
The Sidepipe is published monthly by the Oklahoma Chapter NCRS, Inc.    •   http://www.ncrs-ok.org

May, 2013

Chairman’s
Comments                                                   by Neal Kennedy

Ugly John sure has some…. or several…. no….
abuncha not-so-ugly cars.  I’m glad he is willing

to share them with us.  His collection of engines,
intake manifolds and a whole lot more memorabilia
are the stuff dreams are made of, times a thousand!
The displays could leave a guy speechless.  And
sometimes did.  He even had a token Ford in there
among the Chebbies, Ponchos, record-setting drag
boats and more.  Many thanks to Treasurer Scott
Pfuehler for putting it all together for a great early
spring activity for Oklahoma’s best NCRS chapter.
There is a welcome rumor out there that it might
become a yearly event.  Let Scott know if you would
like to be among the crowd for the “Second Annual
Breakfast and Bad Ass Car Boogie” at Ugly John’s
Muscle Car Museum.

After a great month of April for the chapter activities
scrapbook, it’s a tough act to follow.  But how ‘bout a
triple header for May?  Kickin’ tars at Rick’s, a
second-take at Ricks’ show car collection and a solid
two days of fun with the straight axle Corvette
contingent are all on tap for this month.  The plan to
treat the entire Oklahoma Chapter NCRS to an all
expense paid trip to the Indy 500 was discussed and
dropped due to a lack of interest.  So, we’ll just have
to suffer with the above-mentioned three event
lineup.

First up, following our breakfast meeting May 4th, we
will adjourn to Rick Oglesby’s Speed Shop.  It’s
another in the ongoing series of generous offerings
from Rick to use his shop.  A great opportunity to get
your Vette up on a lift for a safe look under your car
without having to lay on a creeper.  This is especially
appreciated for C5 and C6 owners who have to jump
through hoops to get those friggin’ low riders up on
jack stands!  It’s also a great chance to get to all
those grease fittings on the front suspension of the

earlier models.  Some of us older fellas have a
tough time with the contortions necessary with drive-
way grease jobs.  Bring your own oil, filter and
grease gun and go for it.  Rick says he’ll stay as
long as there is somebody in line for a turn on the
lifts.

Next on the May calendar is a second attempt to
see Bruce Ricks’ super-nice cars, including a ’62
Vette, black and red, and bad to the bone.  There
might even be some parts in that beauty that were
manufactured after 1962.  Bruce was a bit under the
weather on our original plan to visit his place.
However instead of calling it a cancellation, Bruce
said “postponement” might be a better term and
invited us to try again.  Chapter Activities Chairman
Jim Elder is coordinating this outing on Saturday,
May 11th.  Look for Jim’s article elsewhere in The
Sidepipe for the specifics of time and place.

The third offering this month is a chance to see
some great scenery as well as watch some classic
Corvettes roll through the hills of southeastern
Oklahoma.  The Red River Chapter of the Solid Axle
Corvette Club has invited us to join them for an
over-nighter  May 18th and 19th.  It’s the “2013
SACC Red River Chapter Cruise.”  It may be too
late to get reservations at the main lodge at Beavers
Bend Resort Park.  However, you may be able to
find something else close for the Saturday night
stay.  Verle Randolph has been plugging the trip for
several months and several Oklahoma Chapter
NCRS members are planning on making the cruise.
They are even getting together to drive down
Saturday morning.  Be sure to check with Verle if
you are even slightly interested.  He’s an officer in
the Red River club and has all the skinny on what’s
happening at the beautiful Lakeview Lodge.  They
even have RV camping.

Most of you are aware of the new track built in Texas
for Formula One racing.  Some of the courses on
the other side of the world where F1 races have only



Attitude
Adjustment
Night

The gathering place for our May Attitude
       Adjustment Night on Tuesday evening,
May 21, will be The Rib Crib Restaurant, 8040 South
Yale.  We have the use of a meeting room for our
group.

The  time  people  start  to  arrive  is 5:30  p.m.  Most
are there before 6:00 p.m. The food is quite good and
Tuesday night is “Rib Night” - all the ribs and side
orders that you can eat for $10.99.  There are
specials on beer, too.

2013 Dues Notice

The New Year  is here, and it is time to renew
       your membership in the Oklahoma NCRS.

   Annual dues of $15 should be paid this
 month.

Bring your wallet or checkbook on Saturday, May 4, to
renew your membership in the Oklahoma Chapter
NCRS.  Don Partridge will be glad to accept your
money, or you can mail your 2013 dues payment to
his address.

Don Partridge
18606 East 96th St.
Broken Arrow, OK 74012

A special note to any new member who may have
joined since October, 2012.  Your payment then will
cover your 2013 dues also. If you have any questions,
call Don Partridge at  918 / 455-6574(H).

Don't delay!  Payment of dues is required to continue
receiving chapter benefits.

May
Breakfast
Meeting

Our monthly breakfast will take place on
        Saturday, May 4.  The location is Ollie’s Station
Restaurant in the Redfork area of West Tulsa. The
address is  4070 Southwest Blvd. The phone number
is (918)446-0524, in case you need it.

You can choose the buffet or you can order from the
menu. The time to be there is 8:30 a.m., but people
always start arriving by 8:00 - 8:15 a.m.

one event a year.  Not so at the Circuit of the
Americas near Austin.  Other sanctioning bodies are
booking the 3.4 mile facility including the Sports Car
Club of America.  Which brings us to the obvious
question, “How will the Corvettes work on the 20-turn
layout?”  Answer, impressive.  In the first SCCA event
at COTA, Mike Pettiford won T1 both Saturday and
Sunday in his Corvette.  In T2, a Porsche was first,
Covette second and a Mustang third in the first race.
That Vette took first in the second race.  GT1 saw a
Jaguar first to the checkered flag in the first race, but
the second race saw a Corvette finishing ahead of the
Jag with a Ford third.  Touring class cars are safety-
modified street cars.  GT entries are purpose-built,
tube frame race cars.

Special thanks go to Vice Chairman Phil Gray for
handling the April meeting.  His enthusiastic support,
along with the other officers, played a big part in my
decision to mount the all-out campaign necessary to
win the election as Chairman for our club.
Nominations will be accepted this month for 2014
Chairman.  Just kidding… let’s do it in July.

Garage Tour
by Jim Elder

The NCRS group is invited to see Bruce Rick’s
custom show cars on Saturday, May 11. His

1956 Ford Convertible named “Sunscammer”,
received the 2011 Ridler Award at the Detroit
Autorama.  He also has a 1962 Corvette named
“Sixty-Two Twelve” and several other cars.

We will meet at 8:30 on Saturday morning, May 11th
at Crystal City Shopping Center, just West of Ollie’s
Restaurant, site of the monthly breakfast meeting.  It’s
a short drive to Bruce’s facility.

The address for Bruce’s shop is 6240 S Highway 97.
(Highway 97 between Sapulpa and Sand Springs)  It
is next door (South) of Rut Pawn Shop.



For additional information on Bruce’s cars, check out
these websites:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVEb5FEGdas

http://www.bing.com/images/
search?q=bruce+ricks+sixty+two&qs=ds&form=QBIR#

If you have any questions, contact Jim Elder at
918-748-8256

Lets Do It
Again

by Scott Pfuehler
with photos from Phil Gray

On a recent
Saturday

morning Tulsa
Corvette Club
members and their
friends, about sixty
strong, visited a local
muscle car collection.
And what a collection
it is. From about nine
in the morning until
close to noon they
wandered the aisles
of that neat
collection checking
out the sheet metal
and fiberglass of
their youth.

I heard more than
one guy say how he
had one of those or
close to one of those
or wish he had had
one of those, and of
course what he and
what’shername had
done in one of those
seemed to creep
into the conversation
too. Something about the Admiral Twin and some long
ago Saturday night. Pennington’s was mentioned a
number of times and south Peoria or Sheridan and a
thing called high school and something about drag
racing. Lots of those stories were enjoyed, and I’m
sure it was all the absolute truth too. And just the way
they remembered it.

How about those shelves full of aluminum things with
carburetors sitting on them.  That room full of engines
too, more cubic inches there then at the factory where
they were made I think. Lots prettier too now after the
restoration process.

I have to admit, the buffet line was long but well worth
the wait.  Great omelets weren’t they? I saw a couple

of plates with so much bacon snd
sausage on them I thought it was
pig appreciation day at the
museum.

I think most visitors enjoyed the
Route 66 Diner and having their

breakfast
there
was just
plain old
fun.
Good
food with a room full of car friends makes for a nice
morning.



Back to the cars.  Did anyone make a list of what was
seen.  I don’t think I saw them all, probably not even
most of them. So that’s why John, the owner, said it’s
OK if we all come back next year or so and Do It Again.

Several of the cars were only witnessed in car
magazines and never in person until this visit.  At least
one of the dragsters was pushed outdoors and started
up for the shock and awe part of the visit.  Noisy damn
thing it
was. And
loud too.

The
collection
was great
to visit and
enjoy. If
you didn’t
make it,
you must
make it a
must-see
on our next
chance to
visit..

My Corvette History
(The Short Version)

Brett Driscoll
NCRS#26846

I  think each of us in the hobby probably has a story to
tell. We are in the Corvette hobby because we enjoy

automobiles. There is usually a story to be told when
individuals make similar choices throughout their lives. I
think if you are a car enthusiast you remember the first

time you saw a car and told yourself WOW!
someday I am gonna have one of those.

As a youngster the adult males in my life liked
automobiles. I suppose love of the automobile is
somewhat an inherited gene if that is truly possible.
Being around these guys definitely influenced the
way I looked at transportation.

My grand ather sold International Harvester farm
equipment and Buick cars in a small town in



western Oklahoma. His dealership was in Sayre in the
mid forties to early 1960
.
In this environment my dad became a person who
would rarely buy anything  that did not have a Buick
emblem attached to it for transportation. As frugal as
my father is those two things would seem to be
mutually exclusive. It is true this last summer he
bought my mother a new Chrysler, but as far as I
know, there was only one other time he deviated from
new Buick
purchases.

In 1971 we were
living in Enid,
Oklahoma, and
my dad’s office
was at Vance Air
Force Base. I
had odd jobs
and mowed lawns to make money to supplement my
weekly allowance. I mowed the lawn at the Methodist
Church, and on one Saturday morning. a blue 69
roadster pulled in to the parking lot and a twenty
something guy and girl where going inside. I had
never seen anything quite so beautiful. It could have
been a 68 model, but it had side exhaust as I
remember. I wasn’t sure who manufactured the car,
but I did take notice of the CORVETTE on the rear
facia. At the supper table that evening  I asked my
father who built Corvette’s. He told me Chevrolet.  I
told him that some day I would own one of those
gorgeous machines. I didn’t even think my dad had
heard what I said.

The next time I was taken to the barber shop my dad
revealed that he was paying attention. The barber
shop had a long row of seating where you waited for
your turn in the chair. The older men read the
newspaper and talked with the barbers. As my dad
and I approached our turn in the chair he informed the
barber and everyone else that I
was going to buy a Chevrolet
Corvette when I got old enough.
Somebody asked my dad what he
had been feeding me, another told
me I should start saving my money
now. Whatever, I wasn’t
discouraged.  This was America
and I wanted to own a Corvette.

It was also this summer that dad
started making plans to drive to California. He had
also   decided that the 64 Buick Skylark was not what

he wanted to take across the Mojave Desert. It had
some whoopy wowser aluminum headed motor that
liked to vapor lock.  It was for sale in the local paper,
and we were shopping for a new car. Shopping for a
new car is a long drawn out process in my family. We
had taken the first step though. I don’t remember
there being a Buick dealer in Enid, but there was a
dealer in Fairveiw. I am sure we went there first. Not a
rememberable trip though. The Buick estate wagon
was probably a little pricey if they even had one.

The car shopping trip I do remember was to Northcut
Chevrolet. They had a white Chevrolet concours
wagon. They had it parked on the show room floor. I
thought it strange but true. Dad was interested in the
wagon but did not want to pay for the wood grain vinyl
trim or the eight track tape player. They also had a
Corvette on the show room. I was amazed at how
wonderful that car looked.

Dad made numerous trips haggling with the
salesman. I always felt sorry for them.They were no
match for him in this negotiation battle. This sale took
so many trips probably twice a month for three or four
months. They couldn’t sell it. I know they wanted to
tell him that it was no longer available.  If he was
going to the Chevrolet dealer, I was going along to
look at the new Corvette. It was painted steel city grey
with black interior. It had a bulge in the hood with
chrome trim. I will never forget that car. Dad
eventually sold the 64 Skylark and bought the wagon
and I still have the Corvette brochure from the many
trips we made to Northcut Chevrolet.

In 1975 we moved to Owasso. I had gainful
employment at the local Safeway and a local auto
parts store. I was crazy about cars and still dreamed
of owning a Corvette. The city manager had a Ontario
Orange 71. He was friends with the parts store owner.
the city manager had promised a local girl she could
ride in his car during the homecoming parade. The

city manager had a conflict with his
schedule and could only provide
the Corvette. He contacted my
parts store boss and arranged for
him to drive the young lady  in the
parade.

Well, as chance would have it, the
parts store owner had a last minute
scheduling conflict as well. He
threw me the keys and told me to

drive the girl in the parade and treat the Corvette like
it was my own. First time to drive a Corvette.



First paid chauffeur gig in a Corvette.  First time
conversations with an older cheerleader. Life is good.

Sad part is I don’t remember her name. I do
remember the Corvette though. Life is all about
priorities. One of my priorities went a little higher. I
was saving my money and my dad was listening.
Sometimes I was unsure but he was listening. I got
permission to put my Chevrolet truck that I was driving
up for sale. It was my senior year in high school, and I
was working hard. I was going to find a Corvette that I
could own.

I had a hard time selling my truck , but I still managed
to get dad out to look at Corvettes. We looked at and
drove a big block 71 coupe, a modified flared OSU
orange 64 convertible,  a 74 convertible and many
others.  The first requirement was that I had to sell the
truck.  I wasn’t having any luck. I decided I needed to
expand my customer base. I took the headers off and
put the original exhaust back on. I think I had that
truck for sale  from April of 1978 to August of 1978.
Dad would
not let me
drop the
price, and I
was
frustrated.
The truck
sold in the
first week
of
September
and Gary Sisney was going through a rough patch.
He had a Mille Miglia red 74 auotmatic for sale. It was
beautiful. Such a nice car, dad and I did not even
quibble about the price. My first Corvette  had arrived.

I still had not forgotten about that big block steel city
grey coupe I first saw on the dealer floor in Enid. It
was always in the back of my mind. I have been told
that Corvettes have a way of finding you. I am not
totally convinced, but I have my suspicions. In June or
July of 1995 I was without a Corvette. I saw an add in
the used car section of the Tulsa paper. ‘71 Corvette
big block coupe with a phone number.  I thought I
should call about that car.

I was busy with work and I didn’t call. It was in this
time frame that Chevrolet had an ad on television with
a blue solid axle Corvette. The car had a NCRS
sticker in the window. The ad was still in the paper, I
still did not respond. I was too busy. All about
priorities. After about four weeks of seeing the add

remain in the paper I called. Phil Bordwine answered
the phone. He still had the car and needed to sell it to
fix the front end on a ‘69 convertible. He lived up by
Grand Lake. It was a Steel City Grey car originally.

Well, you know
I have to look at
it, and meet
Phil.  I think I
called back
later in the
week and
looked at the
Corvette. It was
very rough. hit
in the right front

with no motor. Original shocks though and exhaust,
kind of strange.

I am a car guy, I turn my head at most nice ones. One
of my favorites is a 39 Ford deluxe. There was an add
for one of those in the paper. I had to make a trip to

Muskogee to look at that one. It was very rough too.
Frame was rotted behind the rear axle. It was so bad
that when the guy said, “Make me an offer,” I got
scared and didn’t say a word.

So I said to my bride, “Would you prefer a ‘39 ford
street rod or a Stingray Corvette?” Her response,
“You know I like Corvettes. You also know I hate big
old cars,”  Well, I have enough pieces in the garage
to put an engine in the Corvette. It will be on the
road in no time. I call Phil and set up another date to

pick up the car. That is the story of how my steel city
gray big block coupe found its way into my life.



For Sale:1965 – 1969 NOS Grill Brackets, $15.00 per
bracket.  I have more 1969 brackets than mid-year.  Phone
me with part number, year, and brief description.
Call John Neas
(w) 918-749-7741    (c) 918-231-4454

Corvette Classified

For Sale: A Go Fast Corvette with Air Conditioning.  A very
original 1972 LT-1 coupe is available to you.  The long time
Oklahoma owner has much of this Corvette’s history in
writing, lots of paperwork, window sticker and stuff like that.
It’s green with a black interior, four speed, of course, power
steering and power brakes too.  Priced at $39,000.  Sue
Williams will provide you with all the details if you call her at
918-399-2646.

For Sale: 1996 Corvette convertible, LT4, 6-speed, White/
Gray, loaded, 31,000 miles, NCRS Top Flight 2011 -
$16000 firm    Call Joel Miller  918 - 294-1167

2013 SACC Red River Chapter Cruise
Saturday & Sunday, May 18 & 19

Lakeview Lodge - 6 miles north of Broken Bow, OK
Make your reservations before 4/18/13
Call Verle Randolph for more information
918-272-1200

The Publicity Parade

by R.R. Shaw

In 1957, with a new high-performance engine and
 an optional four-speed manual transmission, the

Corvette enjoyed a boost in interest among car
buyers. At the time, I was the district manager for
Chevrolet in the Denver area.

Looking for a way to capitalize on this new interest,
the local dealers and zone managers arranged for a
load of Corvettes to be shipped by rail from the St.
Louis assembly plant. From the rail yard, they would
be driven through the city, attracting the kind of
attention that Corvettes usually do-but multiplied, we
hoped, by the trainload.

The parade from the rail yard wasn’t the easiest
thing to pull off. It was a hot August day, so we
couldn’t drive the cars very fast without overheating.
Plus, the carburetors were set in St. Louis and were
not quite ready for the mile-high Denver
altitude!

All in all, though, things went
well, and we got a lot of free
publicity from the two
Denver newspapers. We
even made the cover of
the Chevrolet Dealers
News.

Chevrolet representatives M. C. Lindsey and R. R. Shaw
(below) send off a fleet of new Corvettes for a publicity stunt
through downtown Denver in 1957.

(brought to our attention by Wilma Clark.  reprinted from
Reminisce Magazine April-May. 2013)

For Sale:   C1 rear leaf spring banding tool (notcher/
crimper) and banding kit.    Correct tool width and modified
for single notch insertion as in original appearance of band
installation.    $60 OBO.
Dean Rose 918-286-1077  or   deanrose@cox.net

Free: Small wooden office desk, great for man cave or
office
Call John Neas
(w) 918-749-7741    (c) 918-231-4454



Bob Clark  •  Editor

10809 So. Louisville Ave.  •  Tulsa, OK 74137-6720

home • (918) 299-9001  •  work • (918) 298-2777

Fax - work 918-298-2778  •  home 918-298-9094

E-Mail  • vettefan66@sbcglobal.net

Upcoming Events

NCRS registered trademarks used in The Sidepipe are:
NCRS Founders Awards ®, NCRS Master Judges Awards ®,
NCRS Performance Verification Awards ®, NCRS Flight
Awards ® and NCRS Sportsman Awards ® are registered with
the United States Department of Commerce and Trademarks
Office. Registration application is pending for NCRS American
Heritage Awards.

*** Please  think about writing an article or contributing
an item of interest for the newsletter.  This can be a tech
tip you've found, an article to reprint from another
publication that would be of interest,  a personal
experience that would interest other members, or an
item of news about the chapter or its members.
Remember, include pictures  if you can.    Your Corvette
classified ads are welcome, too.  You can mail, e-mail,
FAX, or  loan me a diskette  or flash drive (Windows or
Macintosh ).  Remember!!  Your help  is needed to
make this newsletter a voice of our chapter !

May     4      Oklahoma Chapter Breakfast Meeting - Ollie’s Station Restaurant  - 4070 Southwest Blvd - Tulsa, OK
May 18-19   SACC Red River Chapter Cruise - Lakeview Lodge - Broken Bow, OK - Verle Randolph for Info 918-272-1200
May 16-19   NCRS New England Regional - Marlborough, Massachusetts - See Driveline for info
May    21     Attitude Adjustment Night - Rib Crib Restaurant - 8040 South Yale Ave. - Tulsa, OK
June     1     Oklahoma Chapter Breakfast Meeting - Ollie’s Station Restaurant  - 4070 Southwest Blvd - Tulsa, OK
June   6-9    NCRS Lake Tahoe Regional - Lake Taho, Nevada - See Driveline for info
July  21-26  NCRS National Convention - Hampton, Virginia - See Driveline for info
Aug  23-25  Corvette Carlisle - Carlisle, Pennsylvania
Sept 19-22  NCRS Regional - Kenner, Louisiana
Oct  17-19   NCRS Texas Regional - Frisco/Dallas, Texas - See Driveline for info

NCRS Communication
To keep up to date with the latest news from your
Oklahoma Chapter NCRS and your Region VII Director,
be sure to advise Bob Clark or Don Partridge of any
e-mail address changes.  This also applies to phone
numbers and new mailing addresses.

If your address is not current, then you will not receive the
latest news and information.

Thanks also go to Jim Elder,
Neal Kennedy, and Verle
Randolph for their
continuing help in folding
and mailing.

Thanks to Scott Pfuehler,
Brett Driscoll, Jim Elder,
Wilma Clark and Phil Gray
for their contributions to this
issue.

Thanks to
Brad Williams and

Mazzio’s for continuing
to support the

Oklahoma Chapter
NCRS.

We appreciate your
help.


