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President’s Comments—March is upon us and 

spring isn't far behind.  We have had some spring-like 
weather in February, in between reminders it is still 
winter.  Those nice days have me looking forward to the 
chapter events we have planned for March.  I want to take 
this opportunity to remind everyone of the March events 
we discussed at the February 4th breakfast meeting.  First, 
immediately after the March 4th breakfast, Gene Holtz is 
holding a judging school in Tulsa.  I'm new to the judging 
process and am looking forward to attending Gene's 
school.  I hope to see a few other members attending the 
school, as well.  Second, is our March 18th garage tour at 
Garage Condos of Tulsa from 10am to 2pm.  We will have 
the clubhouse opened up along with the garages of Kelly 
Bolton, Mike Smith, Pat McMichael, and I.  There are 
several other owners at GCT that may be around with their 
garages open that day as well.  Mike Smith will be grilling 
burgers, so bring your favorite Corvette and come hang out 
with us.  In addition to these two events, I encourage 
everyone to participate in our normal monthly events that 
include: the monthly dinner night, in Tulsa, on March 9th; 
the monthly attitude adjustment night, in Tulsa, on March 
21st; and the monthly attitude adjustment night, in 
Oklahoma City, on March 28th. 

Since our last club meeting in February there has been a lot 
of buzz in the Corvette world around 1953 Corvette VIN 
E53F001001.  I'm certainly no expert on early Corvettes, 
but I found this story fascinating.  Especially fascinating is 
the local tie to VIN ES53F001003/ES127-1 and this 
car.  Several of our members have told me stories of the 
003 car and according to Corey Peterson, the 001 car was 
right here in Tulsa, at Lloyd Miller's shop for the past 20 
years.   I know it isn't the first time someone has claimed to 
have a Corvette unicorn, but the story is certainly 
plausible.  There is an article about the car and its current (Continued on page 2) 

Board Member’s Report 

Monthly Meeting — Saturday, March 4th 

Ollie’s Station Restaurant, 4070 Southwest Blvd, Tulsa, OK 74107 

7:30 AM to 08:00 AM—Parking Lot Gathering; 08:30 AM meeting starts indoors! 

Dues Reminder—Your 2023 Chapter Dues were due in January 2023.    If you 

haven’t paid them yet, you can bring them to the breakfast meeting or mail them to the me. 

Bob Clark’s softer side!! 
Provided by Scott Pfuehler 
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owner, Corey Peterson, in this month's Side Pipe.  I hope 
everyone reads it prior to our March 4th meeting as I think 
this will generate some great conversation among our 
members that are experts on the early Corvettes and a great 
learning opportunity for those of us who aren't experts on 
them.  To that end, I will be showing a 30 minute YouTube 
video of Mr. Peterson, explaining why he thinks he has 
found VIN #001, at our March 4th breakfast at Ollie's 
Station.  I hope to see everyone there at 8:30 am. 

 

NCRS Oklahoma Chapter President 
Rob Wilson (NCRS #48348) 

___________________________ 

Membership Chairman’s Comments—Our 

current membership roster sits at 79 members with 61 of those 
having paid their 2023 dues.  We are currently at a 77% renewal 
rate.  I will be accepting your 2023 dues at the March 2023 
meetings or by mail. 

NCRS Oklahoma Chapter Membership Chairman 
Michael Aichele (NCRS #11685) 

___________________________ 

Judging Chairman’s Comments 

OKLAHOMA CHAPTER SPRING JUDGING MEET 

  We will be holding a judging school after breakfast Saturday 
March 4th to get ready for our Spring Judging Meet on April 
29th in Stillwater. Scott has a location for us at John Neas 
building located one block west and one block north of 71st and 
Lewis across from the Post Office. He is working on a 1966 
Convertible and a 1967 Coupe that we can use in the class. I will 
be going over the judging process do's and don'ts, judging 
reference manual, letting everyone look at numbers all over the 
cars to determine the date and part number and looking at VIN 
and TRIM tags to determine the build date of the body and final 
assembly of the car. I have laminated handouts from the NCRS 
store to give out to everyone at the class. So please come to this 
class and sign up to judge in April so the Judging Meet will be a 
success for all.     PLEASE BRING A CHAIR !! 

On Saturday April 29th the Oklahoma Chapter NCRS will hold 
our annual spring judging meet at Larry Witt's building at 4100 
W. Lakeview in Stillwater, Ok. It is a central location between 
Tulsa, OKC and Wichita and there will be a cruise from each 
location on Saturday morning. The judged cars will be set up 
inside Friday the 28th to be ready for our 9:00 AM start time on 
Saturday. As of now I have 2 cars to judge, a 1958 and a 1960 
and the possibility of more if we have enough judges to handle 
the load.  

The schedule for the weekend is 

Friday- set up cars inside along with judging supplies 

Saturday- Cruise from Tulsa- contact Rob Wilson 

                Cruise from OKC- contact Gene Holtz 

                 Cruise from Wichita- contact Rick Smiley 

If you are coming from out of town and want to stay Friday or 
Saturday night there are three (3) close by hotels. I will not be 
setting up a host hotel but will list them in the registration form. 
Arrival time is 8:00 to 8:45 with donuts when you get there.  

Judging School will start at 9:00 AM  

Flight Judging will start by 10:00 AM 

Lunch Break with PIZZA around 12:00  

Finish judging and tabulation with awards when all completed by 
approximately 3:00 PM. 

When I get the registration online at the NCRS coming events, 
event registration page I will have Mike email everyone to 
register. There will be no cost to be a judge but we do have a 
$50:00 fee to have your Corvette judged to cover supplies. I will 
also have a judge's sign up sheet at the March and April 
Oklahoma Chapter club meeting's. Chapter judging is about 
learning about your car and the judging process, When I assign 
judging teams there will be one experienced judge with one 
novice judge so we can all learn. So mark your calendrer 
and  please consider joining us in Stillwater, OK as you will have 
a great time a maybe learn a little bit about old Corvette's in the 
process. 

I plan to have the online registration open this coming weekend. I 
will announce it at the club meeting and let you know the date so 
you can send out a club wide email.  

 
NCRS Oklahoma Chapter Judging Chairman 
Gene Holtz (NCRS #10606) 
email blue65L84@aol.com  or 405-317-3919  

___________________________ 

Treasurer’s Comments: We still got money in the 

bank! 
 

NCRS Oklahoma Chapter Treasurer 
Scott Pfuehler (NCRS #20940) 
 
 

mailto:blue65l84@aol.com
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Long abandoned in a resto shop, it now resides with 
Corvette researcher Corey Peterson.  After the pops of 
the flashbulbs and after the gathered Chevrolet workers and 
managers returned to their stations on the hastily thrown together 
assembly line in a General Motors garage in Flint, Michigan, the 
very first production Corvette rolled out of the garage and into 
mystery. Some claimed it was destroyed, the natural aftermath of 
torture testing at the hands of GM engineers. Others believed it 
could have been restyled as a Motorama show car. But, as early 
Corvette restorer and researcher Corey Petersen claims to have 
proved, that VIN #001 car still exists and has made its way to his 
Utah garage in preparation for full documentation and 
restoration. 

"I've been sniffing around for it for 15 to 20 years," Petersen 
said. "It's been a fun chase." 

In fact, Petersen said it wasn't his intention to find, let alone buy, 
the car all along. Instead, he and fellow Corvette researcher John 
Amgwert simply set out to document the three pre-production 
Corvette prototypes and the first dozen or so Corvettes that 
Chevrolet built on the Flint assembly line. Every 1953 Corvette 
came equipped in the same configuration - six-cylinder engine, 
Powerglide automatic transmission, Polo White paint, Sportsman 
Red interior, and whitewall tires - but as with many other cars, 
the earliest production versions of the Corvette had minute 
differences from the rest, and Petersen and Amgwert wanted to 
know exactly how the Flint-built cars differed from the rest of 
the 1953 production cars built in St. Louis. 

As Karl Ludvigsen wrote in "Corvette: America's Star-Spangled 
Sports Car, 1953-1982," Ed Cole and his staff at Chevrolet were 
under a tight deadline. Harlow Curtice, then the president of GM, 
wanted the Corvette in production in June of 1953, just a year 
after it was approved for production. That meant a number of 
changes had to be made on the fly, including the decision to 
build the production cars out of fiberglass rather than steel and 
the conversion of the garage located on Van Slyke Road in 
southwest Flint previously used for Chevrolet customer 
deliveries into an assembly line while the St. Louis plant was 
being readied for production. 

While production did indeed commence on June 30, 1953, the 

rush to get underway meant the earliest cars differed from the 
later cars in a number of subtle ways. Most people point to the 
wheel covers - domed to begin with, but eventually replaced with 
the more recognizable knockoff style - and Petersen already 
knew of other differences like a change in the convertible top 
design and the switch from foot-operated to vacuum-operated 
windshield washers. "Some changes were made late in 1953, 
others in '54, and that was largely due to the inventory stock," he 
said. "They didn't want to throw away what they had, so they 

(Continued on page 4) 

New Research Shows the First 1953 Chevrolet Corvette Wasn't Actually Destroyed 

Provided by Hemmings By Daniel Strohl (2/24/2023) 

Photo courtesy Cory Peterson 

GM Media photo’s 
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used up the '53 stuff until it was gone." 

Follow the Research 

He'd also known that the first three cars off the assembly line that 
June 30 didn't go directly to customers. In fact, of the first nine 
cars off the assembly line, only three left GM, and those three - 
serial numbers 004, 005, and 006 - went to members of the Du 
Pont family or to executives in the Du Pont organization. The 
rest all went out for further evaluation to GM or Chevrolet 
engineering departments. Petersen figured the work orders 
produced by the cars' time in those engineering departments 
should shed some light on his research, so he started to collect all 
of the relevant work orders he could from GM's Heritage Center. 
Fortunately, Petersen said, Jim Perkins had Art Armstrong gather 
as much Corvette documentation from throughout the company 
as possible "just to get the Corvette community off his back," 
otherwise many of those materials would have remained 
inaccessible or lost. 

While it had long been presumed that the first two production-
line cars had been destroyed after their times in the engineering 
departments, Petersen discovered different fates for them in some 
work orders he only obtained a couple months ago. The second 
production car received a designation of 3951 and was ultimately 
used to test the viability of installing a V-8 engine instead of the 
Blue Flame six-cylinder engine. The first, VIN 001 received a 
designation of 3950 and set aside for a few different uses. It 
served as the go-to car for various GM executives who wanted to 
experience the new Corvette sports car; it was on hand when GM 
announced the 1954 Corvettes at the Greenbrier in White 
Sulphur Springs, West Virginia; and most significantly, 
Chevrolet let a whole battalion of GM engineers pick it apart to 
look for various deficiencies that had made it through the rushed 
development and production process. 

In total, those engineers found 22 items to fix on 3950, according 
to the work orders that Petersen dug up. Those items ranged from 
minor rattles and adjustments to design improvements that 
Chevrolet would go on to implement on later production cars. 
Among the latter, three in particular stood out to Petersen: an 
order to make more room between the seat and the steering 
wheel by both lowering the seat 1-1/4 inches and by raising the 
steering column, an order to revise the fuel filler box and its 
hinge for better body clearance, and an order to cover the 
exposed rivets seen in the recessed license plate box. 

Those three in particular stood out to him because he'd seen all 
three on a 1953 Corvette once before, and he knew exactly where 
that car rested. 

Forgotten and Pushed Aside 

Exactly where 3950, the first production Corvette, went after it 
left GM remains a mystery. According to the paperwork Petersen 
rounded up, the MSO on the car was not triggered by a dealer, as 
would be expected for a production car, but by the manufacturer, 
Chevrolet. As Petersen pointed out, GM employees had 
purchased other early Corvettes after their times with the 
engineering departments (VIN 002 went to Russ Sanders while 
VIN 008 went to designer Waino Hosko), so it's likely another 
GM employee managed to buy VIN 001. 

Rumors within the Corvette community had the car in the 
Cincinnati area sometime in the Seventies, but not even the most 
ardent of Corvette historians were able to gain an audience with 

the family that supposedly owned it. 

Still, 1953 Corvettes are few and far between and thus generally 
well known to Corvette enthusiasts. Amgwert, along with other 
founders of the National Corvette Restorers Society, had already 
tracked down VIN 003 and sent it to Lloyd Miller's shop in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, for a full restoration. That restoration, in turn, 
led another 1953 Corvette owner to send his car to Miller's shop. 
That car, however, came with a number of oddities that nobody 
could explain at the time, and the East Coast-based owner had 
made some noise about the car possibly being VIN 002, which 
drew Petersen's attention. 

He and Amgwert examined the car after it arrived in Miller's 
shop, about 20 years ago, and couldn't reconcile what they saw 
with any production 1953 Corvette. The floor under the driver's 
seat had been cut out and lowered. The firewall had been notched 
at the steering column. It had the 1954-style fuel filler box and 
hinge. Woven fiberglass cloth covered what remained of the 
rivets they expected to find in the license plate box. Because 
those alterations didn't make any sense at the time, Petersen 
figured the car was an anomaly, likely a later production car, and 
nearly forgot about it. Miller and the owner of the car nearly 
forgot about it too; shortly after the restoration began, the owner 
turned his attention to health issues within the family and de-
prioritized the Corvette's restoration. Miller pushed it to the back 
of his shop and the two lost touch. 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 5) 

Photo courtesy Corey Petersen 
The Corvette's recessed floor section under the driver's seat 

Photo courtesy Corey Petersen 
A photo of the Corvette's 1954-style fuel filler box  
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Is It the Oldest Corvette? 

Should Petersen's continuing research on the car absolutely verify 
the car's status as the first production Corvette, it may also prove 
the car to be the oldest Corvette known to exist. 

According to Amgwert's research, Chevrolet assigned five 
engineering car numbers - 852, 853, 854, 855, and 856 - for the 
development of full-size operational pre-production Corvette 
prototypes but ultimately used just three. Car number 852 
became EX-52, distinguished by tiny scoops on the tops of the 
front fenders, which went on to become the Motorama car shown 
to the public at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York City. Car 
number 853 became EX-53, another Motorama car that primarily 
toured Canada. Car 856 went on to be used at the GM Proving 
Grounds. 

EX-52, after its Motorama tour, was ordered to be stripped of its 
body, which was then sent out for a burn test. The chassis, 
meanwhile, went on to be stretched and placed under the 
Corvette Nomad concept car, which Corvette historians believe 
no longer exists. 

Work orders directed EX-53's body to be placed on 856's chassis. 
The latter, after its time at the proving grounds, started to look 

shabby, and GM executives wanted it to look nicer for visiting 
dignitaries. The chassis of EX-53 and the body of 856 were 
ordered to be crushed, and neither the body of EX-53 or the 
chassis of 856 have surfaced in the years since. "This is still an 
ongoing research project," Petersen said. 

As for the naysayers who doubt Petersen's research and claims 
about any of the pre-production or early production Corvettes, 
Petersen said he hopes that by bringing this particular car to light, 
it'll spur others to offer further evidence for examination. "I get 
that this is a controversial subject," he said. "But I welcome other 
points of view with documentation to back it up." 

He said he expects the restoration of the car to take four or five 
years. 

 

Photo courtesy Corey Petersen 

The license plate box with the rivets ground flush and then 
covered with fiberglass  

GM Media photo 

EX-52, the Waldorf Corvette, on display at the 1953 New 
York Motorama 

CORVETTE EXPO Presented by Corvettes of Enid 

April 1, 2023 @ 9:00 am  -  4:00 pm 

Let’s drive there after our regular chapter breakfast! 

Chisholm Trail EXPO Center, 111 W Purdue, Enid, OK 73701 

Attendee admission is $5.00 per adult. 

LARGEST INDOOR CORVETTE SHOW IN OKLAHOMA   
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

OKLAHOMA NCRS CHAPTER EVENTS: 

• March 4th—NCRS monthly breakfast—Tulsa (See Front Page) 

• March 4th—OK NCRS Judging School @ regular meeting 

• March 18th—Garage Condos of Tulsa Tour/Open House 10am to 2pm 

• April 1st—Corvette Expo, Enid, OK  

• April 29th—OK NCRS Chapter Judging Event in Stillwater 

• May 23—Route 66 road tour to OKC; Rudy's Bar-B-Q, 3437 West Memorial Road in Oklahoma City  
 

NCRS NATIONAL EVENTS: 

• March 23-25, 2023 - NCRS Regional, Tucson, AZ 

• June 1-3, 2023 - NCRS Regional, Altoona, PA 

• June 8-10, 2023 - NCRS Regional, Rochester, MN 

• June 29, 2023 to January 1, 2024 - NCRS National Gallery at the Nation Corvette Museum, Bowling Green, KY  https://
www.corvettemuseum.org/ 

• July 23-27, 2023 - NCRS National, French Lick, IN 

• August 24-26, 2023 - NCRS Gallery at Corvettes of Carlisle, Carlisle, PA 

• September 14-16, 2023 - NCRS Regional, Ontario, Canada 

• September 7-11, 2025 - NCRS National, South Pointe Casino, Las Vegas, NV 

• October 19-21, 2023 - NCRS Regional, Frisco, TX 
 

OKLAHOMA HALLETT MOTOR RACING CIRCUIT: https://www.hallettracing.net/ 
59901 E. 5500 Rd., Jennings, OK 74038; Phone (918) 356-4814; eMail: jennifer@hallettracing.net 

OSAGE CASINO TULSA RACEWAY PARK: https://www.tulsaracewaypark.com/ 

3101 N Garnett Rd., Tulsa, OK 74116; Phone (918) 437-7223; eMail: megan@tulsaracewaypark.com 

CAR SHOWS AND SWAP MEETS: (Stuff for Car Guy’s and Gal’s) 

• Tulsa Tuesday Cruise Night, McAlister’s Deli, 91st & Memorial, Tulsa, OK;  4:00 PM-Sunset  (March 14 – Oct) 

• Cars & Coffee, 13230 Pawnee Dr, Oklahoma City, OK;  First Saturday monthly, 8:30AM-11:00AM  

• Cars & Coffee, Kicker Facility, 3100 N Husband St, Stillwater, OK;  Last Saturday monthly, 8:30AM-12:00PM  

• Owasso Cruzrs Cruise In, 12900 E 86th St N, Owasso, OK; 2nd Wednesday monthly, 4:30PM-8:00PM  

• April 21-22, 2023 - Tulsa Swap Meet, Creek County Fairgrounds, Kellyville, OK 

• May 11-13, 2023 - Chickasha Swap Meet, 712 East Choctaw Ave, Chickasha, OK 

TULSA HAPPENINGS (PLEASE RSVP) 

Monthly LUNCHEON—Yes, March is going to be lunch this time.  Everyone is welcome—Chapter Member’s, spouses, 

partners, or singles to get together and mingle.  It is a good time for all!  Please come join us. 

Thursday, March 9th’s lunch will be at Fish Daddy’s Grill House, 10624 E 71st Street, Tulsa, OK.  We always encourage our 
“singles” to join in the fun.  Gathering time is 1:00 PM. 

Let Nancy Phillips know you’ll be joining us! Contact her at 918-770-1043 or nancy.phillips@isocentric.com. 

We hope to see you there.  Future dates: April 13th—2023 

OKLAHOMA CITY HAPPENINGS  
ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT NIGHT OKLAHOMA CITY—Tuesday March 28th will be 
this months Attitude Adjustment Night at RUDY'S “Country Store” and Bar-B-Q located at 3437 
W Memorial Dr. Oklahoma City, OK. Arrival time is 5:30 with dinner at 6:00. Hope to see you there.  

TULSA HAPPENINGS 
ATTITUDE ADJUSTMENT Night TULSA, OK —Tuesday, March 21st at Bravos Mexican 

Grill, 6104 E 71st Street, Tulsa, OK. 

https://www.corvettemuseum.org/
https://www.corvettemuseum.org/
https://www.hallettracing.net/
https://www.tulsaracewaypark.com/
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National Corvette Restorers Society - Oklahoma Chapter Contact Information 

Role  Name  Phone  eMail 

Chairman  Rob Wilson (918) 407-7940  robertwilson2@cox.net 

NCRS Contact Person  Rob Wilson (918) 407-7940  robertwilson2@cox.net 

Vice-Chairman  Phil Gray  (918) 492-2519  philipgray@earthlink.net 

Flight Awards Administrator  Phil Gray  (918) 492-2519  philipgray@earthlink.net 

Secretary  Travis Firey (918) 637-3257  rcrvmx@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Scott Pfuehler  (918) 437-5292  fogaley@sbcglobal.net 

Judging Chairman  Gene Holtz  (405) 317-3919  blue65L84@aol.com 

Judging Administrator  Gene Holtz  (405) 317-3919  blue65L84@aol.com 

Membership Manager  Michael Aichele  (918) 804-3105  mjikelee@gmail.com 

Membership Administrator  Michael Aichele  (918) 804-3105  mjikelee@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor  Michael Aichele  (918) 804-3105  mjikelee@gmail.com 

Activities Chairman  Bud Jessee  (918) 625-8531  budjessee@gmail.com 

Webmaster  Mike Partridge  (512) 579-8593  lostnaustin@sbcglobal.net 

 

AVAILABLE - Corvette “Body Dolly” and “Rotisserie” located in Wichita, Kansas. Contact Dallas Keller at (316) 200-4125 

FOR FREE - If anyone wants a past edition of the Judging Reference Manual or a Technical Information and Judging Guide let me 
know. I have Judging Reference Manuals and Technical Information and Judging Guides for 58-60, 63-64, 66, 68-69, 70-72, 73-74, 
75-77, 80-82, and 90-91. Contact Scott Pfuehler at (918) 437-5292. 

FOR SALE - ?? 

WANTED - ?? 

For sale or a service you can provide Chapter Members?  eMail me and I’ll put it in the newsletter!  -  mjikelee@gmail.com 

MEMBERS CLASSIFIED PAGE (Wanted, For Sale or Service) 

OKLAHOMA CHAPTER 

Don’t forget to visit our website for some up-
to-date information about what is going on in 
the Chapter. 

https://www.ncrs.org/ok 

NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 

National Corvette Restorers Society 
E-Mail: info@ncrs.org 
Phone: (513)760-6277 
Fax: (513) 201-8875 
https://www.ncrs.org/join/ncrs-benefits.php 

https://www.ncrs.org/ok
https://www.ncrs.org/join/ncrs-benefits.php
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CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 


