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Past Chairman’s
Comments                                                        by Mike Aichele

I hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and is
looking forward to a better New Year.  As the year
begins our Chapter finds itself in a very unique
position.  The Chapter is like a rudderless ship – it’s
moving, but it has no control of where it’s headed.
At the December, 2011, Chapter meeting we failed
to find anyone who would step up to the plate and
become our new President (Chairman).

You officer slate for 2012 is as follows;

       2012 NCRS Chapter Club Officers

              Chairman – ??
              Vice Chairman – Phil Gray
              Secretary - Verle Randolph
              Treasurer - Scott Pfuehler
              Judging Chairman - Brett Driscoll
              Membership - Don Partridge
              Events Chairman - Jim Elder
              Newsletter Editor - Bob Clark

So where do we go from here?  An organization is
not one individual but a collection of individuals who
distribute tasks for a collective goal.  To utter the
four letter word “FORD” in a Corvette publication
should be sacrilege, but I think Henry Ford got it
right when he said, “If everyone is moving forward
together, then success takes care of itself.”  If we
want to make our Chapter a success, we have to
share the workload among the membership.  If you
want to have activities at or outside our Chapter
meetings, you have to be willing to take an active
part in some of those activities.

For the past several years there have been a
handful of individuals who find things for our Chapter
to participate in.  In the future we need to expand
the handful of individuals to everyone in the
Chapter.  I’ve called a Board meeting for January
7th, 2012, to take place after our regular Chapter
meeting.  As a Board we will be looking at ways to
get all of our members involved in some aspect of

the Chapter.

“Leadership is understanding people and
involving them to help you do a job. That takes
all of the good characteristics, like integrity,
dedication of purpose, selflessness,
knowledge, skill, implacability, as well as
determination not to accept failure.”

Admiral Arleigh A. Burke

Although I’m not your President anymore, I will not
let this Chapter fall into obscurity.  I’m willing to try to
understand your desires so that we can involve you
in getting the job done – that is making an active,
exciting, fun-filled, self-evolving National Corvette
Restorers Society Chapter.

Let’s get back to what this organization is all about –
“Dedication to the restoration, preservation, history
and enjoyment of Corvettes.“  Let’s don’t just talk
Corvette, but let’s do Corvetting!  Open up your work
shop for others to see, share restoration ideas, seek
help from fellow members to solve a problem, loan a
tool (and a hand) when someone is in need, come to
a meeting, write a newsletter article, go to and
participate at Chapter, Regional and National Meets,
and most importantly participate in our Chapter
activities.

Next year when your phone rings, you might hear
something like this – “Hi my name is Mike.  I’m a
fellow NCRS Chapter member and I would like you
to (fill in the blank) for the next meeting or the
meeting in the month of (fill in the blank).  Will you be
willing to help out and get involved?” or “Hi, my
name is Mike.  I’m a fellow NCRS Chapter member,
and I would like you to write an article about (fill in
the blank) for the next newsletter.  Will you be willing
to write one?”  Frederick Smith said, “Fear of failure
must never be a reason not to try something,” so get
out there and try!

I’m looking forward to serving you in some capacity
and hope that you all will continue to be actively
involved in making this Chapter what it can be.  See
you on January 7th at our next meeting.



Attitude Adjustment Night

The gathering place for our January Attitude
       Adjustment Night on Tuesday evening,
January 17, will be The Rib Crib Restaurant, 8040
South Yale.  We have the use of a meeting room for
our group.

The  time  people  start  to  arrive  is 5:30  p.m.  Most
are there before 6:00 p.m. The food is quite good and
Tuesday night is “Rib Night” - all the ribs and side
orders that you can eat for $10.99.  There are
specials on beer, too.

January Breakfast Meeting

Our monthly breakfast will take place on
        Saturday, January 7.  The location is Ollie’s
Station Restaurant in the Redfork area of West Tulsa.
The address is  4070 Southwest Blvd. The phone
number is (918)446-0524, in case you need it.

You can choose the buffet or you can order from the
menu. The time to be there is 8:30 a.m., but people
always start arriving by 8:00 - 8:15 a.m.

Wow, Whatalightshow!
by Neal Kennedy

Even without the wonderful holiday decorations
discovered out west, the venue would be

considered extraordinary.  The Oklahoma Chapter
NCRS Christmas Party landed at Jack and Mary
Blakey’s fascinating home for the 2011 edition.  The
rolling hills to be negotiated getting back into their
spread provided quite a  light show with many
elaborate yard displays.  Then you get to the party
place.

Wow!  Jack and Mary acted like it was no big dea --
just their usual effort at incorporating several
thousand lights to add even more holiday cheer to the
neighborhood.  But there was still good stuff to come.
Inside their “House That Jack Built” were numerous
extensive collections of items that prompted the same
comment from the guests.  “I remember those.”

“Those” included acoupla dozen husband control
devices.  Also known as cast iron skillets.  Wooden
match dispensers and antique thermometers
advertising your favorite pop (some folks call it soda)
from the fifties adorned the walls.  In fact, the list of
interesting items, including more than a hundred
lanterns, is too long for this accounting.  But I must
mention not all the collectables were for display only.

Following the recent trend to interactive museums,
the Blakey Gallery offers fully functional pinball
machines.  Jack had modified them to go easy on
quarters but kept them as challenging as they were
originally.  Not modern knock-offs from China, but
saved from the good old days.

The arcade game featuring a pistol to shoot at the
pop-up bad guys provided an opportunity for Eve to
challenge Neal.  I don’t seem to be able to remember
the exact score, but it would not be inaccurate to
say… I got my a** kicked.

But wait.  There’s more.  This WAS a Christmas party.
And the food was fantastic.  Mary cooked the meat.
Full spread.  Moist and mouth watering beef, turkey,
pork roast and ham.  The side dishes and desserts
carried in by the 40 plus party participants were too
numerous and tasty to try to list here.  It would be
impossible to describe adequately.  I can report
hearing many evaluations using the technical term,
“Ummmmmmmmm.”

Members donated Toys for Tots delivered to the
Marines.  The Dirty Santa game drew a standing-
room-only crowd.  Call it a big success. What a great
opportunity to express the Christmas spirit.  It’s
another social interaction that brings us all back to the
real value of this club.  The people.

A huge thank you to Jack and Mary.  They indeed
made the party one that will be remembered.  I didn’t
even mind getting lost trying to get back out on 41st

Street.  Ya’see, we got to drive by their house several
more times.  That added to the memories, and
opportunities to say, “Oh, look at that one!”

Happy New Year To Everyone
by Brett Driscoll
NCRS #26846

I  want to wish each of you a prosperous and
  successful 2012. I hope that this newsletter finds

each of you in good health and good spirits. I think
that Corvette enjoyment should be one of our priori-
ties for 2012.

I want to start the year off with a judging school of
sorts after the breakfast meeting meeting at Ollie’s
Restaurant .

This will be of a different format than we are
accustomed to. It has been used recently by other
chapters and involves the NCRS matrix system of
judging a part.



It has been stated at times by people in the NCRS
that we can use our judging standards to judge most
anything. One item that is often referred is a Coca
Cola Can. It has a part number, a production date, a
finish, multiple parts and a configuration and size.

So if you will come to the January breakfast meeting, I
will have a selection of Coke cans and a judging
scenario for us to judge Coke cans. All that I ask is
that you bring an open mind, and we will have a fun
and educational time with the NCRS Judging matrix
system.

Save the Wave

‘Old Blue’ a restored vision of the car
couple had loved

While some might think the best gift one could get
is a shiny new car, many of us classic-car lovers

would much rather see our favorite old classic car
look new.

Larry Gray knew the perfect anniversary gift for his
wife, Pat, would be to fix up their beloved vintage
Corvette.

Let me introduce you to “Old Blue,” Gray’s stunning
1961 Chevy Corvette. Gray did a total body-off
restoration on his ’61, taking only about 13 months. It
wasn’t easy, but the entire time the car was being
worked on, he was able to keep it a secret from his
wife.

Gray kept it from her so he could give it to her as a

surprise for their anniversary.

So, on the day of their 42nd Anniversary, Larry had
the Corvette delivered to their house to surprise his
wife. Gray said he adorned the car with a giant-sized
gift bow, explaining, “It took a lot of looking to find that
much ribbon to make a bow big enough for the car.”

With a custom-painted sign made by a crafty
neighbor, and the biggest bow in town, he delighted
his bride with a restored vision of the car they had
loved for so long.

This particular beauty initially was delivered to the
Park Circle Motor Co. in Baltimore in 1961.

The exact car actually was quite rare, with only 855
made in the Jewel Blue shade that year.

Fetching a $3,934 base price,
this model, with many additional
features, had a $5,089 price tag.

Old Blue is powered by a
350-cubic-inch, 350-horsepower
engine with a four-barrel
carburetor.

Almost the entire car is original,
“just restored with much love and
many coats of paint.” Gray also
decided to add a lot of chrome to
his Corvette.

Most of the engine - the
compressor, air cleaner and
pumps were chromed, along with
all-chrome high-polish wheels to
match the engine and kick plates

that were replaced by chrome plates.

Gray even chronicled the process, creating a large
photo book with 10-by-10-inch color prints of each
step along the way, so his wife could see what she
missed, and they could have a record of the
Corvette’s restoration.

This beautiful classic Corvette is appreciated
wherever it goes, and it does get out and about the
town.

You may have even seen it cruising by in local
parades. The Grays drove the Corvette for the
Veterans Day parade, and also last month in the
Houston Thanksgiving Day parade, escorting a
veteran on his honorable ride through downtown in
class.

Gray’s sweet, ’60’s Corvette is a show winner, as well.
It recently took home the first-place honors in the

‘61 Corvette  •  An Anniversary
Surprise: Gets Total Restoration



National Tire and Battery and San Jacinto Corvette
Club’s Concours event. It was the winner of the
People’s Choice Award for the show and bested the
C1 category.

(from  Houston Chronicle InMotion, Dec, 01, 2011.
Brought to our attention by Wilma Clark)

MY MEMORY MOBILE” is how owner Peter
Brouillette of Rock Hill, South Carolina, de-

scribes this car, which is very similar to his first one.

“This model was our family car all through my high
school years, and when! left for college, Dad gave it
to me,” says Peter.  He was in the car when he first
met Shirley Lambert, now his wife of 52 years; they
went on their first date in 1956; and he proposed to
her in the car too. For 20 years, he had the desire to
find one for their 50th anniversary in 2009.

“This is the only one of this model that I’ve seen with
a continental kit for the spare tire on the back,” Peter
notes, “and it is an extra-rare find because it is a
two-door hardtop. The old tube-type radio still
works-AM only, of course. The 216-cubic-inch,
six-cylinder engine has Fenton headers, same as a

split manifold, along
with vintage dual Smitty
glass-pack mufflers for
a sweet sound.”

Here are some more
clues that should help
you Name That Car!

Hints Designed to Help

• This model year, just the second for this particular
version of the series, included only minor styling
changes, such as moving the parking lamps into the
lower grille opening under the headlights.

• The two-tone paint job came at an extra cost, but
only a few of these cars were turned out without this
option.

• A styling highlight was the three-piece rear window
with chrome divider bars.

• It was in this model year that the car company’s
famous slogan, which starts “See the USA,” was first
sung by Dinah Shore and began appearing in print
ads. Memory Sputtering?

For Your Information
by Scott Pfuehler

Gentlemen, we all know that this is the way it is in
the world today, but it still seems kind of sad.

Notice what is cast into this brand new Chevrolet
ZZ383 that is going into a ‘65 Corvette coupe.  Not
only do we have to learn how to read an engine
stamp pad but now we need a foreign language
course also.

(from  Reminisce Magazine, December/January, 2012.
Brought to our attention by Wilma Clark)



Corvette Classified

For Sale: Cast iron intake, casting #3844457, from a 1964-
250 horse 327. Manifold has been glass beaded clean,
splash pan removed, cleaned of all coke, installed. No
cracks or damage ever, all bolt holes in fine shape.
Matching WCFB Rochester carb included. Carb is a core
ONLY, must be rebuilt before it can be used. I hope all the
parts are there, I am not a carburetor person. Buyer pays
shipping, $50 for both, pictures if you want them. Call or
email (email perfered) Bill at 505 771 2729 or
bvwilhelm@yahoo.com. If you want to figure shipping it will
be from ZIP 87043. Thanks, Bill

Tech Tip
by Brett Driscoll

NCRS #26846

I  want share with you a tool that I recently
      acquired from one of our members from
Wichita, Kansas. While at a regional NCRS event, I
was complaining about the increasing difficulty that
I was having with my vision up close.

David Houlihan said he had an inexpensive
solution. This is his design, and I want to ensure
that he receives all of the credit. We discussed the
need for a small and effective magnifying glass.
There are many styles of optics available for this
purpose. Most are too large to be of any use in your
judging tool bag. Dave took a short piece of 1/4”
pex water supply tubing and inserted into that
tubing one half of a set of reading glasses. I
suppose that could explain why Dave had one half
he could donate to a sight impaired friend.

It is a truly simple design that worksquite well. The
reading glasses are cut down the middle of the
bridge over the nose. The earpiece is inserted into
the tubing and you then have a folding lens
attached to a focal point that allows you to move it
to a position where it can be used effectively.

I think mine are a 2.25 multiplier. With a little
experimentation I think you can make a pair that
will work well for your needs.

For Sale:’08 Coupe —— white with striping ; 3LT ; see 60
pictures and all inf. at traderjks.com
3300 (little less) miles ; $39,995.

Contact Brad Williams at  918 / 641-1224

or 918 / 232-0238



Bob Clark  •  Editor

10809 So. Louisville Ave.  •  Tulsa, OK 74137-6720

home • (918) 299-9001  •  work • (918) 298-2777

Fax - work 918-298-2778  •  home 918-298-9094

E-Mail  • vettefan66@sbcglobal.net

Upcoming Events

NCRS registered trademarks used in The Sidepipe are:
NCRS Founders Award s®, NCRS Master Judges Awards ®,
NCRS Performance Verification Awards ®, NCRS Flight
Awards ® and NCRS Sportsman Awards ® are registered with
the United States Department of Commerce and Trademarks
Office. Registration application is pending for NCRS American
Heritage Awards.

*** Please  think about writing an article or contributing
an item of interest for the newsletter.  This can be a tech
tip you've found, an article to reprint from another
publication that would be of interest,  a personal
experience that would interest other members, or an
item of news about the chapter or its members.
Remember, include pictures  if you can.    Your Corvette
classified ads are welcome, too.  You can mail, e-mail,
FAX, or  loan me a diskette  or flash drive (Windows or
Macintosh ).  Remember!!  Your help  is needed to
make this newsletter a voice of our chapter !

Jan     7        Oklahoma Chapter Breakfast Meeting - Ollie’s Station Restaurant  - 4070 Southwest Blvd - Tulsa, OK
Jan    17       Attitude Adjustment Night - Rib Crib Restaurant - 8040 South Yale Ave. - Tulsa, OK
Jan  25-28    NCRS Winter Regional - Kissimmee, Florida - See current Driveline for details
Feb     4       Attitude Adjustment Night - Rib Crib Restaurant - 8040 South Yale Ave. - Tulsa, OK
Mar   8-10    NCRS  Arizona Chapter Regional - Tucson, Arizona -

Thanks to
Brad Williams and

Mazzio’s for continuing
to support the

Oklahoma Chapter
NCRS.

We appreciate your
help.

NCRS Communication
To keep up to date with the latest news from your
Oklahoma Chapter NCRS and your Region VII Director,
be sure to advise Bob Clark or Don Partridge of any
e-mail address changes.  This also applies to phone
numbers and new mailing addresses.

If your address is not current, then you will not receive the
latest news and information.

Thanks to Neal Kennedy,
Brett Discoll, Scott Pfuehler
and Wilma Clark for their
contributions to this issue.

Thanks also go to Jim Elder,
Neal Kennedy and Verle
Randolph for their
continuing help in folding
and mailing.

Name that Car Answer:  1951 Cherolet Bel Air hardtop
coupe , part of the Deluxe Styleline series


