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Past Chairman’s
Comments                                                        by Mike Aichele

J im Elder and I are packed and ready to leave for
theTucson NCRS Regional on March 8th.  Since

no one else wants to go with us, I guess we’ll have
to take lots of pictures and write an article for the
April newsletter.  We’ll miss you while we’re gone!

I’ve completed my registration for the 2012 National
in San Diego and the Indianapolis Road Tour.  I’ve
gotten all my hotels booked, so the only thing I have
left to do is to get in the car on June 23rd and leave.
Are you ready to go with me?

After the February meeting, we held a board
meeting to discuss our Chapter plans for 2012.  I
believe it was a very productive meeting and
appreciate all those who attended.  We discussed
some of the following ideas for future meetings/
events;

• Meeting Day - Featured Corvette
• Go to visit Corvettes in progress
• Progressive Garage tour with snacks/

dessert at the last garage
• Judging Class – more technical
• Technical Day
• Technical Demonstrations (How to?)
• Hallet during an event at the track
• Poker Run with a Picnic

What are your thoughts?

We also discussed bringing the Chapter By-Laws
up to date, newsletter articles, and the website.  We
are trying to get things planned out 3 months in
advance, so we can start getting it in the newsletter
early.  Hopefully some who are not currently
attending meetings will read what’s happening and
show up.

* The March meeting will be a Technical
Demonstration day.  Yours truly will be
presenting some hands on information about
C2 & C3 rear bearing replacement.  The

basic set up is the same from 1963 to 1982.
Hope you will come and participate.

* The April meeting will be a Garage tour at an
undisclosed location to look at a Corvette
going through a frame off restoration.  The
location and Corvette might be announced at
the March meeting, but then again you might
just have to show up to the April meeting to
find out.

* We are looking for someone to volunteer
something for the May meeting.  Will that be
you?

You have a great board of directors who are working
hard to make your Chapter experience worth
something.  I know they will continue their hard work
but still need your help.  Think about what activity
you can take charge of or what newsletter article you
are going to write.  I will be asking for a volunteer to
write an April newsletter article for Bob Clark.  John
Bernardine has volunteered to get the “Highlighted
Member” of the month back in swing.  I look forward
to finding out more about all of you.

In the mean time, think about your own Corvette
knowledge.  Bring your answers to the March
meeting.

1. In 1951 a group of Harley Earl’s “Special
Projects” crew began work on a GM sports
car. Bob McLean designed a general layout
for the car which was originally code named,
“_______________”.

2. Myron Scott, at the time Chevrolet’s Chief
photographer, is credited with coming up with
the Corvette name, drawing from the small,
fast ______________ of the “___________”
class.

3. The Jaguar XK120 is believed to have been
the inspiration for the first Corvette. T or F?

4. The original front emblem and horn button on
the “Autorama” show circuit Corvette
featured crossed __________ and
checkered flags. It was later discovered that
using an _________ _____ __ __
__________ ________ ________ was



Attitude Adjustment Night

The gathering place for our March Attitude
       Adjustment Night on Tuesday evening,
March 20, will be The Rib Crib Restaurant, 8040
South Yale.  We have the use of a meeting room for
our group.

The  time  people  start  to  arrive  is 5:30  p.m.  Most
are there before 6:00 p.m. The food is quite good and
Tuesday night is “Rib Night” - all the ribs and side
orders that you can eat for $10.99.  There are
specials on beer, too.

March
Breakfast
Meeting

Our monthly breakfast will take place on
        Saturday, March 3.  The location is Ollie’s Station
Restaurant in the Redfork area of West Tulsa. The
address is  4070 Southwest Blvd. The phone number
is (918)446-0524, in case you need it.

You can choose the buffet or you can order from the
menu. The time to be there is 8:30 a.m., but people
always start arriving by 8:00 - 8:15 a.m.

2012 Dues Notice

The New Year  is already here, and it is time to
renew your membership in the Oklahoma
NCRS.

   Annual dues of $15 should be paid this month.

Bring your wallet or checkbook on Saturday, March 3,
to renew your membership in the Oklahoma Chapter
NCRS.  Don Partridge will be glad to accept your
money, or you can mail your 2012 dues payment to:

Don Partridge
18606 East 96th St.
Broken Arrow, OK 74012

A special note to any new member who may have
joined since October, 2011.  Your payment then will
cover your 2012 dues also. If you have any questions,
call Don Partridge at  918 / 455-6574(H).

Don't delay!  Payment of dues is required to continue
receiving chapter benefits.

Remember ----  You must be a National NCRS
member in order to be an Oklahoma chapter member.
Checks should be made payable to Oklahoma
Chapter NCRS.

against the law and the emblem was changed
shortly before the New York Motorama.

5. On Tuesday, _______ __, 1953, Corvette #1
Serial Number E53F001001 rolled of the
assembly line, and Corvette production began.

6. A _________ and an __ ________ were the
only Regular Production Options (RPO)
offered with 1953 Corvettes.

7. To commemorate the new V-8 engine, 1955
Corvettes featured an enlarged, __________
in the “Corvette” script on the front fender
panels.

8. One of the few ways to differentiate between a
1956 and 1957 Corvette without opening the
hood is to look at the inside rear view mirror.
On the 1956 model, it adjusts with a
_____________, on the 1957 adjustment
requires a ___________ to loosen the locknut.

9. 1958 was the last year of a tachometer which
kept track of “___________ _____
“___________ ___________” a feature which
first appeared in the 1953 Corvette. In 1958
the tach was used on 230, 245, and 250 hp
cars but not on the _____ and _____ hp cars.
The Part number is #___________ for 1958
models.

10. Aluminum knock off wheels only cost $_____
for a set of 5 in 1964.

I’m looking forward to serving you in some capacity
and hope that you all will continue to be actively
involved in making this Chapter successful.  I hope to
see you at the March 3rd meeting.

P.S. We are still looking for a 2012 Chairman!

Question from the TVS Forum

There was a 1954 Corvette entombed in a block
building in Brunswick, Maine, for over 20 years

which eventually sold to Proteam. They told me that
was shipped to Tulsa after being purchased by Hall
Wholesale of Galena, Kansa.  Do you folks know of
this car or would you have a lead of someone who
might? Thanks.

Steve Hitchcock, Mars Hill, Maine
email: spsghitchcock@gmail.com



The Journey Of One

1963 Corvette
by Kelly Bolton

First Exposure

The seed was planted early as a teenager growing
up on Tulsa’s North side.  My neighbor Lowell

(the fourth of six boys) bought during high school a
red ’61 Corvette with a white soft top, 327 and 4-
speed.  Call it curious, call it admiration but I spent as
much time working on that car as Lowell.  I knew
someday that I would own a Corvette.

Hunt for a Mid-year

Being the methodical engineer, I had developed a
checklist to document each car in my hunt for a mid-
year.  During my search I traveled to all the
surrounding areas and on one occasion I was with
Roy Sinor and his father looking at two midyears in
Arkansas, a ’64 coupe and a ’65 convertible.  As I was
crawling around filling out all the details of my
checklist, I was pulled to the side and counseled by
Roy Senior about experience and things to look for
before going to the extent of documenting all that
information on a sheet.  After a quick walk around with
Roy Senior, I was convinced that neither of these cars
were what I was looking for.  My initial search was for
a ’65 through ’67, largely because of disc brakes and
one day Roy said, “If you want to see an original mid-
year you need to check out this ’63”.  Well I did and
on my forth trip to the warehouse where the car was, I
had struck a deal and I was the new owner of a red/
red ’63 Corvette with 340 HP, 4 speed and two tops.

Restoration

My son was 9 when I bought the car and my
agreement with my wife was to work on the car on
Saturdays only.      It started with disassembly and lots
of photos for documentation.  Then lots of researching
judging manuals, assembly manuals and discussions
with fellow NCRS Members.  My brother and I had
essentially done all the work except for body and
paint and machine work on the engine.

’63 History

During the restoration I also traced the history of the
car.  The build date was 5/2/63 and was delivered to
the selling dealer on 5/10/63 and was sold to the first
owner who lived in Missouri. When I contacted the
Motor Vehicle Section of the Missouri Dept. of
Revenue, they were unable to find any record of the
Car.

In 1966, BILLY CRELIA, a slender, dark haired 18-
year-old purchased the car from Carl Martin’s
Dealership in Fort Smith, AR for $3200. (Car was paid
for with occasional help from identical twin sisters,
Sue and Marie).

First day in brother’s driveway

Sue and Billy Crelia      Marie Crelia

Billy at the car wash vacuum (Note Dimes Only)



Billy Crelia died in Vietnam at the age of 22 in 1970.
For Billy’s Mother, Roxanne the car was the largest
reminder of her only son. The car sat in Roxanne’s
yard when she finally decided to give it to the oldest of
Billy’s twin sisters, Sue.  Sue drove the car for 21
years and when a bicycle accident broke her shoulder
she could no longer drive and shift the car.  It sat idle
until she finally sold it to Doc’s Corvettes in Tulsa,
Oklahoma in October,1991. I bought the Corvette in
Novenmber, 1992.

NCRS

After 4-1/2 years of restoration it was finally time to
start showing the car. I received a Top Flight in Tulsa
at a NCRS Oklahoma Chapter meet in May, 1997.
Next was a trip to Waco,Texas, and the NCRS “Heart
of Texas” Regional where I received a Top flight
judging Award.  The second step on the “Road to
Duntov” was in April, 1998, at the NCRS Western
Regional in Albuquerque, New Mexico. I received a
Performance Verification Award at this event. The last
stop on this quest was in July, 1998 at the NCRS
National Convention in Collinsville, Missouri. My 1963
Corvette received another Top Flight Award and was
also awarded the Duntov Mark Of Excellence at this
event.

Later, my son Travis (along with his schoolmates)
went to Washington D.C., and I asked if he had the
chance to visit the Vietnam Memorial would he get a
rubbing of Billy Crelia.  Travis’s class was fortunate
enough to stop at the Vietnam Memorial.  When the
guide asked who was interested in a rubbing, Travis
raised his hand.  The only one in the group with a
name yielded 34 rubbings of Billy, which I sent one
each back to Roxanne, his mother and Sue his sister.

Corvette’s 50th birthday June 23-30, 2003

The event started at The Coliseum (now LP Field) in
Nashville, Tennessee, and ended with a caravan to
The National Corvette Museum in Bowling Green,
Kentucky.  My ’63 was fortunate enough to be
selected for the “50 Years Evolution Display.”  This
event was so special that all of these evolution display
cars had to be registered in Kentucky in order to
receive a special license plate with the number being
the cars year for the caravan to Bowling Green.

.

Finally all the hard work has paid off.  One evening we
were having dinner with our best friends, and they
asked if I had heard that song about a soldier and a
Corvette.  As they tried to describe the story, I said no
way, sounds too close to my ’63.  They took me to a
record store and bought the David Ball CD-Amigo that
contained “Riding with Private Malone“ and I couldn’t
believe it.

National convention (back drop was painted canvas and
given away at awards ceremony. No I didn’t win it.)

With Elfie Duntov
 in Collinsville.

On display at Coliseum



The journey continues today and I enjoy sharing stories about my ’63 Corvette.  In my opinion the mid-years
are timeless and to really appreciate one. you need to drive it with 340 Brake HP, 4 speed, no power options
with drum brakes on 6.70-15” tires.  The sound of solid lifters through off-road exhaust cannot be mistaken and
I’m keeping mine (I may offer it to my son on his 50th birthday).

CorvettePromo.com!

This website has something for all Corvette promo collectors. Everyone from the beginner to the most advanced collector
can benefit from the information on this site. A panel of experts was consulted to make sure the information is as complete
and accurate as possible. This is the best online source to see and compare the various Corvette promos that were
produced over the years. There are currently 454 cars, 6 displays, 9 plaques, 12 trophies and 5 masters pictured on this
website. Most cars can be found under the “Annual Issues” button to the left.

What is a Corvette promo?

In general, Corvette promotional models are factory assembled 1/25th scale plastic models that were licensed by General
Motors and were produced each year from 1953 to present.

What are “Annual Issues”?

Corvette promos that were sold to the public are classified as “Annual Issues”. This category includes: Dealer Promos,
Friction Promos, Private Issue Promos, a Non-Dealer Promo and a Manufacturer Promo. The 1958-1959 PMC Scale
Models, 1965 AMT Slot Car Kits and 1969 MPC Dyno-Racers are also located in the “Annual Issues” section.

What are “Special Issues”?

Corvette promos that were produced by the manufacturer and distributed for a specific purpose are classified as “Special
Issues”. These promos were produced in small quantities and were not available to the general public.

What are “Test Shots”?

In general, test shots are sample cars that were not meant to be distributed.

What are “Event Cars”?

Event cars left the manufacturer as a regular promo. Then they were modified by an independent third party for a specific
event, organization or company.

Are these promos for sale?

The promos pictured here on corvettepromo.com are from private collections. They are not for sale.

How much are they worth?

This website does not assign monetary values to Corvette promos. There are too many variables (condition, rarity, desir-
ability) for us to give accurate pricing here.

What are the corvettepromo.com item numbers?

Each Corvette promo was assigned an item number to help create this website. The item numbers have no correlation to
any of the original manufacturers’ item or part numbers. When this website assigns an item number to a particular Cor-
vette promo it will never change. Collectors are welcome to use these item numbers as a reference.

Why does corvettepromo.com use color names that differ from what’s printed on the original boxes?

The dealer promos are listed with their correct GM color name, regardless of what was printed on the original box. The
friction promos are listed with generic color names.

Btought to our attention by Mike  Aichele



Before There Were Car Radios

Radios are so much a part of the driving
        experience, it seems like cars have always
had them. But they didn’t. Here’s the story.

SUNDOWN

One evening in 1929 two young men named
William Lear and Elmer Wavering drove their
girlfriends to a lookout point high above the
Mississippi River town of Quincy, Illinois, to watch
the sunset. It was a romantic night to be sure, but

one of the girls observed that it would be even nicer if
they could listen to music in the car.
Lear and Wavering liked the idea. Both men had
tinkered with radios - Lear had served as a radio
operator in the U. S. Navy during World War I - and it
wasn’t long before they were taking apart a home radio
and trying to get it to work in a car. But it wasn’t as easy
as it sounds: automobiles have ignition switches,
generators, spark plugs, and other electrical equipment
that generate noisy static interference, making it nearly
impossible to listen to the radio when the engine was
running.

SIGNING ON

One by one, Lear and Wavering identified and
eliminated each source of electrical interference. When
they finally got their radio to work, they took it to a radio
convention in Chicago. There they met Paul Galvin,
owner of Galvin Manufacturing Corporation. He made a
product called a “battery eliminator”, a device that
allowed battery-powered radios to run on household AC
current. But as more homes were wired for electricity,
more radio manufacturers made AC-powered radios.
Galvin needed a new product to manufacture. When he
met Lear and Wavering at the radio convention, he
found it. He believed that mass-produced, affordable car
radios had the potential to become a huge business.

Lear and Wavering set up shop in Galvin’s factory, and
when they perfected their first radio, they installed it in
his Studebaker. Then Galvin went to a local banker to
apply for a loan. Thinking it might sweeten the deal, he
had his men install a radio in the banker’s Packard.
Good idea, but it didn’t work - half an hour after the
installation, the banker’s Packard caught on fire. (They
didn’t get the loan.)

Galvin didn’t give up. He drove his Studebaker nearly
800 miles to Atlantic City to show off the radio at the
1930 Radio Manufacturers Association Convention. Too
broke to afford a booth, he parked the car outside the
convention hall and cranked up the radio so that passing
conventioneers could hear it. That idea worked - he got
enough orders to put the radio into production.

WHAT’S IN A NAME

That first production model was called the 5T71. Galvin
decided he needed to come up with something a little
catchier. In those days many companies in the
phonograph and radio businesses used the suffix “ola”
for their names - Radiola, Columbiola, and Victrola were
three of the biggest. Galvin decided to do the same

A  1999 Chevrolet Corvette Kit Car for sale.
 Ever see one? Instead of taking a new or

nearly new Corvette and taking it apart to make a
race car as has been done for fifty years of
Corvette race car building.  The Corvette kit car
was created for only one short period of time and
this is one of those.

Seemed like a good idea but evidently didn’t work
out for Chevrolet cause they have’t done it again.
Check out this website for the original paperwork
on this Corvette and the below pictures.  Maybe
you need to see what kind of deal you can get on
this kit car so you can go to Hallett and play come
spring time.

http://www.autoarch.com/index.html
Click on Cars & Parts for Sake to see the car below

Buyng a Corvette Racer

Brought to our attention by Scott Pfuehler



thing, and since his radio was intended for use in a
motor vehicle, he decided to call it the Motorola.
But even with the name change, the radio still had
problems:
  •   When Motorola went on sale in 1930, it cost about

$110 uninstalled, at a time when you could buy
a brand-new car for $650, and the country was
sliding into the Great Depression. (By that
measure, a radio for a new car would cost
about $3,000 today.)

  •   In 1930 it took two men several days to put in a
car radio - the dashboard had to be taken
apart so that the receiver and a single speaker
could be installed, and the ceiling had to be
cut open to install the antenna. These early
radios ran on their own batteries, not on the
car battery, so holes had to be cut into the
floorboard to accommodate them. The
installation manual had eight complete
diagrams and 28 pages of instructions.

HIT THE ROAD

Selling complicated car radios that cost 20 percent of
the price of a brand-new car wouldn’t have been easy
in the best of times, let alone during the Great
Depression - Galvin lost money in 1930 and struggled
for a couple of years after that. But things picked up in
1933 when Ford began offering Motorolas pre-
installed at the factory. In 1934 they got another boost
when Galvin struck a deal with B. F. Goodrich tire
company to sell and install them in its chain of tire
stores. By then the price of the radio, installation
included, had dropped to $55. The Motorola car radio
was off and running. (The name of the company
would be officially changed from Galvin Manufacturing
to “Motorola” in 1947.)

In the meantime, Galvin continued to develop new
uses for car radios. In 1936, the same year that it
introduced push-button tuning, it also introduced the
Motorola Police Cruiser, a standard car radio that was
factory preset to a single frequency to pick up police
broadcasts. In 1940 he developed with the first
handheld two-way radio - the Handie-Talkie - for the
U. S. Army.

A lot of the communications technologies that we take
for granted today were born in Motorola labs in the
years that followed World War II. In 1947 they came
out with the first television to sell under $200. In 1956
the company introduced the world’s first pager; in
1969 it supplied the radio and television equipment
that was used to televise Neil Armstrong’s first steps

on the Moon. In 1973 it invented the world’s first
handheld cellular phone. Today Motorola is one of the
second-largest cell phone manufacturer in the world.
And it all started with the car radio.

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO..

The two men who installed the first radio in Paul
Galvin’s car, Elmer Wavering and William Lear, ended
up taking very different paths in life. Wavering stayed
with Motorola. In the 1950’s he helped change the
automobile experience again when he developed the
first automotive alternator, replacing inefficient and
unreliable generators. The invention lead to such
luxuries as power windows, power seats, and,
eventually, air-conditioning.

Lear also continued inventing. He holds more than
150 patents. Remember eight-track tape players?
Lear invented that. But what he’s really famous for are
his contributions to the field of aviation. He invented
radio direction finders for planes, aided in the
invention of the autopilot, designed the first fully
automatic aircraft landing system, and in 1963
introduced his most famous invention of all, the Lear
Jet, the world’s first mass-produced, affordable
business jet. (Not bad for a guy who dropped out of
school after the eighth grade



Bob Clark  •  Editor

10809 So. Louisville Ave.  •  Tulsa, OK 74137-6720

home • (918) 299-9001  •  work • (918) 298-2777

Fax - work 918-298-2778  •  home 918-298-9094

E-Mail  • vettefan66@sbcglobal.net

Upcoming Events

NCRS registered trademarks used in The Sidepipe are:
NCRS Founders Award s®, NCRS Master Judges Awards ®,
NCRS Performance Verification Awards ®, NCRS Flight
Awards ® and NCRS Sportsman Awards ® are registered with
the United States Department of Commerce and Trademarks
Office. Registration application is pending for NCRS American
Heritage Awards.

*** Please  think about writing an article or contributing
an item of interest for the newsletter.  This can be a tech
tip you've found, an article to reprint from another
publication that would be of interest,  a personal
experience that would interest other members, or an
item of news about the chapter or its members.
Remember, include pictures  if you can.    Your Corvette
classified ads are welcome, too.  You can mail, e-mail,
FAX, or  loan me a diskette  or flash drive (Windows or
Macintosh ).  Remember!!  Your help  is needed to
make this newsletter a voice of our chapter !

Mar     3       Oklahoma Chapter Breakfast Meeting - Ollie’s Station Restaurant  - 4070 Southwest Blvd - Tulsa, OK
Mar   8-10    NCRS  Arizona Chapter Regional - Tucson, Arizona - See current Driveline for info
Mar    20      Attitude Adjustment Night - Rib Crib Restaurant - 8040 South Yale Ave. - Tulsa, OK
Apr     7       Oklahoma Chapter Breakfast Meeting - Ollie’s Station Restaurant  - 4070 Southwest Blvd - Tulsa, OK
Apr 20-23   Tulsa Swap Meet - Creek Couny Fairgrounds - for InfoTulsav8.org -Helen Freeman  918-245-4921
May   3-5     Northwest-NCRS Regional - Seaside, Oregon - See current Driveline for info
May 18-20   2012 Lone Star Corvette Classic - Texas Motor Speedway-Fort Worth, Texas -www.lonedtarcorvettevlub.com for info
Jun    7-9     North central NCRS Regional - Rochester, Minnesota - See current Driveline for info
Jun   30-Jul 4  NCRS National Convention - San  Diego, California - See current Driveline for info
Sept  6-9    Pennsylvania NCRS Regional - Altoona. Pemmsylvania
Oct  11-13  Texas NCRS Regional - Frisco, Texas

Thanks to
Brad Williams and

Mazzio’s for continuing
to support the

Oklahoma Chapter
NCRS.

We appreciate your
help.

NCRS Communication
To keep up to date with the latest news from your
Oklahoma Chapter NCRS and your Region VII Director,
be sure to advise Bob Clark or Don Partridge of any
e-mail address changes.  This also applies to phone
numbers and new mailing addresses.

If your address is not current, then you will not receive the
latest news and information.

Thanks to Kelly Bolton,
Mike Aichele  and Scott
Pfuehler for their
contributions to this issue.

Thanks also go to Jim Elder,
Neal Kennedy and Verle
Randolph for their
continuing help in folding
and mailing.


