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Chairman’s Comments
by Kelly Bolton

N

ew Corvette production is currently on hold
as the factory is nearing the end of its 13
week shut down for conversion to the new model
year, or is it conversion to the new mid-engine
model? During 2016 the total production numbers
were 29,995 Corvettes, (Bowling Green has 838
permanent employees) with the production lines at
17 cars per hour which is GM’s lowest production
output per hour with the most hand labor per car.
With an increased focus on Quality the production
lines will start back up at 12 cars per hour along
with their new state of the art Paint Facility.
Concerning the hype about why a mid-engine
Corvette, I recently read an article stating their two
reasons: “First, adding more power to a frontengine design only accelerates the conversion of
rubber into smoke at the rear. Moving the engine’s
mass closer to the drive tires is the most effective
means of improving Corvette acceleration and
braking. The second reason is less engineeringdriven: Chevy wants to finally move the Corvette
past the basic proportions and form language it
has used since the C3. Today’s Stingray is a
dream car for men on the wrong side of 50. But by
updating the exterior with a radical remix of its
visual masses, the Corvette could sweep the odd
Aventador, LaFerrari, and 918 posters off
adolescents’ bedroom walls. As Chevy well
knows, kids grow up quickly, and the fortunate
ones convert their salaries to sports cars.” Well,
opinions continue to vary and what about the
influence of C1’s and C2’s?
Concerning C2’s, I have the opportunity to take my
’63 Corvette to Eureka Springs Corvette Weekend
and be one of two ‘63’s on display in recognition of
our fallen soldiers. My intent is to recognize the
previous owner of my ’63, Billy Crelia, as well as
show when he enjoyed the car and how the car
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has been restored close to those earlier days.
Below is one of my favorite pictures of Billy
vacuuming out the ‘63, (note the hubcaps were off
and the pin stripe around the waist line, both
popular trends of that era).

Look closely and you will notice another item from
the picture, “DIMES ONLY”. When was the last
time you could vacuum your car for a dime?
Web-site update - Mike and John continue
developing our new web-site as Mike has been
working with John Waggoner the NCRS Website
Administrator. Mike says our new web-site is
“Live” on the NCRS National server and at the
original address: NCRS-OK.
To continue moving forward into 2017 there are
numerous opportunities for you to participate in our
Chapter which is vital to our continued success as
The Oklahoma Chapter of NCRS. Let’s look at
2017 as a year filled with opportunity and fun as
we restore, preserve, document and enjoy our
Corvettes.
Enjoy your breakfast meeting on Saturday as Phil
has the helm and I will be in Eureka Springs.

October Breakfast Meeting

O

ur monthly breakfast will take place on
Saturday, October 7, 2017. The location is
Ollie’s Station Restaurant in the Redfork area of West
Tulsa. The address is 4070 Southwest Blvd. The
phone number is (918)446-0524, in case you need it.
You can choose the buffet or you can order from the
menu. The time to be there is 8:30 a.m., but people
always start arriving by 8:00 - 8:15 a.m.

Attitude Adjustment Night

T

he gathering place for our October Attitude
Adjustment Night on Tuesday evening,
October 17, 2017, will be Bravo’s Mexican Grill at
4532 East 51st St. We will continue to meet at
Bravo’s for the next few months.
The time people start to arrive is 5:00 p.m.

Oklahoma Chapter
Merchandise
by Bob Clark

W

e currently have Oklahoma Chapter denim
shirts, long and short sleeve, for $25 each. We
also have Oklahoma Chapter sweat shirts for $25.

Please call me at 918 / 625-2303 or 918 / 299-9001
to order an item. You could also send an email to
bobclark77@cox.net. Be sure to include the type of
shirt and size.

Attitude Adjustment Night In
Oklahoma City
by Gene Holtz

and dates are subject to change if they do not work
out for the majority wishing to participate.)
Also reminder of the Lone Star Regional in Frisco,
Texas, on October 26-28 hosted by the Texas Chapter
NCRS. Registration is online or in the latest DriveLine
magazine.
.
Contact me if you want further information at (cell)
405-317-3919 or email blue65l84@aol.com (that’s an
L84, not 184. Thanks!)

A Tech Tip
by Scott Pfuehler

A

ll ‘74-’82 Corvettes have a brass brake
proportioning/distribution block in the brake
system. It is mounted to the frame under the brake
booster/master cylinder. Chevrolet says it’s a nonservicable item, but you can and here’s how.
There will be brake fluid leakage from the tail piece
where the line to the rear brakes is attached. That’s
your clue that it needs to be serviced. Remove the
brake line; then unthread the tail piece. You can leave
the block attached to the frame. Take apart as shown
using a flat punch to remove its inner workings. Don’t
remove the rubber and clip on its outside.
There are 3 O-rings that must be replaced, and they
have to be an EP rubber for brake fluid service.
Reassemble the tail piece using brake fluid as the
lubricant and reinstall in the block. Bleed all 4 brakes,
and you are on the road again.
If your block ever leaks, you can do this rebuild,
costing a buck for the 3 O-rings, or buy a new block
for $90 from the catalogs. Your Choice.

Tuesday Night Cruise
by Jim Elder

W

e are hosting an Attitude Adjustment Night in
Oklahoma City to generate interest for an
upcoming Chapter event in OKC and to get OKC
Members together.
.
The gathering will be held at Rudy’s Country Store &
BBQ located at 3437 W. Memorial Road, Oklahoma
City, on the fourth (4th) Tuesday of each month.
October 24 is the next gathering with arrival time
between 5:30 pm and 6:00 pm. (The location, time

W

e have had good turnouts for the last few
cruise nights.

We have 2 dates scheduled: October 10 & 31. If you
have any questions or additional input, pleases call
me at (918)748-8256 or e-mail to jretulsa@cox.net
Come out and join us.
Location: 91st & Memorial
Time: Starts at 5:00 p.m. until dusk.

Cruise Nights
Aug 29, Sept 5 & 12
by Tim Zane

W

e’ve had 3 gatherings at Tulsa’s
Tuesday Cruise Nights since our
last issue. Weather has been good,
turnouts great and a real nice
time visiting with lots more
automotive enthusiasts.
Attendees include: Bud Jessee,
Benny Baldwin, Jim Elder, John
Wuchter, Pat McMichael, Neal
Kennedy, Tommy Johnston, Bill
Fritts, Phil Gray, Michael Young,
Pat Cavanagh, Verle Randolph,
Mike Partridge, and myself.
As the days get cooler and we
draw close to the end of the
season, crowds continue to
increase, knowing the fun will
soon end for the winter. NCRS
OK will meet at the 91st &
Memorial location October 10th
& the final night of the 31st. If
you call or text me by 3:00 on
those days, I’ll be sure you have a parking spot in the
lineup. Bring a chair and a smile. For questions call
me. 918-835-7253

Rochester Alternative Housing
by Scott Pfuehler

A

friend, who bought this FI unit off of eBay, and
brought it to me was unaware of its previous
usage as Mickey’s palace.

A

ttending The South Tulsa Baptist Show
with their Corvettes were Phil Gray, Mark
Rooks, Pat Cavanagh, Michael Young, Justin
Young, Scott Pfuehler, Craig Rhyne, Tristen
Glen and Sydney Mayhugh.

A Wonderful
Evening
For A Picnic
by Bonney Clark

I

t was a perfect fall evening.
Not too hot, not too cool.
The setting was the beautiful
Broken Arrow home and
property of Lee and JD Stigall.
A parade of colorful snazzy
Corvettes lined the driveway
joined by a few other finelooking rides.
Thirty-seven NCRS friends,
some old, some new, gathered
to enjoy the annual picnic and
ice cream social. JD, Janice
Partridge, and Pam Elder with
help from several other wives
organized a variety of salads
on the bar. Desserts to make
your eyes pop were laid out on
a nearby table. Outside Lee,
Mike Partridge, Jim Elder and
others grilled burgers, chicken,
and brats to make mouths
water.
When it was time to eat, no
one hesitated. All enjoyed the
tasty meal. And, YES, WE
HAD ICE CREAM! Five
freezers full: 3 vanilla, 1
chocolate, and 1 cherry nut!
Yum! Yum!
Many thanks go to the Stigalls
for their hard work in
preparation for the party and
for being such gracious hosts.
They even arranged for their
curious deer to visit again, four
or five standing as statues
along tree line wondering
when those noisy people were
going to leave.
It was a nice, laid-back
evening. If you missed it, DON’T LET
IT HAPPEN NEXT YEAR!!!

Why It’s The Right Time To Buy
A C4 Chevy Corvette —
and which one to get
The only Corvette ever to be powered
by a double overhead cam V8. So far.
by Scott Oldham

C

4 Corvettes are cool again. And it’s time to buy.
After 20-plus
years of getting
very little respect,
the Corvette’s
fourth generation
is beginning to
have resurgence in
both popularity and
value. The
turnaround has
begun, but it’s still
easy to miss if
you’re not looking for it.

So easy, in fact, even our very knowledgeable friend
Dan Neil, the Wall Street Journal’s longtime car critic,
and one of the best in the business, missed it. Awhile
back, Dan took a timeout from winning Pulitzer Prizes
to create a list called: “12 Affordable Classic Cars — A
dozen cars all less than 30 years old and gettable for
south of $30,000 that could one day be collectibles.”
And it’s a good list, aside from the outright omission of
the 1990-1995 Corvette ZR-1.
That’s right, the Corvette dubbed “The King of the Hill”
by Car and Driver, and the only Corvette to ever be
powered by a double overhead cam V8, is not on
Dan’s list. Dan, and we mean this as a friend, drop the
cabernet and step away from the pinot noir.
In 1990, six years into the Corvette’s fourth
generation, Chevy introduced the ZR-1, an option
package which essentially doubled the price of a
standard Corvette Coupe and transformed the
Corvette from a high-performance sports car to an
exotic-car killer. Today, it not only remains one of the
quickest and fastest Corvettes of all time, it’s also one
of the most affordable. And its status as a future
collectable is all but guaranteed.
Now’s the time to buy.

Chevy has actually used the ZR-1 name on three
Corvettes over the past 46 years. The first was a littleknown race-ready option package (RPO ZR-1)
available in 1970-1972 with the LT-1 small-block. But
these cars didn’t actually wear ZR-1 badging, and
only 53 were built in its three year run. They are highly
collectable today and cost well into six figures.
Of course, Chevy also sold 638 hp supercharged
ZR1s, now with no dash, from 2009 to 2013. And we
all know a C7
based ZR1 is
in
development.
When new in
the 1990s, the
ZR-1 option
added about
$30,000 to the
cost of a
standard 250
hp Corvette,
which cost
about $30,000. For that money, you got a very
different Corvette that didn’t look very different, which
has always been one of the knocks — and, some
think, one of the reasons why these cars have
remained so affordable. Ironically, they do wear
different body
panels. Many
inches wider
than a
standard
Corvette, the
ZR-1 used
wider doors
and rear
fenders to
cover the wider
17x11-inch
wheels and
massive P315/35ZR17 Goodyears.
But the additional width was subtle, as was the car’s
singular ZR-1 badge, glued to its rear bumper just
below its rightmost taillight. Corvette connoisseurs will
also mention that the model’s wider rear end used
squarish taillights, which were distinct from the round
units on the standard C4. However, to further the lack
of distinction between the two models, the standard
Corvette went to the squarish lights in 1991.
None of that really mattered 26 years ago. What

mattered was under the hood, and it was a monster in
its day. The LT5, a 5.7-liter all-aluminum, double
overhead cam, 32-valve V8, was designed with the
help of Lotus engineering (owned by GM at the time)
and assembled by Mercury Marine in Stillwater, Okla.
It was rated at 375 horsepower at 6,000 rpm — only 5
hp shy of the flat 12 in a 1990 Ferrari Testarossa. It
would have placed as the third-most-powerful car on
Dan Neil’s questionable list. And by far the quickest.
ZR-1s ran the
quarter-mile in
12.7 seconds at
over 110 mph. 060 mph was in
the low- to mid-4second range,
and the top
speed was over
180 mph. These
are strong
numbers today.
In 1990, they
would have made your head explode.
Every ZR-1 was a coupe (with a removable targastyle roof panel) and used a ZF six-speed manual.
And every ZR-1, unlike its V10 crosstown rival the
Dodge Viper, had air conditioning, power windows
and all the other comfort amenities folks expected in a
Corvette. It really was one of the first everyday
supercars. And it had the stones to leave a V6powered Acura NSX for dead.
Chevy tweaked and rubbed on the ZR-1 over the next
few years with face-lifted body panels, different
wheels and some more power. The LT5’s rating
jumped to 405 hp in 1993. Chevy even added a
badge on the front fenders to sex things up. But the
one to buy is the original. The first year.
The ZR-1’s MSRP in 1990 was $58,995 making it the
absolute most expensive Corvette up to that time.
Chevy’s dealers cashed in for even more, with big
markups and many recorded sales of over $100,000.
Everyone wanted a ZR-1. More than 3,000 were sold
the first year.
However, by the end of the decade the C5, with its LS
power, was reinventing and reinvigorating the
Corvette’s image, and the ZR-1s have been
depreciating ever since. That is until a couple of years
ago.
According to Hagerty’s Valuation Tool, prices

bottomed about five years ago and have been inching
up since. But these cars are still very affordable, they
offer incredible performance for the dollar, and they
are sure to appreciate as have other special cars from
this era such as Porsche Turbos, Buick’s GNX and
Ferrari Testarossas. According to Hagerty’s online
tool, the average market value of a concours
condition 1990 ZR-1 is $46,800. Cars in #2 condition
average $33,100. And now here’s the get. Cars in #3
condition are averaging sale prices of just $23,000.
Examples built from 1991-1995 sell for a bit less.
It’s time to go on this, Dan Neil’s insight aside. It’s
time to buy. These numbers could double in the next
five to 10 years.

AND THEN THERE’S THE BUDGET BUY
But what if your budget just isn’t there for a ZR-1? No
problem. A standard C4 Corvette is not only one of
the most affordable Corvettes on the collector car
market, their popularity and values, much like the ZR1, are already on the rise.
First to market in 1984, the Corvette’s fourth
generation was an incredible blend of speed, sex and
technology. Remember, the C3 dated all the way back
to 1968, and its chassis dated back to 1963. The C4,
with its all-new structure and aluminum suspension,
massive 16-inch 50-series Goodyear Gatorback tires
and digital instrumentation, was a massive step
forward. Chevy had created nothing short of the new
King of the Street. And sales exploded to over 51,000
units.
And then in 1985 things really got good. Chevy
updated the suspension tuning and the 5.7-liter V8.
The 205 hp L83 engine, which dated back to 1982,
was replaced with the 230 hp L98. Gone was the
cross-fire throttle body fuel injection, replaced by the
Tuned Port Injection system which it shared with the
Camaro and Firebird. Now the Corvette, like Arby’s,
had the meats. Top speed was over 150 mph and
Chevy spent plenty on advertising telling the world.
On the street, these cars were very fast for their day.
Only Buick’s turbocharged Grand National and
modified 5.0-liter Ford Mustangs could keep up. By
1987, power was up to 240 hp and quarter-mile times
down in the 13.9s, with either the five-speed manual
or the optional and very popular four-speed
automatic.
In 1990 Chevy dug in and gave the C4 a sizable redo.
New styling with smoother lines and softer edges

came along with an all new but less likable interior
with air bags and a plasticy feel. Then in 1992 the L98
was replaced with the second-generation small-block
called the LT1. Unlike the LS engine family that came
later, the LT1 wasn’t loved much for its odd Optispark
ignition system and other quickly dated technologies.
For the Porsche folks in the room, think of the later
C4s as the 996s of the bunch. They’re fast and fun,
but their overall appeal falls short of what came
before or after.
The standard C4 sweet spot is 1985-1989. Stay away
from 1990 and later models. To maximize the
vehicles’ retro charm and increase the investment
potential, stick with the early cars. Convertibles joined
the lineup in 1986, and of course,™ bring a premium.
But these cars are not just cheap, they’re dirt cheap.
Prices range from essentially free for a beater to
around $10,000 for a never driven, still new, low
mileage example with the original air in its
Gatorbacks.

Corvette Classified
For Sale:1963 Borg Warner T-10 Transmission,VIN
stamping 3105895, Assembly code WL122, Case T10D-1
Side Cover 10-18-62, Tail T10-7D 3813490 8-21-62,
Front piece 3790278 -- Value—Open to discussion
Scott 437-5292
For Sale: 1957 Corvette in
Tulsa. A project that needs
you. Call for lots more
pictures and information.
Dave Stone 918-266-4144

Buy the best one you can afford. It’s real speed for a
four digit price. And its appeal and retro cool will
increase with every passing day. Take another look at
one. These are beautiful cars. And prices are sure to
rise as Gen Xers decide to buy what they wanted
when they were 15.
( from Yahoo News on the internet)

Race Car Wheels
by Scott Pfuehler

A

nybody know where there are some American
Racing 15 x 8 200-S wheels? This wheel is just
now being reproduced by American Racing. They are
a really nice Chinese made wheel, but they have a
goofy offset and will not work for me.

For Sale: 1987 Red with New Convertible Top with 64,129
Miles
$11,000
1990 red ZR-1 Stillwater Mercury marine Engine with 2,300
miles $35,000
They have all been part of my collection for several years.

Thanks for reading my want ad. As a result, I’ve been
able to buy eight wheels so far! I still need another
set of old ones, a set being 4 wheels. Thank you!
This, folks, is a group of
American Racing 200-S
mag wheels. I rtill need 4
of these puppies in a 15” x
8” size, almost any bolt
pattern and offset.
Seen any??
Please let me know.
918-437-5292

A DeWitt Radiator: Need one, want to upgrade the one in
your Corvette or put one in the LS motor restrorod you are
building.
Call Scott, 918-437-5292. He will share his discount with
with you.

Upcoming Events
Oct
7 Oklahoma Chapter Breakfast Meeting - Ollie’s Station Restaurant - 4070 Southwest Blvd - Tulsa, OK
Oct
10 Tuesday Cruise Night (article in this Sidepipe)
Oct
17 Attitude Adjustment Night - Bravo’s Mexican Grill - 4532 East 51st St. - Tulsa, Oklahoma
Oct 26-28 NCRS Texas Regional - Frisco, Texas - (See Driveline for info)
Oct
28 Hot Rod Garage Open House - 1202A Keystone Express Way - Sand Spring. OK - 918-241-6333
Oct
31 Tuesday Cruise Night (article in this Sidepipe)
Nov
4 Oklahoma Chapter Breakfast Meeting - Ollie’s Station Restaurant - 4070 Southwest Blvd - Tulsa, OK
2018
Jan 10-13 NCRS Florida Regional - Lakeland, Florida - (See Driveline for info)

NCRS Communication
To keep up to date with the latest news from your
Oklahoma Chapter NCRS and your Region VII Director,
be sure to advise Bob Clark or Don Partridge of any
e-mail address changes. This also applies to phone
numbers and new mailing addresses.
If your address is not current, then you will not receive the
latest news and information.

Thanks to Gene Holtz, Jim Elder,
Scott Pfuehler, Phil Grey, Lee Stigal,
Tim Zane and Bonney Clark for their
contributions to this Sidepipe issue.

Thanks also go to Jim Elder,
Neal Kennedy, and Verle
Randolph for their continuing
help in folding and mailing.

*** Please think about writing an article or contributing an
item of interest for the newsletter. This can be a tech tip
you've found, an article to reprint from another publication
that would be of interest, a personal experience that would
interest other members, or an item of news about the
chapter or its members. Remember, include pictures if you
can. Your Corvette classified ads are welcome, too. You can
mail, e-mail, FAX, or loan me a flash drive or CD(Windows
or Macintosh ). Remember!! Your help is needed to make
this newsletter a voice of our chapter !
NCRS registered marks used in the NCRS Drivellne: NCRS
Flight Awards, NCRS Master Judge Award, NCRS
Performance Verification Award, NCRS Founders Award,
NCRS Sportsman Award, NCRS American Heritage Award,
NCRS Duntov McLellan, and Hill Mark of Excellence
Awards, and the NCRS Folz Memorial Award. All are
registered with the United States Patent and Trademark
Office.
Bob Clark • Editor
10809 So. Louisville Ave. • Tulsa, OK 74137-6720
home • (918) 299-9001 • work • (918) 298-2777
Fax - work 918-298-2778 • home 918-298-9094
E-Mail • bobclark77@cox.net

Thanks to
Brad Williams and
Mazzio’s for continuing
to support the
Oklahoma Chapter
NCRS.
We appreciate your
help.

