) 

___________________________ 

Membership Chairman’s Comments—Our 

current membership roster sits at 75 members with 55 of those 
having paid their 2023 dues.  We are currently at a 73% renewal 
rate.  I will be accepting your 2023 dues at the February 2023 
meetings or by mail. 

NCRS Oklahoma Chapter Membership Chairman 
Michael Aichele (NCRS #11685) 

___________________________ 

Judging Chairman’s Comments 

OKLAHOMA CHAPTER SPRING JUDGING MEET 

On Saturday April 29th the Oklahoma Chapter NCRS will hold 
our annual spring judging meet at Larry Witt's building at 4100 
W. Lakeview in Stillwater, Ok. It is a central location between 
Tulsa, OKC and Wichita and there will be a cruise from each 
location on Saturday morning. The judged cars will be set up 
inside Friday the 28th to be ready for our 9:00 AM start time on 
Saturday. As of now I have 2 cars to judge, a 1958 and a 1960 
and the possibility of more if we have enough judges to handle 
the load.  

The schedule for the weekend is 

Friday- set up cars inside along with judging supplies 

Saturday- Cruise from Tulsa- contact Rob Wilson 

                Cruise from OKC- contact Gene Holtz 

                 Cruise from Wichita- contact Rick Smiley 

If you are coming from out of town and want to stay Friday or 
Saturday night there are three (3) close by hotels. I will not be 
setting up a host hotel but will list them in the registration form. 
Arrival time is 8:00 to 8:45 with donuts when you get there.  

Judging School will start at 9:00 AM  

Flight Judging will start by 10:00 AM 

Lunch Break with PIZZA around 12:00  

Finish judging and tabulation with awards when all completed by 
approximately 3:00 PM. 

When I get the registration online at the NCRS coming events, 
event registration page I will have Mike email everyone to 
register. There will be no cost to be a judge but we do have a 
$50:00 fee to have your Corvette judged to cover supplies. I will 
also have a judge's sign up sheet at the March and April 
Oklahoma Chapter club meeting's. Chapter judging is about 
learning about your car and the judging process, When I assign 
judging teams there will be one experienced judge with one 
novice judge so we can all learn. So mark your calendrer 
and  please consider joining us in Stillwater, OK as you will have 
a great time a maybe learn a little bit about old Corvette's in the 
process.   

NCRS Oklahoma Chapter Judging Chairman 
Gene Holtz (NCRS #10606) 
email blue65L84@aol.com  or 405-317-3919  

___________________________ 

Treasurer’s Comments: We still got money in the 

bank! 
 

NCRS Oklahoma Chapter Treasurer 
Scott Pfuehler (NCRS #20940) 
 
 

mailto:blue65l84@aol.com
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TULSA HAPPENINGS (PLEASE RSVP) 

OK NCRS Monthly Dinner Night—Is a night for the Chapter Member’s, spouses, partners, or 
singles to get together and mingle.  It is a good time for all!  Please come join us. 

Thursday, February 9th’s dinner will be at RICARDOS.  Join us for the iconic Chile Rellenos Ri-
cardo’s has made famous for over 40 years. 

Ricardos is located at 5629 E. 41st St., Tulsa, OK.   If you’ve never been to Ricardos, it’s in the strip 
center where Panera’s faces 41st St.  

We always encourage our “singles” to join in the fun.   

Let Nancy Phillips know you’ll be joining us! Contact her at 918-770-1043 or  

nancy.phillips@isocentric.com. We hope to see you there. 

Future dates: March 9th—2023 

OKLAHOMA CITY HAPPENINGS  
ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT NIGHT OKLAHOMA CITY—Tuesday February 28th will be 
this months Attitude Adjustment Night at RUDY'S “Country Store” and Bar-B-Q located at 3437 
W Memorial Dr. Oklahoma City, OK. Arrival time is 5:30 with dinner at 6:00. Hope to see you there.  

Online Links you might find interesting! 

• https://www.motortrend.com/features/1957-corvette-custom-bali-hai-barn-find/?
wc_mid=4035:24060&wc_rid=4035:651317&_wcsid=F80CA912269BC762EF97E8EE2C6599DD2F0EB0D
5C446A6A4   -   Iconic 1957 Custom Corvette Show Car “Bali Hai” Found after 62 Years 

• https://www.motortrend.com/news/1954-chevrolet-corvette-corvair-concept-mecum-auctions/?
wc_mid=4035:24060&wc_rid=4035:651317&_wcsid=F80CA912269BC762EF97E8EE2C6599DD2F0EB0D
5C446A6A4   -   The Coolest Car That No Longer Exists: the 1954 Corvette Corvair! 

• https://www.motortrend.com/features/1963-chevy-corvette-race-car-barn-find/?
wc_mid=4035:24054&wc_rid=4035:651317&_wcsid=F80CA912269BC762EF97E8EE2C6599DD3D20CC
C48C6F0867   -   Vintage 1963 Corvette Race Car Found After Being Parked for 44 Years! 

• https://www.motortrend.com/features/c4-corvette-zr1-details-mecum-auctions/?
wc_mid=4035:23990&wc_rid=4035:651317&_wcsid=F80CA912269BC762EF97E8EE2C6599DDB345C00
87A96272B   -   The Oft-Overlooked ZR-1 Corvette: Everything You Need to Know 

• https://www.corvetteforum.com/articles/corvette-z06-z07-best-sports-car/?
utm_source=2022129&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=content   -   Corvette Z06 Z07: “The Best 
Sports Car I Have Ever Owned or Driven” 

• https://voicesofoklahoma.com/interviews/morgan-david/    -   David Morgan “Race Car Driver” 

https://www.motortrend.com/features/1957-corvette-custom-bali-hai-barn-find/?wc_mid=4035:24060&wc_rid=4035:651317&_wcsid=F80CA912269BC762EF97E8EE2C6599DD2F0EB0D5C446A6A4
https://www.motortrend.com/features/1957-corvette-custom-bali-hai-barn-find/?wc_mid=4035:24060&wc_rid=4035:651317&_wcsid=F80CA912269BC762EF97E8EE2C6599DD2F0EB0D5C446A6A4
https://www.motortrend.com/features/1957-corvette-custom-bali-hai-barn-find/?wc_mid=4035:24060&wc_rid=4035:651317&_wcsid=F80CA912269BC762EF97E8EE2C6599DD2F0EB0D5C446A6A4
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Nancy and I carry some really compact chairs in our Corvette 
and thought others might like some information on them.  
Several years ago when we were riding a BMW motorcycle, we 
need some really compact chairs for our travels.  Space is limited 
on a motorcycle and when taking a long trip there’s hardly 
enough room for several days of clothing and other travel items 
let alone room for something to sit on.  Someone in our BMW 
group suggested we look into the “Kermit Chair”.  We looked 
into them and liked them so well we bought a couple.  They are 
perfect for our Corvette, because they take up very little room 
and are easy to put together and take a part.  Here is some 
information on them. 

The Kermit Chair - Hand Made in Tennessee 

The Kermit Chair was designed around 1984 by a motorcycle 
rider. There was not a comfortable chair on the market that was 
compact enough to carry and pack tight.  The chair evolved over 
the years and has become a favorite by many motorcycle 
campers.  Approximately 12,000 Kermit chairs have been sold. 
The chair has been mainly sold by word of mouth, and has 
almost a cult following in BMW motorcycle circles. 

The Kermit Chair is a light weight chair with the comfort and 
beauty not found in other portable chairs.  It packs in a bag to a 
length of 22" and 4"x6" in diameter.  The chair is made from 
hardwoods and aluminum, and all hardware is stainless steel.  All 
wood is double dipped in marine grade polyurethane.  The finish 
is thicker than a spray and protects the chair for a lifetime.  The 
cloth is 1000 denier nylon and is cut with heat to prevent 
raveling.  The chair comes with a bag and carrying strap.  The 
Kermit Chair has been the camp chair of choice for BMW 
motorcycle campers. We at Kermit Chair Company would like to 
introduce the chair to others who need to pack tight, but not give 
up on comfort, design and beauty.     

  

PRODUCT DESCRIPTION: 

• Seating surface:  sling type with back and arm rests 

• Setup/pack:  less than 1 minute with no small loose parts 

• Weight capacity:  350 lb – tested to over 750 lb 

• Packed size:  4" by 6" by 22" 

• Seat height:  approx. 11.5" 

• Weight:  approx. 5.3 lb 

• Warranty:  5 years covering function 

• Materials:  oak frame coated with marine finish, 2/3 lb of 
aluminum plates & bars, nuts & bolts of stainless steel 

• Covers & bag made of 1000 denier nylon pack cloth 

• Colors:  forest green, burgundy, black, navy, & red 

• All chairs have black bags 

• Accessories:  leg extensions raise seat height to 17.5” 
formed aluminum tubes with rubber tips packed in a black 
bag 9.5" by 3.5" by 3.5" 

• Embroidery:  names available in block & script styles 

Kermit Chair Company 

Nashville, TN 37221 

Phone (888) 729-9836 

info@kermitchair.com 

http://www.kermitchair.com/ 

Michael Aichele (NCRS # 11685) 

Update:  Kermit Chair Company is still in business, however 
their prices have increase significantly since I originally wrote 
this article in 2010.  I still carry these little guy’s with me when I 
go to an event, however the chair has gotten smaller or I have 
gotten bigger.  Also they seem a lot closer to the ground now 
than they did when I first bought them back in 1994 or 1995.  I 
guess I’m just getting old and don’t get up and down like I did 
when I was younger.  I still like them and will pass them on to 
my grandkids one of these days. 

A few accessories they didn’t have when I bought ours. 

A Chair Made for Corvettes? 

Provided by Michael Aichele (NCRS #11685) 

Table 

Cup Holder 

Leg Extension 
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BOWLING GREEN, KY.  In his 'Vette 
City office, the Cardinals memorabilia on 
the walls gives the only hint of Eldon 
Renaud's former life in St. Louis. Renaud, 
the longtime head of the United Auto 
Workers here, is a proud Kentuckian now. 

Things might have gone another way, both 
for him and the former Corvette plant at 
the corner of Union Boulevard and Natural 
Bridge Avenue, which churned out the 
iconic American sports car for the first 
quarter-century of its history. 

Renaud still remembers the last-ditch trip 
to City Hall when he and other UAW 
officials begged St. Louis officials to 
match Kentucky's offer of tax breaks to 
General Motors. City officials listened 
politely before brushing the entreaty aside. 
Back then, losing one auto plant with 
1,000 workers didn't seem such a big deal 
for a manufacturing hub then surpassed 
only by Detroit in production of cars. 

"They just let us walk away," Renaud 
recalled. "Today, they'd give away the 
store for those jobs." Thirty years have 
passed since the Corvette jobs migrated 
east in June 1981. 

For the St. Louis workers who chose to 
move with the plant, the transition would 
prove difficult. Hundreds of well-paid 
unionized workers, particularly the 
African-Americans among them, weren't 
exactly welcomed to a smaller Southern 
city where locals felt entitled to the jobs. 

For the city of St. Louis, the departure 
marked a disturbing turn in the local 
economy, though no one seemed to realize 
it at the time. The casual writing off of the 
Corvette plant — which would put 
Bowling Green on the map — seemed to 
kick open the door to a mass migration of 
manufacturing jobs, automotive and 
otherwise. 

In the years since, a cornerstone of the 
regional economy has slowly crumbled, 
shedding middle-class jobs to largely 
nonunion, right-to-work states and, more 
recently, emerging economies overseas. 

The St. Louis automobile industry once 
supported the families of more than 
35,000 workers in and around the region. 
The 175-acre site in north St. Louis, where 
General Motors manufactured the 
Chevrolet Caprice, Impala station wagon 
and pickup truck in addition to the 
Corvette, alone had payroll of 13,000 
through at least the 1970s. A business park 
now occupies the property. 

From 1954 to 1981, Chevrolet 
manufactured 700,000 Corvettes on that 
tract of land, including every model of the 
iconic Sting Ray. 

Today — five years after Ford closed its 
assembly plant in Hazelwood and two 
years after Chrysler shut down operations 
in Fenton — vehicle production in the St. 
Louis region has dwindled to a single shift 
at the GM utility van plant in Wentzville. 

Meanwhile in Bowling Green, Renaud and 
hundreds of other St. Louis expatriates 
have bolted together 'Vettes in a city that 
has become synonymous with the crown 
jewel of American muscle cars. 

Today, about 430 hourly employees churn 
out 69 Corvettes a day. 

The car has spawned tourism too, with the 
construction of the National Corvette 
Museum and events year-round that draw 
nearly 150,000 of the faithful each year. 
Corvette, says museum director Wendell 
Strode, is "one of the finest industries we 
have in Bowling Green." 

Moving on 

The arrival of hundreds of St. Louis 
workers in Kentucky, which surprised 
both GM and the residents of Bowling 
Green, was bound to cause friction. But 
the company, in a series of botched 
calculations, made things worse. 

By the end of the summer of 1981, 950 St. 
Louis GM workers had joined the exodus 
to a place where the 50,000 residents 
informed the newcomers in countless 
ways that they weren't welcome. The 
company had never figured so many St. 
Louis workers would take it up on the 
offer to leave their homes. 

Strode, then a bank executive with ties to 
the Bowling Green Chamber of 
Commerce, traces the backlash to a 
decision by GM to train 750 Warren 
County, Ky., residents with the promise of 
jobs at the new plant, a retooled Chrysler 
operation at the edge of town. 

Were it not for the promised jobs, Strode 
said, the arrival of the St. Louis workers 
might not have caused such a stir. 

Nathaniel "Nate" Moseley, who made the 
move and works at the plant to this day, 
recalls the difficult decision and the slights 
from Kentuckians that accompanied his 
arrival. 

Down to his final severance checks after a 
1979 layoff, the last-minute option 

General Motors offered — a job in 
Kentucky —caught Moseley and other 
workers by surprise. The choice: Try to 
scrape by until a job materialized at the 
opening of a GM plant under construction 
in Wentzville, or move south for a 
paycheck now. Given just a week to 
decide, Moseley took the paycheck. 

Now in his 43rd year as a GM employee, 
Moseley had then never even heard of 
Bowling Green. "I knew nothing about it," 
he said. 

The St. Louis plant had to close. It would 
die of old age. Workers had been making 
cars there since the onset of mass 
automotive production in the 1920s. 

Facing a costly upgrade to meet emissions 
standards imposed by the Environmental 
Protection Agency, GM chose the less-
costly alternative of building a new factory 
in Wentzville to assemble its mainstream 
vehicles, but not the more costly Corvette 
production line. 

The company had figured most St. Louis 
workers would opt to take jobs at the 
Wentzville plant. But delays in the plant's 
opening put the squeeze on laid-off 
workers. The clock was ticking on 
unemployment benefits paid to the St. 
Louis production employees sidelined by 
the 1978-79 downturn in domestic car 
sales. 

It marked the end of a sad decade in the 
history of American car companies, who 
had responded meekly to the 1970s energy 
crisis with a stream of slow, unremarkable, 
unreliable cars that allowed Japanese 
imports to gain a foothold in the market 
they would never relinquish. Even 
Corvettes of the day were fitted with 
anemic engines making less than 200 
horsepower — less than half the power of 
many 1960s 'Vettes. 

By 1981, many St. Louis GM workers 
could no longer wait. As spring drifted 
toward summer, the UAW reminded the 
displaced workers that they contractually 
had the right to claim jobs that 
materialized at other GM plants. 

Ron Barton, then an 11-year GM veteran, 
decided to exercise his prerogative. He 
had to choose among three sites. "Went to 
Janesville (Wisconsin). Too cold. Went to 
Shreveport (Louisiana). Didn't like it," 
Barton said. 

He packed his bags for Bowling Green. 

(Continued on page 6) 

Loss of Corvette a turning point for St. Louis manufacturing 

Article by Steve Giegerich (sgiegerich@post-dispatch.com) , July 10, 2011 
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Unwelcome neighbors 

Today, now retired from the plant, Barton 
has remained in Bowling Green, He works 
as a "delivery specialist" with a program 
that presents customers with their 'Vette 
keys in a ceremony that ends with the 
drivers' exiting the Corvette Museum to a 
rousing ovation. 

It's a contrast to the reception Bowling 
Green afforded Barton and his fellow St. 
Louisans three decades ago. 

Many of them arrived in Kentucky without 
their families, which seemed like a slap in 
the face to Bowling Green residents, who 
assumed the St. Louisans would bolt when 
opportunities materialized elsewhere. 

In fact, most wives and children were left 
behind because the UAW demanded quick 
decisions, which left no time to market and 
sell their houses in St. Louis. In lieu of 
putting down permanent roots, plant 
workers bunked three to four in a mobile 
home or apartment, commuting to St. 
Louis at the end of the Friday shift before 
making the return trip to Bowling Green 
on Sunday night. 

The exact number of employees living in 
two cities became evident the winter 
Monday in 1982 when Corvette operations 
in Bowling Green were suspended because 
a paralyzing weekend snowstorm stranded 
hundreds of UAW workers in St. Louis. 
(In 1983, GM called off Corvette 
production entirely, making the strategic 
decision to retool for a redesigned and 
much-improved 1984 Corvette.) 

The contempt shown the interloping St. 
Louisans was meted out by officials and 
citizens alike. J.D. Davis, who started 
making Corvettes in 1966 and makes them 
to this day, was pulled over and ticketed 
for not having a Kentucky license tag as he 
drove to the Bowling Green plant for his 
first day of work. 

Barton recalls salespeople arbitrarily 
raising the prices of furniture or real estate 
upon learning a customer was a GM 
employee. The wives of plant workers 
were denied employment by hiring 
managers who informed them a second job 
was superfluous in households where the 
primary breadwinner earned a union 
salary. 

And when former St. Louis plant worker 
Bob Thomas went to court in an attempt to 
recoup the cost of funeral services from 
the driver of a car that fatally injured his 
daughter, the first question asked by 
presiding judge was: "Are you a member 

of the UAW?" 

Nor did the resentment focus solely on 
envy over union salaries doled out to 
carpetbaggers in a right-to-work state. In 
1981, only about 6 percent of the 71,000 
people living in Warren County were 
African-American. 

"Before GM came here, I think I knew 
every black that lived in Bowling Green 
and Warren County," said current Bowling 
Green Mayor Joe Denning, the first 
African-American to hold that post. 
"Maybe not by name, but I might have 
known someone was Mrs. so-and-so's 
grandson." 

Corvette altered the social fabric of 
Warren County in two consequential ways. 
It added 133 black workers and, in many 
cases, their families to the population. And 
their paychecks on the Corvette line 
exceeded the take-home pay of almost 
every white worker in Warren County. 

"For the first time, (Bowling Green) saw 
black people with good-paying jobs, 
driving nice cars and buying nice homes," 
Renaud said. "And what was already 
happening in the rest of the country —the 
establishment of the black middle class — 
caused some people in this community to 
believe, 'These guys are getting our jobs.'" 

Happy marriage 

In what Dunning describes as "a work in 
progress," even today, the antipathy 
Bowling Green directed at big-city 
outsiders has dissipated over time. The 
grudge began to ease, he said, as the 
families of the GM workers joined 
husbands and fathers in Warren County. 

Soon, Bowling Green natives worshipped 
side-by-side with UAW members on 
Sunday mornings as their children 
befriended one another at school and 
became teammates on Little League fields. 

Perhaps the most potent signal of Bowling 
Green's willingness to let bygones be 
bygones was the 1996 election. The one 
that installed Renaud — the president of 
the UAW Local 2164 — as mayor of 
Bowling Green. 

The home of Western Kentucky 
University, the state's third-largest city 
(population 58,000) in 2011 sprawls 
outward from historic Fountain Square 
Park downtown to the ubiquitous strip 
shopping centers and fast food franchises 
found on the fringes of urban cores across 
America. 

The near unanimous verdict in Bowling 
Green today, Dunning says, would name 
Corvette "the best new company our 
community has ever had." 

Davis — more than 44 years after GM 

hired him on the spot and 30 years after 
his rocky welcome to Bowling Green — 
continues to play an integral role in the 
production of every Corvette: He 
orchestrates the "marriage" that weds the 
Corvette's fiberglass body to the chassis 
bearing the car's 430-horsepower engine. 

Moseley, also hired in 1966, can literally 
be found at the end of the line, giving each 
vehicle a final inspection, along with a pat 
on the taillights for good luck. Base prices 
for today's Corvette range from $49,045 to 
$110,300. Domestic Corvette sales in 2010 
totaled 12,624. 

The price of a base model 1981 Corvette 
started at $16,258 and, with various 
options, could run to approximately 
$20,000. Chevrolet manufactured 39,230 
'Vettes in the only year the car was 
produced in two cities, 31,590 in St. Louis. 

The pristine factory to which the men 
report each morning is far removed from 
the "inhumane" conditions in St. Louis, 
Moseley says. 

"The temperatures were over 100 in the 
summer, and you'd freeze to death in the 
winter," he recalls. Workers departed each 
night marred by scratches inflicted from 
raw fiberglass. 

Marking its 30th year in Bowling Green, 
GM publicly recommitted to a relationship 
that will keep Corvette in southwestern 
Kentucky into the next decade. 

Spurred by $7.5 million in state tax 
incentives, GM announced in May that it 
would invest $131 million to refurbish the 
plant for the launch of the seventh-
generation Corvette, tentatively scheduled 
for 2013. 

The launch will add an estimated 250 jobs 
to the 430 hourly UAW hourly employees 
currently working in the plant. Only five 
workers remain from the 950 that came to 
Bowling Green 30 years ago. 

Now a Kentuckian through and through, 
Renaud still can't help wondering what 
might have been had St. Louis officials 
reacted differently when the UAW came 
calling in 1981. 

"When you think about it, St. Louis was 
once synonymous with the Cardinals, with 
Anheuser-Busch and so many other 
companies that we were all proud of. 
Corvette was part of that scene, and I 
thought it always would be," said Renaud. 

"But," the former mayor hastened to add, 
"we're glad to be here." 

(Continued from page 5) 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

If I’ve missed an event that you would like to see posted, please e-mail me directly and I’ll get the word out.  Contact Mike Aichele 
@ mjikelee@gmail.com. 

OKLAHOMA NCRS CHAPTER EVENTS: 

• February 4th—NCRS monthly breakfast—Tulsa (See Front Page) 

• February 9th—OK NCRS Monthly Dinner Night 

• March 4th—OK NCRS Judging School @ regular meeting 

• March 18th—Garage Condos of Tulsa Tour/Open House 

• April 29th—OK NCRS Chapter Judging Event in Stillwater 

• May 23—Route 66 road tour to OKC; Rudy's Bar-B-Q, 3437 West Memorial Road in Oklahoma City  
 

NCRS NATIONAL EVENTS: 

• February 23-25, 2023 - NCRS Regional, Lakeland, FL 

• March 23-25, 2023 - NCRS Regional, Tucson, AZ 

• June 1-3, 2023 - NCRS Regional, Altoona, PA 

• June 8-10, 2023 - NCRS Regional, Rochester, MN 

• June 29, 2023 to January 1, 2024 - NCRS National Gallery at the Nation Corvette Museum, Bowling Green, KY  https://
www.corvettemuseum.org/ 

• July 23-27, 2023 - NCRS National, French Lick, IN 

• August 24-26, 2023 - NCRS Gallery at Corvettes of Carlisle, Carlisle, PA 

• September 14-16, 2023 - NCRS Regional, Ontario, Canada 

• September 7-11, 2025 - NCRS National, South Pointe Casino, Las Vegas, NV 

• October 19-21, 2023 - NCRS Regional, Frisco, TX 
 

OKLAHOMA HALLETT MOTOR RACING CIRCUIT: https://www.hallettracing.net/ 
59901 E. 5500 Rd., Jennings, OK 74038; Phone (918) 356-4814; eMail: jennifer@hallettracing.net 

•  

OSAGE CASINO TULSA RACEWAY PARK: https://www.tulsaracewaypark.com/ 

3101 N Garnett Rd., Tulsa, OK 74116; Phone (918) 437-7223; eMail: megan@tulsaracewaypark.com 

•  

CAR SHOWS AND SWAP MEETS: (Stuff for Car Guy’s and Gal’s) 

• Tulsa Tuesday Cruise Night, McAlister’s Deli, 91st & Memorial, Tulsa, OK;  4:00 PM-Sunset  (March 14 – Oct) 

• Cars & Coffee, 13230 Pawnee Dr, Oklahoma City, OK;  First Saturday monthly, 8:30AM-11:00AM  

• Cars & Coffee, Kicker Facility, 3100 N Husband St, Stillwater, OK;  Last Saturday monthly, 8:30AM-12:00PM  

• Owasso Cruzrs Cruise In, 12900 E 86th St N, Owasso, OK; 2nd Wednesday monthly, 4:30PM-8:00PM  

• February 17-19, 2023 - 59th Darryl Starbird National Rod & Custom Car Show, Expo Square, Tulsa, OK 

• April 21-22, 2023 - Tulsa Swap Meet, Creek County Fairgrounds, Kellyville, OK 

• May 11-13, 2023 - Chickasha Swap Meet, 712 East Choctaw Ave, Chickasha, OK 

OKLAHOMA CHAPTER 

Don’t forget to visit our website for some up-
to-date information about what is going on in 
the Chapter. 

https://www.ncrs.org/ok 

NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

National Corvette Restorers Society 
E-Mail: info@ncrs.org 
Phone: (513)760-6277 
Fax: (513) 201-8875 
https://www.ncrs.org/join/ncrs-benefits.php 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/
https://www.hallettracing.net/
https://www.tulsaracewaypark.com/
https://www.ncrs.org/ok
https://www.ncrs.org/join/ncrs-benefits.php
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National Corvette Restorers Society - Oklahoma Chapter Contact Information 

Role  Name  Phone  eMail 

Chairman  Rob Wilson (918) 407-7940  robertwilson2@cox.net 

NCRS Contact Person  Rob Wilson (918) 407-7940  robertwilson2@cox.net 

Vice-Chairman  Phil Gray  (918) 492-2519  philipgray@earthlink.net 

Flight Awards Administrator  Phil Gray  (918) 492-2519  philipgray@earthlink.net 

Secretary  Travis Firey (918) 637-3257  rcrvmx@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Scott Pfuehler  (918) 437-5292  fogaley@sbcglobal.net 

Judging Chairman  Gene Holtz  (405) 317-3919  blue65L84@aol.com 

Judging Administrator  Gene Holtz  (405) 317-3919  blue65L84@aol.com 

Membership Manager  Michael Aichele  (918) 804-3105  mjikelee@gmail.com 

Membership Administrator  Michael Aichele  (918) 804-3105  mjikelee@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor  Michael Aichele  (918) 804-3105  mjikelee@gmail.com 

Activities Chairman  Bud Jessee  (918) 625-8531  budjessee@gmail.com 

Webmaster  Mike Partridge  (512) 579-8593  lostnaustin@sbcglobal.net 

WANTED - 76-79 aluminum wheels, looking for a “nice set” preferably with lug nuts and caps. Mike Martin, 918-606-0568, 
mikmart@cox.net 

 1976—1978  RPO YJ8:  Wheel, 15”x8”, Cast Aluminum, 4.75 Bolt Circle 

 1979 RPO N90: Wheel, 15”x8”, Cast Aluminum, 4.75” Bolt Circle 

AVAILABLE - Corvette “Body Dolly” and “Rotisserie” located in Wichita, Kansas. Contact Dallas Keller at (316) 200-4125 

FOR FREE - If anyone wants a past edition of the Judging Reference Manual or a Technical Information and Judging Guide let me 
know. I have Judging Reference Manuals and Technical Information and Judging Guides for 58-60, 63-64, 66, 68-69, 70-72, 73-74, 
75-77, 80-82, and 90-91. Contact Scott Pfuehler at (918) 437-5292. 

FOR SALE - ???????? 

For sale or a service you can provide Chapter Members?  eMail me and I’ll put it in the newsletter!  -  mjikelee@gmail.com 

MEMBERS CLASSIFIED PAGE (Wanted, For Sale or Service) 

Got Something for Sale or Looking to Buy 
Something??????? 

Here is the place to advertise! 
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CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


